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The general dtiiies of all bodies politic^ considered in their Corporate 
capacity, may, like those of natural persons, be reduced to this single one, 
— ^that of acting up to the end or design, whatever it be, for which they 
were created by the Founder. — Ck)rporations being composed of iodividn- 
als, subject to human frailties, are liable, as well as private, persons, to de> 
viate from the end of their institution."— jB/acibfon«'« Commentaries, 
book I. chap, 18, Qf Corporations, 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



1 HE publication of the present pamphlet 
originated in the general and long-con- 
tinued dissatisfaction of the Burgesses with 
the state and management of the Corpora- 
tion; but more particularly in the recent 
proceedings for a Mandamus to displace 
the Ex-Mayor, Mr. Wilmshurst, and the 
pending legal proceedings to remove certain 
members of the corporate body. The Au- 
thor has, for a long period, bestowed a 
laborious and expensive research into the 
Charters, Records, Charities, Rights, and 
Franchises of his native town ; this is 
only mentioned as a proof that these pages, 
though hastily written, are not the result of 
partial inquiry or of temporary excitement. 
When he, some years since, commenced 
that investigation, he could no where dis- 
cover a single printed or manuscript docu- 
ment, or a particle of information on the 
object of his research— his municipal birth- 
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rights ! The difficulty and expense he has 
had in obtaining the information which is 
here briefly but accurately given, assure 
him that the publication of the present 
pages cannot but be acceptable to the Bur- 
gesses, more especially as it is at this time 
peculiarly useful and required. ' 

Of the liberties and inheritances of the 
Burgesses it has been his object to give an 
honest and impartial account, divested of all 
party spirit and unnecesrsary personaUty, 
but feiarlessly allowing facts to speak for 
themselves. If the Corporation sincerely 
desire to stand well with the town, and to 
clear themselves from the long-existing im- 
putations of misconduct, the desire can only 
b^ accomplished by the Burgesses rightly 
understanding their borough privileges, and 

r 

bxyiu they have been administered : in that 
case, the Corporation must be highly obliged 
by the present publication. But if the sy- 
stem of secrecy, which has hitherto inva- 
riably characterized the proceedings of the 
Corporation of Warwick, be sought to be 
maintained, the Authot- pleads guilty to the 
oiSence of breaking open the doors of pri- 
vacy, and rejoices that the following pages 
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convey that information, and will excite 
that inquiry and attention, which must infal* 
libly occasion a speedy and complete change 
of. system. . . > . . 

, Publicity is the best and only effectual 
safeguard of integrity in public tbustjs ; 
and where it is discouraged an4 evaded, 
some inconsistent and sinister objects pro- 
bably exist which render the application 
of- the principle inexpedient^ andinconve- 
meot to those who ^^ light their cmidle and 
put if under a husheV^ The municipaHiinds 
of Corporations are the property, of the In-j 
habitants and Burgesses : the members and 
executive bodies of Corporations . are the 
trustees and servants of the Public ; ajid it 
is a Jiiwdern doctrine, that trustees are not 
respoTisible for their deeds, and that ser- 
vants may conceal their acts from their 
masters. The members of this and of all 
other elective Corporations are, or should be, 
selected from the Burgesses at large, for 
their probity and public experience : they 
are the Vepresentatives of the aggregate 
body interested in the objects of the trusts; 
and they ought not to have any interest or 
object incompatible with the public weal. 
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Unless the Public honestly use and main- 
tain the rights they possess^ however limit- 
ed, they cannot justly claim an extension 
of power. We must use well that which we 
have, before we are entitled to what we 
have not. Reform should begin at home. 

When the following sheets were first 
printed, the Author did not intend to have 
placed his own name in the title-page, but 
having no desire or intention of shielding 
himself from any legal or personal respon- 
sibility, he thinks, on consideration, that it 
is the more manly and ^honourable course 
to aflix it. If any mis-statement, misrepre- 
sentation, or omission be pointed out, he will 
publicly acknowledge and rectify his unin- 
tentional en or; for in these pages he has no 
object besides that of public advantage. 

Birmingham, 
15th February, 1827. 
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CHARTER. TRANSLATION* 

Tertia pars Paten' de anno R. 
RfetReGuUelwietMa- 
rie qninto. 

1. REX et REGINA &c! LWiluam and Ma. 

Omnibus ad quo, &c. «dtm. Sli^L^'iS/L^ 

all to whom; &c. send 
greeting : 
S.CuMBurgttsnosteirWar- 2. Whereas our. Bo- 

wici in Cofi nro Warwici sit ^^^^W^^tLlZ 

BnrgUS antiquus buitq^ ac a ancient horough^andhath 

tempore cuius contrar' me- ^*f ^f? *|?*^ immemo- 

. ^ ^ • • A. ^^> *"*" hath-been accus- 

mona hoium non existit Here tomed to have, two bur- 
coDsuevit duos Burgenses de g«««c« of the same bo- 

j 1 J ji-fc^ rough in everyparliament 

eodem burgo ad quodlibt hellwithinthirourking. 

parliament' infra hoc rnum dom^ as other antient bo* 

nrum Anrf teof sjcut ceteri ™"8^ "^^^ Ta'"^'\ 

^ ' . kingaom haye 'haa and 

antiqui burgi ejusdem i^i been accustomed to have, 

nfi tient et IXere consuever^. 



3. Cumq^ etiam inllitantes 3. And whereas also 
Bu.^ pda per divenaa car- ^SJfliS:*^;^.^^ 

taset Iras paten' diverso^ pro- charters and letters pa- 

eemto$ ^ amtecessoa nro* tent of divers of ouipro- 

° ' * • A _j. genitors and predecessors, 

nuper regam et reginaj^ Angt kings and queens of Eb- 

in unu corpus COrpwat' tet g^and, have been const!- 

politicum constitut' ordinat' S^t^l^^^J'^yr 

et confirmat' flier' tarn per porate and politic, as well 

noen Burgens' ViUe Warwici ''L*^r'"* «f B^S"?^ 

, ° of the Town of Warwick 

mcom Warr qnam per noen in theCounty of Warwick, 

Baffij et Burgens' BurgiWar- « ^y ^^^ »»«»e of theBai- 

• . . 9%xT « ^ liff and BurG:esse8 of the 

wici m com Warr, ac etiam g^^^g^ of Warwick in 

per noen Major* Aldrox et the County of Warwick, 

Bnrgens' Borgi Warwici in "** 1^** ^^ *« °«« «f 

°_--- ^ P , the Mayor, Aldermen, 

com Warr , Virtute quaji qui- and Burgesses of the Bo- 

dm cartas et Irax paten' pdict' ^^^S^ of Warwick in the 

. ^., , '^. . * ^, • County of Warwick, by 

mliitan sic mcorporat exis- yirtue of which said char- 

ten' di versa messuagia terras ters and letters patents the 

ten?a rectorias decimas ,*d. '^'^Slha^^^^c^rS: 

ait' Ubtat' {ranches' privilegia had, used, and enjoyed dl- 

iftlunitat' et at hereditament' vers messuages, lands, te- 

, . r . nements, rectories, tithes, 

pcrquisiver huer nsi et ga- rents,liberties,franchises, 

visi fuer', rone quai quidem privileges, immunities, 

Ubtat' etfranchesia? pax bene i^^Tj^iSS^rtS 

COnseryata fait in burgo p- and franchises peace hath 

diet' etjustitia ifem legittime ^/^^? well preserved in 

^ . • » ri • J .- the borough afore8aid,and 

admmiStrat ftut ad premm justice hath been there 

bono& et terro2^ malo&. rightfullyadministered to 

* * • the encouragement of the 

good and terror of the evil. 

4. Nos% meIiora£&n' burgi 4. And we, graciously 
nri pdict' et prosperam con- ^^^tei^djjg t»^e T^^.uf 

,.^. , 1* --fe u u-^ » our said borough and th* 

dicon popuU nn lom habitan prosperity of our people 



XI 



'graciose affectan* et volentes *l»erc; and b^ipg willing, 
qd de cetero imppetuulleatnr SlJ^f t^^ *.;i 
certas et indubitat" modus in undoubted method in the 
eodm bnrgo de in et pro cus- faidborougkforthekeep- 

j, . ^ . . ing of our peace and the 

tod pacis nre et regimme et good govcrnmeBt and cou- 
gnberaacoe ejasdm biirgi et duct of the same borough 

«^^»ni: «::: :*t«^ U«>k:4.»«.« «,^« *"^ ^^ ^^^ people there 

populinnibmhabitan,8pe- inhabiting ^ W hoping 
rantesq^qnod si inUtan' bnrgi that if the inhabitants of 
pdict* majoribtis ex conces- *^^ V^^ hoTough by our 

*. ~ 1 . gracious concession enjoy 

Siooe nra gaudere potennt their liberties and priTi- 

libtatibus et privilegijs tunc ^^^^> that then they will 

J .^* ^ . ^ perform towards us, our 

ad servrtia que potennt erga heirs and successors, such 
DOS heredes et successor' nros seirices as they are in aa 
exhibend'et iuipendend' spe^ ^P*^^^ ^^"""^ f^ 
cialins fortinsq^ se sentiant grace and certun know*^ 

obKgatos, Derfa nra spiali ac ledge and mere motion we 
*^_^ . . *- have willed, constituted, 

ex certa scieucia et mero mo- declared, ordained, and 

tU nris VolUIMUS constitni* granted, and by these 

xnus declaravimus ordinavt. LTdS.,J^e."Sd IS^t 
mus et concessimas, ac per that our aforesaid bo- 

presentes VOLUMUS COUStitU-. "^^S*? of Warwick be and Warwick 
* - - ,. . remain for ever hereafter too* a fm« 

mus declaramus orainamus a free borough of itself, ^'*'™«*'- 
et concedimns, qd pdicf bur- and that alt and singular 

J. TKr • • '4. J. ^l^e burgesses of the same 

gus nosterWarwici sit etpej- ^^^^^^ ^f Warwick for 
maneat imposteru imperpe- the time being, by wkat- 
tuu liber bdreus de se, et qd f?*^**' fJ«?* °l °""** 

f \ /* they or their predecessors 

ones et singoll burgens et m- have been heretofore in- 

fcitan'ejnsdemburffiWarwici corporatcd or not, and 

^ . ^ , 1 whether the body cor- 

protemporeexistenperquod- porate and politic of the 
cunq^ noen sire per quacnnq^ borough aforesaid hath 

noia ipivel predecessores sui jT^J^th^hef ^ 
antehac incorporati filer* vel of thje liberties andjrlTi* 
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non, et sive cotptis corpomt* fegc« rfoi^aid hath been 

X tv u --! '^j'-x» -.!• lost, surrendered, forfeit- 

et pollticum burgl pdlCt ah- ed,avoided,orextiDguish- 

quo modo dissolut* sit sive .ed or not, shall be for 
non, et sive aliqua libtates et ''Yl ^^'^^^^'^' ^^ ^^^^ 

. ., . ^T , 1. • ot these presents, one DO* 

pnvilegia pdict perdit snr- jy corporate and politic 

snmreddit* forisfact' vacat* >» <*eed, fact,- and name^ 

. . .» ^ t I • ^ • by the name of the Mayor, 

Siveextiact fuer velsintsive Aldennen. and Burgwsei 

noil) de cetero et imperpetuil of Warwick in tbeCpimty 
sint et eront vigore paentiu pf Warwick, and them 

o * and their successors by 

Unu COipna COrporat jet poll- the name of the Mayor, 

ticu in re fiicto et noie per no- Aldermen, and Burgesw 

Tkjr • •ill-' ^ Ti » of the Borough of War- 

enMajor Aldro^etBurgens ^^^^ ^^ the County of 
burgi Warwici in com' Warr*, Warrick, a body corpo* 
ac eos et successores sqos. p r^*f *"^ P^*^^^^ ^" ti' 

, ^ ^ fact, and name, we truly 

noen Majoris AlafiXf. et Bur- and fully, for ourselves 

gens* bnrgi Warwici in com' »P^ ®^ successors, do 

Srr 9 . « erect, make, found, and 

Warr unu corpus corporatet. ordain, constitute, de* 

poKticii in re facto et noie clare^and create, by these 

redit'et ad plenu pro nobis Kt^ by fh^ 

bered* et successor* nris ERI- name perpetual- succes- 

2SS/SL. GIMUS facimus fundamua or. ^}^V *^^ ^^*' ^^t'f *?^ 

cBue iui« ••11 ^l^cir successors, by the 

dinamus COUStltUim' declara^ aforesaid name of mayor, 
musetcreamusperjisentes^et aldermen, and burgesses 

. qd p idem uoen feeantsncoes. ^^'^fSSol^^f 
skmem j^taam, et (jd ipi et Warwick shaQ be forever 
SUCCessores sai p pdem noen liei-eafter persons fit and 
^j- • • Aij- ^n » capable m the law to 

McyoriS Aldroj|^ et Burdens have, acquire, receive, 

burgi War wid in com* Warr*. ^^^^» ^M .possess lands^ 

• . . ' ^ • r ^ » tenements, liberties, pri- 

MUt et erunt perpetuw futur ^^^^ franchises, jaVis- 
temporibns persone habikn, . dictions, a»d heredita- 

etia lege capaces adfcend' roentsinfeeandforejcr, 
. o r ^ or for term of life or lives 

perquircnd'recipielid'tenend: orothemise howsoever^ 
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et possidend' terms tenta lit^ ^^^ ^^ goods and chat- 
tates privilegia francbe*' jo...S^Xl±;tLt^^^^^ 

r£9diccon* et hereditament* eis tare> sort^ or quality ikey 

et successor' snis in feodoet «?*y ^^ ^^^ and also to 

give, grant, demise, and 

perpetaitate vel pro termlo assign such lands, te* 

vke vel Vlta& Setl alit' qpo- nements, hereditament^ 
J "^ "^ 1 \ eoods, and chattels, and 

quomodo, ac etiam bpna et |„ ^^^.^^ acts and things 
catalla ac 5ea at ten ciyn9- to do and perform, by the 

Cnnaftierint generis, nature name of the mayor, alder- 
f>. ^, 1. « men, and burgesses or the 

sjPiei seu qnahtat , neenqn ad Borough of Warwick in 
dand' concedend' dimittend' *^^ ^^"^^^ ^^ Warwick^ 

1, J. ^ and that by the same name May tae 

et assignand eadm terras they may plead and be «>/ be sued 

teiita hereditament' bona et impleaded,answerandbe 

catalla ac oia at facta ^t re, ^S' If a1 -l^t^ 
faciend'etexequend'pernoen and. places, and before 
Maior' Aldroi et Burerens' ^nyouyudges, ministers, 

,^ .T»T • • • »T»T » and officers, and of our 

burgi Warwici m com Warr ; beirg ^nd successors, in 
Et qd per idem noen piitare all and singular fictions^ 

et imptitari respoudere et re- ^^iSsTJ^S anft- 
sponderidefendereetdefendi mands whatsoever, of 
valeant et possint in quibus-r^*^*'t''^''\^"*J'°**"^^'^^^ 

,,*^ - , * sort they shall be, in such 

CUnq^ CUrijS et locis ac coram manner and form. as. any 

quibuscunq^ jlldicibus ju^ici- other body corporate and 

»' • '^ y' ^ m " y — politic within this our 

ar mitlWtr et offioiar Ura ^ngdom of England may 

hered* et successes uroA.in and can have, acquire^ re>- 

oibus et Siuglia aCc6niboS ceiycpossess give grant, 

o , , ' assign, plead, or be im- 

sect querei ptltlS causis ma- pleaded, defend or be de- 

terijs et demand' quibuscnna fended, answei or be an- 

^_^» _^ ^ .* ^. swered : and that the a- Common 

eilJIlSCUli% tuerint genris aa^ foresaid mayor, aldermen, i^al. 

tore sive speciei^ mode et and burgesses of the bo- 
forma pn,ut aKquod ai cor- ^^^^^^^ 

pus corporat et polltiou m&a may hare for eyer a com* 
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hoc mum nrum Angf ISerc »«? «al for the trans* 

• 1 actiDGToftheirafGurs.and 

pqrarere reapere possidere that it shaU !« Uwful for 
dare concedere assignare pti- the same mayor, aider- 
tare et imptitari respondere Z^' ""* ^^S^' "^ 

*^ '^ tbeirsuccessors^ the same 

et responden defendere etdc- seal fiom time to time at 

fendi possint et valeant ; et tl^eir pleasure to make, 

1 '^^ i« ^ • ij~* 1 break, and chanee. and 

^ quod pdict' major aldri et to make a new one, as to 

burgens'burgi Wamrici pdict* them shall seem proper, 
et successor* sui fieant imper- 
petau coe Sigillum pro causis 
et negotijs suis et suceesso^ 
suo^ quibuscunq^ agend* de- 
servitur*, et quod bene Jiceat 
et licebit eisdm majori aldris 
et burgens' et successor* suis 
sigillum humoi ad libitum 
suu de tempore in tempus 
facere frangere et rnutare et 
de novo facere prout eis me- 
lius fieri aut fore videbitur. 

MtTorand 5. Et ultcrius Volumus 5. And farther wc will, 
twelve Al- '^^ j. u' i. and by these presents, tor 

dcrmen. et per pscntCS pro nobis he- ourselves, om heirs, and 

red* et successor* nris conce- successors, wegranttothe 
dimus pfat* majori aldris et aforesaid mayor, alder- 

\^ . '^j. , m^n, and burgesses of the 

bnrgens burgl pdict et sue- borough aforesaid, and to 

cessor* suis quod de cetero ^^^^^ successors, that for 

^ - .^ . *^ • 1. ever there shall be in the 

imperpetuu sit et ent in bur- borough aforesaid one of 
go pdict' unns de magis pro- the more honest «ai dis- 
bioribos et discretioribu^vi. X.^^SlSl'^^i 
ris burgi illius in forma infe- time named, elected, and 

rius in his presentibus sped- chosen, firom the alder- 
j. . J ^ . *^ men of the borough afore- 

ncat de tempore in tempus said for the time being, in 
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exaldrisburgipdict'protem* maimer hereafter in theS6 
pore existen' noiancT' eligend' P^San^K JeS 
et constituend* qai erit et Mayor of the Borough^ 
noiabit' Major bnrgi illius, et ^»t^« f^^^ ^f^* ^^^ 

-, -,'' - °- . ' staff withm the boroagh 

portablt album baculum intra aforesaid, as hath been 

bnrgam pdict' prout antehac heretofore accustomed by 
^ .. .» r- .. • r • those who have been here- 

usitat foit per majpres biirgi ^f^ „^y„„ ^^ the bo- • 

pdict* qui tempoiibns retroac- rough aforesaid ; and that 

tisfner'; Qiioda silit' imper- *ere shall be Ukewise for 

. r r *'*' within the same bo- 

petuu 8int et erant intra bar- loughthirteenofthemore 

gnin itt tresdecim de magis honest and discrete men 
... .1 ^ J. .. .i p( the same boroagh to 

probionbus et discretionbus ^e from time to time 

Virw ejusdem burgi in forma nominated, elected and 

inferius in bis presentibus chosen, m manner here- 
^ * , matter m these presents 

men66nat de tempore m tern- mentioned, who ^hall be 
pus noiand* elisend* et con- ^^^ Aldennen of that 
stituend' qui emnt et nomi- '~~"«''- 
nabunt' Aldri burgi illius. 

6» Etpro meliori execucon* 6. And for the better Msyor 

voluntas et concession' nrax execution of our wiU and nanied. 

. - . ^ « grant, we do assign, no- 

in hac parte assignam" noia- minate, constitute, and 

mus constituimus et facimns "^a^^e our beloved Ed. 

Aix u- t:«j~ t¥ ^l Heath, gent, to be by w- 

dilcum nobis Edrum Heatb ^^^ ^£ g^^se presents the 

gen^ fore et esse virtute psen- first and modern mayor 

tiu primii et modemii Major' f *^* ^'^^«** aforesaid 

, *^. ^j. , . J, . ^ contmue m the said 

burgi pdict , contmuand m office until one of the al- , 

eodm officio quousOv unus al- dermen 6f the same bo- 
,^ • 1 1 • 1 . • rough shall be duly elect- 

dro^ ejusdem burgi ad et in ed, chosen, and sworn in- 
d£m offieiu major' burgi pdict' to the said office of mayor 

in forma inferins in his ^sen- |f ST^^rhtl^Xfi 

tibus nien€&nat* debite elect* these presents mentioned, 

pfect' et jurat' ftierit, si idem ^ *«» »""« Ed. Heath 



^.n ^ 



XVI 

Edrus Heath tamdiu vixerit, sliall so long Jive ' (the 

eodemE<ffoHeathpre,tante ^S^'a^t'':!^^ 
sacrom snu corporale ad offic* faithfully to execute the 
raaior' bnrgi pdicf bene et ^fficeof niayorofthebo. 

^,''-. j» j«x rough aforesaid^ before 

ndeJlt' exequend coram dltco our well beloved Thomas 

nobis ThomaNewshamarmi- Newsham, esq. to whom 

•J- rrn xT we give bv these presciits 

gero,CUiquidmrhomeNews- fuU>wer and aS^hority 

ham plenam potestat* et an- to administer the said 

thoritaf ad hiiioi sadiim ^*) 
dand* et administrand* da- 
mns et concedimns per p- 
sentps. 
Nomina- 7. Assignavimns etiam no- 7. We have also as- 
ftSthir^f'^Iavimns constitnimus et fe- jigged, « named, eonsti. 

teen alder- . ^ , tuted^ and made^ and by 

men. Cimus ac per psentes assig- these presents do assign, 

namns nominamns constitn- **«"**^ constitute, and 

• . ^ r • j'i !-• make our beloved Tho- 

im« et facimns ditcos nobis ^^ Stratford, Edward 

Thomam Stratford Edrum Makepeace, JohnWelton, 

Makepf^ace Johem Welton S^^r^Y^^'^V'^KL" 

17J jt iir-1 T ^ Hadley, Thomas Gibbs, 

£dmund Wilson Joliem Aaron Rogers, William 

Hadley Thomam Gibbs Aa- Carvei the aforesaid Ed- 

T» wfu. r^ ward Heath, Stephen Ni- 

ron Rogers Wittnm Carver cholls, Joseph Blissett, 
pfat* Edrum Heath Steptium Samuel Weale, and Dc- 
NichoUs Josephnm Blissett ::'^^^,i £ 
Samnel Weale et Deverenx presents, the first and 

Whadcock gen' fore et esse modem Aldermen, of the 

" ,^ , borough aforesaid, each 

virtnte preseutm primos et of whom respectively 

modern* Aldros hnrgl pdict', shallcontinue in the office 

«^^*. ^,,:Ui<4. «.»«...w^:«T^ ^^« ^^ alderman of the bo- 
qxxo^ qnilibt respective con- ^ugh aforesaid duringhis 

tinuablt in officio aldri bur- naturalllfe, unless heshall 

' gi pdict' dnratf vita sua nrali ^ ^ *^« "^^ ^^ ^'^^ 

*', * . . , . , . ju8t cause from thence 

niSl mtenm abmde pro jnsta removed (every of them 
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t^HS^detitf amof fuerit^ quo- respectively taking hU 

litlt eoj. respective prestante Z^^t^.:ft.t 

dacrum SUU COrpprale ad offi- office of an alderman of 

du aldW burei pdict' bene et the borough aforesaid^be- 

^ , ,, ^ '^j, ^ fore the aforesaid Tbomas 

ndeiit?* eieqnend coram p- Newsham and William 

fat'ThomaNew^hametWitto Eades, clerk, or either of 
x> J _L- • ^ ^ f^ them, to whom He give 

Eades chco Sive eo^ alterp, by these presents, joiidf 

t|aibllS ConjUDCtim et divisim and severally, full power 

plenam potestat' et authori- *"^ «>*ority to admini- 

•■ * , , , ster the said oath to every 

taf ad hufhoi sac?um Singtis one of the aforesaid firai 

primiS aldris pdict' respective aldermen) , and that eve^ 
J J, ^ J • • ^ J* J ^y one of such aldermen 

dand et administrand da- g^^y ^^^ pi^^ p^^^^ 

mus et COncedimus per pre- dency and seniority as 

semes: quodq, quitt aldro^ p^rSe^tl""'^"'* '^ 
iieat locum ptecedentiam et 
senioritatem sicut nolat' ia 
his presentibus. 

8. Ulterius eciam per p- 8. And we also further AnUtant ^ 

Sentes pro nobis hered' et ^^^^ and grant by these Borge.8e*» 

■^^ *>• J presents, for our8elve8,our 

successor UriS damus et con- heirs and successors, to 

Cedimos pfat' majori aldris et ^^^ aforesaid mayor, al- ^ 
, ,1 •'ii-^t J.J dfermen, and burgesses of 

borgens burgl pdlct qd de t^e borough aforesaid, 

cetero imperpetnu sint et fa- that for ever hereafter 

erint infra bnrgu itt 4node. S„Te ^dl SSuJS 

cim alij de magis probioribus twelve other of the more 

Ct discretioribus viris ejus- honest and discreet men 
J , • • r • r • ofthe same borough to be 

dem burgl m torma mtenus from time to time named, 

in his presentibus menconat' elected, and appointed, 

Aa 4-^^^^^^ ;« 4.»«»*>«,o «^^.v«; i^ manner hereinafter in 
de tempore m tempUS nomi- thesepresents mentioned, 

nand* eligend* et constituend' who shallbecalled Assists 
qui erunt et nominabutit^ As- *^* Burgesses of the bo- 

\ _^ , - . A. rough aforesaid J and for 

Sistentes JBurgenses burgi p- thebetterexecutionof our 
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Nomin*- ^{ct\ Ac pro meliori execa- ^wUandgrarieiAifcfetle^ 

fimtweiv:e6e.vQlantatia et. concession' lf»y^f^»^^>^Tii 

assistant \J '^*"*""*"*» ^*'*'**"'^^'' *^ * stitute, and make our 
burgegses, lirafc in hac parte a'SSlgna- t^ell beloVed John J'ervi&, 

mus npminamus - ^otistitui- !f?*' ^f."^^^ ^^^"^^ 

. r ' j.J I- Ricbard Conahy, ThQi|i«l^ 

mus et tacirom cktcos ^nOWS Watts, Thomas Hicksi 

Jofcem Jevvva sen' Heneam Cbarks Hicks, fhomwi 

T?oll^^«^^n;;J«*«ri^r«kw'rk^ Manc(er> Richard H^q4% 
Falfc^^ierRlCUmGpmbyThq. ^^^^er, John Savage, Jan., 

mam Watts TKomam Htcks Edward Norton; RkharB 

C^oluHi^ks.TlwuaittMan- ^^^y>^ f»4 ^^ 

7 T^ . J T T T^T , Hands, maltster, to be, by 

mr Hicam Hands pistor Jo- virtue of these presents, 

fcem Savage iun' Edrum Nor- t¥e ^first and med^rn Aih^ 

'. -rfc'^ Tkjr 1 ^ .Tk%~ s^st^n^ Burgesses of thb 

ton RlGOnil Moody et Rkum boroughaforesaid,eachof 

Hands brasiator fore et esse themtobeamdeontiiineln 
virtute presentiu primos .t ^^ ~K^•^S5 

modernos Assisten Burgens' in these presents, and that 

burgi pdict', et buemlftt eoa ^^^ ^, ^^^^, shaMiire^ 
r . • . !• ' spectivelycoiE^t^oueznme 

tore et contmuare m tali se- same office duri^gj his na- 

nioritate precedentia et sta- t«ral life, unkss in the 
co^e iitt9j:,ii\ Ws pr^sentibas J^',^^fthfo?jut^^^^^ 

BORiinatttr^ q^'odq; eo^ qui- lawfully removed, every 

Kftt respective continuabit in f ^. «^ ^^f "« respaciiTdk^ 

; iT* •' 1 > • taking ^heircorpor^loath^ 

eodem: omeiO durau vita sua >veU and truly tb execute 

nrali pisi interim abinde pro s^eh office aforesaid be-* 

• . J u'^' -A.\ £i fpre the ftfores^id Edward 

JTWtft <auaa debit, amof foe- ^^^^^ and Thomas New- 

rit, quolittt eo& per se re- sham, or one of them, to' 
sB^v,p,est,nte,m.nzm.ufi ^^^rseTretiSP* 

CWporale lad ef&cm Sufi ^dicf er and authority, jointly 

bene et fidclit' exeqaend' CO- »^^ severaUy, to a*m- 

r ^' T7J~ TJ aX. ji nUti^r i\\<*^ pt^tb to each 

ram . prefat E^ro Heath et of the aforesaid assistant 

Thoma Newsham sive eo& burgesses respectively. 

alter', qqibus CQi\junctim et 
divisim plenam potestat' et 
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Httthoritat' «d bfilioi 99f3r^m 
sltagttlis pfiftftis a^sistep' >ur. 
g^nsl pidict* respective df^nd*. 
M> 4Mtmitiistriiili(i danins et 
concediiiius ^er pr^se^i^te^* ; 
; ». AemlteciHs volumus ac 9. And w« tether wiU, Kecorder. 

jper |}sei1tes |>rO hdbb berre^ and by these ^resent^, for 

dibiw et successor' nria coo- ^^^'^^^^^ ''ZJ'fZ ""^t 

^ .' «ucces8ot^, gttint to thte 

emiiti^ptalr major i aldf us et a^re^^ fmyor, al4«iv 
Jbur^jens' burffi pdict' €* Buc- ^^"'; and burges^s of 

'' '^' , . 1 . . the borough aforesaid. 

Oester OTis-qwod ipsiet sufi- and to their. sooeeasoiaC 
cessbrts sui d'e Vetera. imjier- that tbej ^nd their aw; 

iM,t«Si fee«.t ^t Jiebaut infra r^Z^aEttlt 

Mlrgtim '^iet* -tlt¥& diScrertU i^ (he borough bforbaai^ 

et idoneii viram qui erit et af'sewte and fit person 

. , . -^ \ - ' who shall be and fehafl 

oominabittir Heoopdator bw- be ciriUed Reootder of thf 
ki Bdicf, et c6iitihusibit in borough aforesaid, ana 

/v» » 'ii J » •. -y i« shall continue in that of- 

©ffic^i* dnran=vtt*.snao?ali, g^ ^nritig his oaMM 
et^)ieric^ftt-b^«xle>ric>er£.vHleat lifes, ^d «h«U.)Hid,in«y 
Qfiidu pdict' per se .wl per ^^^fEJ'V^'*' ^fu- fe ^ 

'l ' *^ __ '^ . , " '^' said by himself drby hi& 
mputllt toU SUlIICien ;; et^ mfficientdeputur-aiidon^ 

num virum in ledbus MxsA ^^^ skilled in the laws towo 

J., . . ° . ,!:, of England, who shall teCl«k. 

«BiMbt qm ent et ooiuiaabrt^ ^^^ J^y ^ ^y^^ .com* 
t55fe(SicnS'burgi ]^dict\-<|^i mon Clerk of theborough 

pon^ituetor ,et ^om»abk^r llS'LtJ^olS'^ 

per tecwdatOr* burgi pdiet' jthe Recorder of the bor 

pro tempore^ exJsten', et ex;- ^^^g^^ aforesaid for the 

1, \y. .- - 1 time being, and shall ex- 

«pe«*it bttfcm «uu per se ,TeJ emUse bis offieb^by honsetf 
de^utkt'snBstifficiiehVetcon- or his sufficient ^iMiTt 

I:»».^uu :« ^icx* :» Ai^ and shall bontinue in such 

tKMuibrt ia.offi<; -itt qnw^ro ^^^e so long ak it »h Ji 

f-et^bl^^tor btlrgi ^ict' -{uro ple(Ue.thexMiorderof-dM| 
tempore existen* placuerit; borough aforesaid far thi 



J"^* ^^ Et pro melior* execndM vo- time being } and for the 

, , ^ will and grant m this be- 

hac parte assignavim" noiavi- half we have assigned^ no* 

mu8 constitnimus et fecimns min»te<*> constituted and 
^ ^ . made^ and by these pre- 

acperpsentesassignamusijo- gents do assign, nomi- 
minamus constituimas et fa^- nate,constitute,andmake 
cimns pditcm nobis Falcon' ^.i^^tr/rsSl 

Dniim Brooke fore et esse modern recorder of the 

primu et modeniu Recorda- ^^^S^ ^foresaid, the 

i » u • 'V'j- » J T^'w same Lord Brooke taking 
tor Purgl pdlCt, eodem Uno his corporal oath well and 

Brooke prestante sacrm suu ^^^^Y *o execute such of* 

corporaleadofficiiimudbene £rwiS"',^e2h,tr::JJ 
et fidelif exeqnend* coram other mayor of the bo> 
pfaf Edro Heath vel alio ^"8^ aforesaid for the 

* . , . ^ , . , time beings to whom re- 

majore burgl pdlCt pro tern- spectively we give and 

pore existeii', quibas respec- 8"*^* ^Y *^^^ presents 
4.:^^ ^1 « A X x» ^ ^^ power and authority 

tive plenam potestat et an- to gVe and adminisfcir 
Thomai thorftat' ad hihoi sacf m dand* such oath : We have iaibo 
flrrt town et ministrand' damns el con- "'"gned. »•«««». «>Mto. 

tuted, and made, and by 
cedimns per presentes. As^ these presents do assign, 

signavimns etiam nominavi- '**"*^> , constitute^ and 

j,'^ • a ^' r • make the aforesaid Tho-' 

mus COnstltUim^ et i ecimus mas Newsham to be, by 

ac per psentes assignamiis virtue of these presents, 

««^«»«^«>» •!».«« ^^w^^4'l'^^i*w*^^ ^4, the first and modern com* 

nommamus constituimns et ^on clerk of the borough 
lacimus piat' Thomam New- aforesaid during the plea- 
sham fore et esse vigore p- sure of the recorder afoie^ 

.^ . ^ I said, the same Thomas 

sentlU primu et modemu Newsham exercising hit 

Coem Cticum burgl pdict' aforesaid office by himself 

dnran' beneptito reconiator ^^atthtlhtlXS 

pdict*, eodem Thoma News- their corporal oath well 

ham exercen'officiu sou p- andtnilyto«ecute,«icl» 

-. , * offices respectively before 

diet per sevel per deputat the aforesaid Edward 



clerk. 
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stru snfficien", et titroq^ eo^ H^th or the teai^r al- 

?«tante sacrum sau corporale ^^Z^^'^^^t 

ad offic' itt respective bene ly and severally, we give 

et fidelif exequend' coram 8- *«<* «r»»* by thete pie- 

r_^> T^ J-* TT ^t 1 ' • • s®°^8 f"" power and au- 

iat lidro Heath vel senion ibority to give and adml- 

aldro burgi pdict', qnibus pie- nwt» Boch oath, 

nam potestatem et authori- 

tat* ad hihoi sacpa dand* et 

admiDistrand' conjunctim et 

divisim damns et coneedimns 

per ^sentes. 

10. Acvolentes pdict*cor- 10. And willing that 

pns corporaf ppetuam here ^^ foresaid body ^r- 

* • ♦•fc.T !• • porate should nave per-' 

duration Nospromelioncon- petual duration, we, for 

tinnaciSn' emsdm et eainten- the better continuation of 

#>i J • ^ J ^ the same, and to the. in- 

&>ue quod major recordator ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^y^, ^. 

aldri assisten' bnrgenses de- corder, aUermen, anUt- 

putat' recordator et c3l« dU i^ntburgewes deputy re- 

'^ . ^ , . , . corder, and town clerk 

ens burgl pdlCt respective of the borough aforesaid 

lleant de tempore in tempos ^^Y ^ave reapectivdj, 

1 r. •. • 1 from time to time, fit 

quando opus fiierit idoneOS successors, as often as 

successor"^ de ampHor* giu nra may be necessary, of tour 

splali ac ex ceita sciencia et "^^^ ""An^iT^i^ 

* ^^ ^ grace, and rrom our cer- 

mero mota nris pro nobis he- tain knowledge and mere 

red* et successor' nris per pre- ^'^'"''^^ ^^7 ourselves, our 

- "^ '^ J. heirs, and successors we 

sentes volumus. et concedl- by these presents will 

muspfat'majorialdrisetbur- «nd grant to the efore- 

• *• 1 • ^j' A.> J. ^ paid mayor, aldermen, and 
genslb^S burgl pdict et sue- burgesses ^f the borough 

cessor' suis quod pdict ^Edras aforesaid, and' their site- 
Heath ftierit el continuave- eff^'*''^**'^^^^/»^^^ 

. %>r • r^ • ^ |. , Edward Heath shall be 

nt Major burgl pdlCt usq^ and continue mayor of 

festimi Omnia Sanctoj^ prox- theborough aforewiduft? 



im' sequeii* dat' presantiu et til thp feast of All Saints 

ejiis^em burgi ad diet' oflic' thenceforw^d uAtil dni^ 
nftjdr'bttrgiadict'defeite^: ^^ ^^l ^^TTi?u*^^ 

1 • ^\«»i» » • tr . • . **^^ borough shall haVe 
lect ptect et jurat tueHtSnp- beeii!diily«lected,clios^ 

se taiadia i^ixerit^ nisi intim ^nd«woriiinto the afore-: 

1. i.r^. ^ V. ^» said office of mayor of the 

pro ahqua Mtima causa<w4ot b<y^j,^h ^fot^ia. if b« 
fiierit ; qnodq^ bene Uceat «t sbal| so ^oi^ l^vi, pn^»f 

licebit majori aldris H Mai- £:t%3^r6':»^ foi 

sten'burgeiis'burgipdii^t'pro ^ny Uwf«l ciu^ci-, .ai# 

IS!™/r* tempore existen' vel majori \'^^\'\ ^hall and may be 

!L1f^!?.; J- ^- X lawful for the mayor, al- 

aSt bT P**^^ eoji aumiatim et qtfott detaen, and asfci^^ant 

gesses to anfto de CeterO iktipPul in burgesses of the.borougb 

JhlThiir* festo Sci M icfeis arcfci, nisi ac ^"""^H^' ^.t 

hall yearly ^- in r J- jX- '^S' ^^ *^^ "**J^'' P*^^ ^^ 

at micbael- cideritfestu tti tdre diem im\* ijbeiii, ji^nnualfy a^d^v^ry 
th"mIyo? cum et tunc die projiim'i ser y^**" f?*" T^' ^.^vf *^is^ 

and alder- , - , r. - • » i upon the feast of St. Mi- 

men to no- qucQ Mm te6tUi,flit horas no- cb^el the Ak-chmigd, iiiH 
Sderme*^"* nam ^hte rtieridifem ^et .dtto- ^^^ ^"p^ ^^agt shall h^y^ 

before and AppJ^ani m mprirUp Ri«iAflPfn happened upon a Sunday, 

in the pre- oecimam m meriaie ej«Mem and then upon the dhj 
b*urge88w *^ diei'in magfiH auja infra bat*- ?iext follonring,. the .same 

at large for gumpdict' VOCat'fe^AiW^dtf f%^^> ^^^'.^^^[^ *^^ *^9^"r! 
tbeirclec- o r of nme in the momii^ 

mayof, &^ ««* jaliquo at loco eonit^eolto and twelve in j»id-dayrof 
' ihfrabhrgumprtict'berjnfia[iar' the same day^.in the gir^^t 

I. • '^ J* ^» J. . \ liall within the borough 

iwrgjpdict pro tempwfe ^X« aforesaid called the Sbfr* 

iStett'atlthl 'CJUB defectu itonc WaU» <)r any other (^oave^ 

per aldros burgi pdicjt'.aot Te'' tg^?"^ t 
moforem partem eo^dem as- fixbd upon by \ht:n»yqr 
signatid' convehire et assem- 2^ ^^^ borough aforesaid 

VI , • ', for the time beins, or oil 

btare^ wip^r qu m^or ^t al^ his defMit thtn by tkt 

SSi bllrgi pdict' ad ttmc et i1^ aldermen of. the bDroqgh 
nsen* vpI maior nar« i*€^ wl ^^^^^esaid, or the majpr 

psen vel major pars eo^ vel p^tof'them;tomeetaii« 
m absenda tnajor tunc major as8eiBbl5e ; . wh^iiBuiKjp Af 



pafS ^Idfoi burgl p^Ct^ sic'»at*«" aftid «ilifertaen Cft 

Aaaemomt exiateii , nqmonnt ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ pijespnt, 

<;t a^signabuilt iti psencta Om- or the majorpart of (hem; 

IWi bprgeps' burgi pdicf ad- «" in;thc abe^«ce«crf m 
*w- ^^^»^7»*^ = »|iayor, thpu the maipT 

tune asseifublat' d«OS de tunc part of the aldern^en of 

aMri bargi pdict' qupx neuter *» V>rough* aforesaid, 
.1! merit omciu major ^j^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^jj ^^^ 

btirgi ^dict* infra duos annOS itiinate and assign^ in pre- 

^ntetun^, alt*^ paent' fore can- ^f^ ^^ alithe biirgesws 

I;j\r Tk- -^- ^* ., of the borough afqresittc} 

mdatf atdros pro pniCt omc then assembled, two of 

piajor* bflrgi pdicf ; et SU- thie then aldermen of the 

yiiide onrn bnngems burgi tt^r of wham shall have 
pdicf adluncetlfemBsen*pre- executed the office of 
^r «.ajor et aldros. ejusrfem S^aid' ^'thirS 

btirgi vel liiajor pars eoj no- years then last past, to be 

minahunt et eligent unu da ^^fn^ii^^ate aWermen M 
• J j'j Jr ij-v. c the ^foresaid q^e of 

efBdem eandrdat aldris tore ^ayor of the borough 

e( esse pficiend' in offic* aforesaid ^ and thereupon 
' • » 1 • ^ J,' 4.» :« ' Ax .4> all the burgesses of tbe 

iDf^iar burgi pdict. m fest ^^^^^^^ J^^^^^.^ ^^^^ 

Gmn* SanCtdX tunc pxim* Se- and there present, except 
%X\eTi\ qw quidein persona t^^ "aay^"^ ^^^ aldermen 
»tC'€tectothcitl major burgi the major part of them^ 

pdict* \u eodera festo super stall nominate and elect 

' ' . J. ^ - one of the same aldemteb 

iOSUMipiet et MCrmn SUUCOr- eandidates to be and to be 

porale ad officm major* bnr- installed in the office of 
m pdict' bsue et fi(feHt' exe- ™"y*"-.f *« »»''~'»8^ »; 

i> 'v 1 . foresaid upon the feas^ 

qtiend pstablt coram tunc of All Saints then next 

m^iw et recordator' burgi following, which said per- 

^j. . 1 . i ^ . son so elected shall take 

^MJt vel ejns depntat ac se- upon himself the office of 

nior' ald?0 in burgo pdict' mayor of the borough a- 

tunc residen' pro tempore ex- SrstiTlTehTs'cop 

isteu* vel eo^ aliqu^ quibus ral oath well and fafth- 
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I 

coniunctim ctdivisim plenam f«lly ^ «ecute the oic^ 

•^ , >.i. •! A* A of mayor of the borougn 

potestat et anthontat aa aforesaid before the then 

bfiioi sacranient' adraiiH- mayor and recorderof the 
strand' damns et coucedimus ^^'^"f^ *iT*'''*i''l Y 

DLiaiiu uaiuuo ^ ^ deputy and the semoi' aI-» 

per psentes, nisi ob aliquam derman for the time bc-» 
sSHalem causam per major' ingthen resident in the 

^ , .^ , • 'isj*^» 1 borough afoi'esaid, or ei-* 

et aldros bnrgi pdict vel ^^^ ^^ ^hem, to whom, 
major' part' eoidem appro* jointly and severally, we 
band- impedif fuerit, et in fZ^^i^^o^fZ 

tali casu tunc Statim post authority to give and ad^ 

hiiioi cans' amot' pstabit sa- J"^"V'*^VTu ''**^' Ta 

\ ^ less he shall be prevented 

crament suu corporale ad by any special cause to be 

officiu major bnrgi pdict' be- approved by the mayor 

^ £j 1 •<•.!. .^„««^» :« and aldermen of the bd-- 

ne et fideht' exeqnend m ^^^^ ^^^^^..^ ^, ^^^ 
forma pdict' ; qui quidm can- major part of them, and 
didat' aldrns sic nominal e- in such case, then imme- 

, ^- , . , . Hi — diately after such impedi- 
lect pfect etjntat m otncm ment is removed, he shall 

maior' burgi illins erit major take his corporal oath 

, '^ . .„. ° ^ *^ vjrell and faithfully to ex- 

bnrgi ilhns a tempore sacra- ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ J ^^^ 
ment' sui prestiti nsq^ ad et of the borough aforesaid^ 

in festu Omniu Sanctoj. ex- '^i^ZlZti^^ 
t^nc proximu seqnen si ipse sonamed,elected^cho8ea^ 
tamdin vixerit vel Ultimo mo- a«id worn into the oflScc 

, , ^»r - -^ ^ I.' J of mayor of that borough 

dononamot fii^rit, et abmde ^^.m be mayor of that 
qnonsqi^ unns alius de aldris borough from the time of 

"u ^ 2cj:«4.» :« IV.«.«na T^Al^i^ his oath so taken until 

burgi pdict m forma pdict ^^^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
elect' pfect' et jurat' fuent in Saints then next follow- 
officiu illud. ;?S' ^}\ ''^*" *» •*»"8 

live and shall not be re« 
moved for any lawful 
cause, and thenceforth 
until another of the al- 
dermen of the borough 
aforesaid shall be m 



XXV 

form aforesaid elected^ 
chosen^ and sworn into 
that office. 
11. EtulteriuSVolumuSaC 11. And further we New mayor 

per psentes pro nobis heredi- ^^; ""f ^^ '^^'^ ^^^' llnV^{a 

l^ ^ , ^. sents, for ourselves, our eight days, 

OUS Ct successor nns COnce- heirs and successors, we on death or 
dimns quod quoties et quan- grant, that so often and "moval : 
J -J -^ • whenever it shall happen 

docunq, accident majorem that the mayor of the L- 

burgi pdict' obire infra iLntlU rough aforesaid shall die 

majorat' sui vel offic' iUius '^'^'' ,*•»'= ^^^ ?,^ J"* 

y, ^ , 1 1 r mayoralty, or shall be-r 

mcapacem de venire vel ab of- come incapable of dis- 

ficio illo amotu esse (quem charging his office, or 
.J. . , ^ shall be removed from his 

qmdm major pro tempore office, which said mayor 

existen' se in officio illo non forthetimebeing.forim- 

bene geren; ant infra bnrgu £|:; ^ tnU^Sent 
pdict* non intiitantem amo- within the borough afore^ 
bilem esse volumus per aldros ^*^^» ^} ,^**} ^,^ ^' 

, . ^j. , moveable by the aldermen 

burgi pdict pro tempore ex- of the borough aforesaid 

isten' vel major' part' eoi- for tl^e time being, or 
1 \ 1 . 'J 'a !• the major part of them : 

dem), vel si accident aliqaem „^ j, j/^ Ji ^^^^^^ ,^^^ ^^ ^„, 

aldros burgi pdicf in officiu any of the aldermen of^**^ 

major' burgi pdict' debite e- the borough aforesaid du- 

\ y rn » •ii 1 1 V elected mto the office . 

lect othciU lllud recusare vel of mayor of the borough 

inde incapacem devenire vel aforesaid shall refuse such 

!• ^ Hi — •!! J office, 01 shall become in- 

olju-e antequam officm lUud ^^p^,;,^ „, jj^ before he 

in se SUSCeperit, quod tunc shall have taken upon 

et tocies unus alius de aldris ^imself such office, that 

. ^ . then and SO often another 

burgi pdict m officiu major of the aldermen of thebo- 

burgi illius nominabit'' eliget'' rough aforesaid shall be 

^ Wi« • ^« • !• • named, elected, and in- 

et pficiet'^ m aliquo convem- stalled into the office of 
en' tempore non exceden' oc- mayoi of, that borough, 

♦«. a:^^ ^^vn* 4^^^^ ^UZ4.> «i«^ va some convenient time 
to dies post ttem obit amo- ^^^ exceeding eight days 

c6n' incapacitat' vel recusa- after such death, removal, 

d 



xxtri 

ticm', que qnidem nominatio incapacity, or refusal, 

x 1 J.: £ X • X 1'u J which said nomination 

et electio fiet m talibus modo ,„j ^^.^^ ^^^^ ^^ -^ 

et fonn' qnaKbns in his pne- BW:bmanBei> and form «s 

sentibus nomitiaf6 et etecai » appoioted by these pre- 

» i_ ' *^3* f • sents for the nomination 

major bargi pchct conatitu-. ^nd election of maybr of 

tUT ; qui quidm major sic e- **>« borough aforesaii^ 

1 ., A* M I w J which said mayor so e- 

lect sacrum sou corporate ad ^^^^ ,i,^y j^^' ^j, ^,. 

ofBcifi maj'cnr' btirgi ^ict* poMl oadi well and ftiith> 

bene et fidelit^ exeqoend' p- ^ul'y to e*ecut« thedffice 

1 t ^' mayor of the borough 

Blabit coram recordator' bsr- aforesaid before the re- 

gi pdict' sive ejns deputat' et ^^^^^^ ^ ^^e borough a- 

• . ijK* . t '^•J' ^> foresaid, or his deputy. 

- senior' aldro in bnrgo pdittt ^^j t^^ ^^.^^ aldertaab 

tunc existen* et residen' site of the borongh «fbt«MM 

eoi aliqn', qoibus Cdnjlinc- ^*»' **= time then beinj 

, r ?. . , , *^ and there resident, or ei- 

tim et diTioim plenam potes* ther of them, to whott> 

taV et atlthorftat' ad huftk)! Joi»% and severally, we 

^, J . . j> j^ give and grant full power 

saerament administraiid da- and authorityto adtaittis- 

ittufl ct eottcedittiirs ; qui qui- tcr such oath, which t^A 

, dem major sic efect' ftfect' et T/ro™ £ ;.tbu"e 

j^I^lt' CO^ltinuabit in dto offi- injiis office until and unlfo 

cid tiso, ad et in festu Orouiu *^« ^«^* ^,^".S^. 

c^ • - 9 'ben next following, if 

Ssancto^ tunc proximudeq'Aen he shall so long Kve, and 

si tatti diu vixerit et non sit ^ ^ot from thence law- 

abiude littime amot\ ^^ ^^°^^"^^' 

AWermen^ 12. Et ultCtiuS VolmuUS »C 12. And ^ttlief #C 

up within per presentes pro ilobiis hered* ^4' *?^ ^^ *H^*^ ^^' 

eight days * ^ , ^s/. .i. sents, for ourselves, our 

of any va- et succcssoT uns conc^chlMms heirs artd Successors, ^e 

cancy. ^^^fg^^* majori aHfis et b«r- gra»* 'o *^b aforewrd 

•t I • '^j- ^» ^ ^ mayor,aldermen,andbur- 

gensibus burgi pdict et sud- gesses of the bowugh a- 

cessoribtts snis qtiod qnoties foresaid, and tbeir sHc- 

.tquandoc«uq,contig.rttanu '^Z^^'-^s^l^:^^ 

cjwm vel atiqaos de tMih p^ th»tt any one or more 
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\mr^ pdiet' obirc vel aJi offi- of tbe Mervan of the ho« 
do illo a«t ab offidjs ilUa de- Tbtddy ^ett^lK 

bite amotum aut amotos fore their or either of thek »f* 

ant aliter deficere de pdict* ^^«'' f *^f f, «!"»" oJko-T 

, ,. 1 1~ 1 Wise be a failure of the a- 

niunerotresdecimaldro^bur- forbid number of tbk- 
gi pdict' (quii8 (|aidem aldrps ^^^ alderjnen of th^ bo- 

^* ^^w -.1: 1 r rough aforesaid, which 

Ct eo^ alujuem vel dMJUOS said^aldermen, or any or 

proteqapore exUteo' seiqoffi*- eitherof the«>«i;iH-tbietimQ 
do iilo vel in officijs illis noa ^^^°g. ^""l improper con- 

- , •' duct m their or either of 

beiws geven aut gerente« aut their offices, or for non- 
infra bwrm pdict* ©on feitaa- residence within tlw bo- 

M 1 9^^ J. i-«i ^ rough aforesaid, we will 

tern vel hltantes amoblJeHI et ^ be remoTeaWe by the 

waobiles esse voliunB9 per »ayor u^d t)ie j^t of the 
major' et cetero^ aldf o* Urgi ?W«™enJor the time be^ 

^ y ^ . o ing^ or the major part of 

pdu;t pro tempore existen' vel i^em« that thea and so 
major' partem eorundem) ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ™»y be 

1^ i..- 1 1. lawful for the mayor and 

quod tunc ettQties bene beeait the rest of the aldermen 

et li^cebit maifori €t ceteris al- for ti^^ <ii»« being of tka 

dm burgi Kict'p,^ tempore ^^^'^^a.tnSI^rfr?^ 
exi&ten' vel majori parii eo- ti»e to time, as often m 
nindcmde tempore in tempos the case shall happen, up- 

* ... on due notice and sum- 

qiiando casus aiC accident ao- monstosueh alderman, by 

Mr dehit' notic' et sumoaicon' the mayor of the boreug^ 

' J 1 j^* * ) u aforesaid for the time 

ettdem aldrjs per major bur- being, or by his mandate, 
gi ^dict' pno tempore exi$teii' {;imB in some comraai- 
aat^per ejits mandat' dat' in ''^K^'^f "°' exceeding 

^ ^ ' ^ . ^ eight days atter such 

euqu couveniien tenapore^ncm death, pemoTsl^ or seoes* 
exc^den' octo dies post tal o- ^^^^s to meet and asson^ 

!_•..-. «st » 1 • » ble in a certain hall with- 

bituamocDn vel cession ,xh»- j^ tj^^ borough aforeswd 
TfiAire et asaeBablare iu qna«- eommooLy called tbe 
dam aula infra butgnm gdict' - ^^S^p^L^SS 

VOCat' /e 0^£r/-^t<^ aut ail- theborougbaforesaid^and 
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quo at loco convenien' infra tliere to name and elect 

burgu pdict' et ibidm nomi- ':Zu^-:^^^^Zf^l 
nare et eligere unu vel plures more honest and discrete 
prout casus tunc postulabit ^"'^S^**^* °^ '*^^ ^^''^"g^ 

J . !• •! T aforesaid, who shall have 

de magis probionbus et dlS- then inhabited in that bo- 

cretiorib3 burgens' burgi p- rough for the space of 

d« 4.» • • 1 -ii ^ three years, into the place 

^ ict qui in burgo illo tunc ^, pj,,, J^. ,^^ J^^^. 

mhabltave/ per spaciu triu man or aldermen of the 

anno& in locum Sive locos borough aforesaid so dead 

^' 1 ^ ij'-- 1 ij- or removed, to fill up the 

tllS vel ttm aldri vel aldro^ aforesaid number of thir- 

burgi pdict' sic mortui vel ^^^n aldermen of the bo- 
^^ 4. ^ ^ J.' 1 rouffh aforesaid : and that 

luoituo^ aut arnoti vel amo- j j 

auv/A«,uvr^ «.w c aixjwbi^ Y«:>i txixiKj cvcry personsouamedaud 
tO^ ad SUpplend' pdict' nume- elected, upon due notice, 

ram tresdecim aldrox bnrd '^*" iJ^^^^f*'''*^ *f\P^ 

^j. , * T ^"^ office of one of the 

pdlCt , et qd quiIt psona sic aldermen of the borough 

nominat' et elect' super de- aforesaid, and shall take 
■k:*-'^^^.:^:. • j • • ^ r his corporal oath well and 

bit noticiam inde accipiet of- fojthfuiJy to execute the 

ficiu unus aldro^ burgi pdict* office of alderman of the 

' ac prestabit sacrum suu cor- If "^"^h aforesaid before 

1 J 112 — 1 i~. 1 . <^he mayor and recorder 

pprale ad OtllClU aJdri burgl of the borough aforesaid, 

pdict' bene et fideliter exe- or his deputy, for the time 

_ 19 . bcinff, or either of them* 

quend coram majore et re- to whom, jointly or seve^ 
cordatore burgi pdict' sive rally, we give and grant 
deputat' suu pro tempore ex- ^^ these p esents fuU 

• ^ , 1. power and authority to 
ISten seu eo^ aliqup, quibus administer such oath to 

conjunctim etdivisim plenam ^^^^ alderman so elected 
_ . J. .t ^ ^i_ . , » 1 ■ as aforesaid, which said 

potestat et authontat ad hu- alderman so elected and 

fiioi sadram CuilJbt aldro sic sworn shall continue in 

elect' administrand' damus et LtTtheWuglS^I 
eoncedimus per presentes; said during his natural 

qui quidm aldnia sic elect' et Ij^e, unless he shaU be in 

• o A 1 # . 1 **i® mean time duly re- 

jurat contmuabit m eodem moved from thence for 

just cause. 
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offic' aldri bnrgi pdict* dtiran' 
vita saa nrali nisi infrim ab- 
inde pro jnsta causa debte 
amot' fuerit. 

13. Etulterius VOlumuS ac 13. And further we Assistant 

p psentes pro nobis hered' et ^**' ^^^^ ^Y '^««« P^«- £>" be'hik* 

^ ^ , ^, ,. sents, for ourselves, our „p ^y the 

SnCCPSSOr nriS Conct*uimuS heirs and successors, we mayor and 

pfat' inajori aldris el burgen- grant, to the aforesaid »^<^«"^*"- 

sihns hnnr'i Kdict' et snrre^ niayor,aldermen,andbur- 

siDus ouigi pnict et succes- g^g^^g ^^ ^^^ borough a- 

SOr*Suisquod(jnotiesetqa^n- foresaid, and their suc- 

docunck continent aliquenj ^^f ^"» ^^*V«^ ^^^f.V'^^ 

/' ^ . ,* whensoever it shall hap- 

vel aliquos de assisten bur- pen that any one or more 

gens* burgi pdict' obire vel of the assistant burgesses 

t. /r^ • 11 1 J 1 of the boroueh aforesaid 

ab offici^o lllo decedere vel shall die or secede from his 

non inhitare infra bargu p- office.ornotinhabitwithin 

diet' vel pro aliqna alia titti- *e borough aforesaid, or 

■^ 1 for any other lawful cause 

ma cauSa amoveri quod tunc be removed, that then and 

et toties bene liceat et lice- so often it shall and may 

>, . ^.. , . . 1 i~. 1 be lawful for the afore- 

bltptat majori et aldris bur- said mayor and aldermen 

gi pdict' p tempore existen* of the borough aforesaid 

vel maiori narti eoxdem ad ^r the time being, or the 

vei nidjori parti eo^aem da ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ j^ 

aliquod convenien' tempus, any convenient time not 

non exceden' OCtO dies post exceeding eight days af- 

5« *. , • » 1 *er such death, secession^ 

tlem,oblt cession vel amo- ^r removal, to meet and 

fon, convenire et asserablare assemblewithintheCourt 

* Jr 1 r^ ^ L '^j*4.» House aforesaid, or any 

mfra le Cc art house pdict ^^^^^, ,^„^,„ient place 

aut aliqu'lat convenien' loco within theborough^ore- 

infra burgu pdict' et ibm no- ^^'^^ ,*°< ^^^^^ ^ ""^^^ 

^ *^ ,. , and elect one or more, as 

mmare et eligere unu vel the case shall then re- 

pllires prout casus tunc pos- quire, of the more honest 

"T 1 i_.^ J • 1 • •! and discrete burgesses of 

tulabit de magis probionbus ^1,^ ^o^^^gj, foresaid. 

etdiscretioribusboi^ns'bur- who shall have inhabited 
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gi pdict' qui in burgo pdict' w A« borough tforesaid 

• 4^.. 9 .- . .- for tb€ space of three 

infcitaver per spacm tnu*n-. y^^„ ;„^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ 
nos in locam sive locos Qis places of such assistant 
vel dium assisten' bureensis ^"g*«* "J af^s'an* bur- 

, . , y , gesses so dead or removed^ 

Vel a«ftl«tett burgeiwiu hIC and tsbat jevery person so 

IBOrtui vel IHOrtUO& amoti vel named and elected, i^pon 
' _ . J. ix,. due notice, shall theiice- 

amoto|i, et qd quelfet per- fo^h accept tbe office trf 
Mma sic uominat' et elect' one of the assistant biar> 
super debit' uoticiam inde jm> §'^^\f **>«. '^''"S^ f 

, *. . , . J foresaid, and snarl take 

Cipiet olnciU l^niUS asSKSten his corporal oath well aad 

bnrffens' bargi pdict' ac pre- ^aJthforiy to execute the 

,. ^^ 1 office of assistant hursess 

stahit sacrum suu corporaJe ^f ^^ borough aforesaid 

ad ofBciu ass^isten' burgens' before the mayor and re- 

burgi pdict' bene et fideb'ter eorder of the borough a- 
o *^ . foresaid, or his deputy 

exequieiia cof^un mnjore et for the time beiag^ or ei- 
reeardatore feurgi. Sdict' sive I^*^^'^ ^^^ ^^^f ™> ^ ^^^^^ 

r \ , * lointJy and severally, we 

depotat 8UG pro tempore ex- '^^ \^ g,ant by thw 
isten' vel eoS aliqa', qoibus presents full power and 
conjuoctim et divisim pie- -J^ Z el'Sl' 

nam pote^tat' et autboritat' ant burgess so elected m 

ad hutnoi sacrament' cuilt as-" a/oresaid, which said.As- 

, > • 1 » J SI stant burgess so elected 

w»ten burgens sicelea ad- wid worn shall co»atiwe 
ministratKl' p psentes damns in the same office of as- 

, i« , • -J, sistant burcess of the bo- 

et concedimus ; qui quidm ^^^^ ^/^^^ j„,^ 
assistea' bni'^as' sic elect' et his aatwai J*fe, unless im, 
kiraf continuabit in eoilm *« '?«»° *«»« ^« f^^ 

•^ , . . , . , - be thence removed m 

omcio at^8.i&ten burgens bur- Aanoer aforewd. 
gi pdict' duran' vit' sua nrali 
nisi interim abinde in forma 
pdiet' amot' fbeiit* 

14. Ac ulterius volumus \^'Jf^ j^^'^ T 

1 . 'v. T .> /Y» .- wiU, that so often as the 

quod quoties paict ooicm «f<»semiofficeofrccorder 



XXXI 

recordator' bargi pdict' per ^ the borougli AlwcMid Recorder 
mortem vel aliter vac»re eon- g-^^sTrot'^^ ^-J?, 

tigerit, qd tnnc et toties bene that then and so often it aUetmeu. 

liceat majori et aldris bnrgi "^ ^ l*'^*^"] *«• *« 

^^, , , mayor and aldermen or 

pdict pro tempore existen* the borough aforesaid for 
vel majori parti eoA de tem"- ^^e time bang, or ilie 

. ' J. j major part of them. fr«m 

^re 111 tempias quando casus ^^^^ ^^ ^ime, when the 
sic arciderit super deWt*^ no- case sh^U so heppen, up- 
tic et sumonicon eisdm aU on due notice or summeM 

J-.. • , I. . ^ I. , given to such alderman 

WIS per major burgi pdict by the mayor of the bo- 
pro tempore existen' aut per ^©Mgh aforesaid for the 

. ,^ J. . J ^, time beinff. Of by his pre* 

e^n pi^eceptum dat' Conye- ^ept, to meet and asJ^m- 

tiite et aasemblare in pdict' ble in the aforesaid baS 

tai vocat' le Court-house set c*U«d'^f Court H<««i 

^ t. 1 . > o*" *"y other convenient 

miqtro alio loco convenien place withiti the bordugk 
infra burgum pdict' et ib«i afoiesaW, and there to 

.J. ^ X name and elect another 

ROmmarfe et ellgere UUfi at discrete and proper maA 

dfscreta et idoueii virum fore to be recorder of the h^ 
r^cotdator' bu^ pdict', eon- -At'htffi'c'd'Sg 

tinuaud' in eodem offic' dn- his natural fife, utrless for 

*an' vita sua nrali nisi pro any lawful cauee be shtitt 

-. . . ^ , be removed, which said 

W^a Iltlima causa afOOt recorder so named afid 

foerit ; qui quidm recordator efected shalj take his tot- 
sic nominat' et elect' ^tabit ^iyt^ex^^^^^^ 

sacrm SUU corporale ad offi*- before the mayor of the 

ciu illud bene et fideMter ex- ^.^'^^"S^. *^^'^^"[^' ****^ 

, , . time being, to whom we 

equend coram majore burgi grant full power and au- 

ftdiet' pro tempore existen', thority to adndinister such 
. t > ^ ^ ^> ^ ^1 oath ; and the said re- 

cm plen potestat et amtho- ^^^ ^^y ^„^ ^^aU ex- 
ritat' ad homoi sacram mi- ereise his office aforestdil 

fiistfaad'concedimtia; et die- eitHerbyWaselforbylm 

' sumcieilt deputy. 

tus recoidaitdr exefceat et ex- v 
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ercebit officiusnupdict' per se 
vel per depntat' suu sufficien'. 

fteputy re- 15, Damus etiam et per 15. Also we give, and 

tuaaieaihs. successor' nris eoncedimus cessors, we grant to the 

. pfat' maiori aldris et bureen- aforesaid mayor, alder- 

•L L • 'V J. * men, arid burgesses of the 

Slbns burgl pdlCt et SUCCes- borough aforesaid, and 

SOribus suis quod quilt depu- their successors, that eve- 

tat' ,^co.^ator bnrgi pdict et [^ ^ff XS/'^d 

comunis cticas burgi pdict' town clerk of theborough 

per recordator' bnrgi illius aforesaid hereafter to be 

* • jT 1 • named and elected by the 

impost eru nominand et eh- recorder of such borough* 

gend' ac quilibt deputat' hu- and every deputy of such 

X/ • ~- _!,• • i. ~ • J town clerk, by such de- 

moi cois ctici per humoi de- p„ty reorder or town 

putat' recordator' vel coem clerk hereafter . to be 

dicum imposteru nominand' named, shall take his cor- 

'^ ^ poral oath well and faith- 

prestabit sacram suu corpo- fully to execute wch re- 

ralq ad offic'hufhoi respective spective office before the 

-, ' i» 1 f^ ,, mayor and recorder of the 

bene et fideliter exequend borough afoi-esaid for the 

coram ii\ajore et recordatore time being, or either of 

burgi pdict' pro tempore ex- l^^l^^^/raS^^^'gfe^^^^^ 

isten' vel eo^ alter, quibus grant by these presents 

coniunctim et divisim pie- ^"^^ P^!^^^ ^^^ authority 

•^ - r , to administer such oath, 
nam potestat' et authontat 

ad hamoi sacrm ministraud^ 

damus et concedimus per 

psentes. 

16. Et ulterius volumus 16. And further wc 

ac per psentes pro nobis he- ^^"> ""f ^^ '^,^^ P'^; 

Si -1^ • ^^^^^9 *or ourselves, ouf 

redibus et successoribus nris hdrs and successors, we 

concedimus pfaf major' al- g'^nt to the aforesaid 

j^. , *,, .^T, mayor,aldermen,andbuf- 

dns et burgens bnrgi pdict ges^es of the borough a- 
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et saccessorib} snis quod de foresaid^ anil thek sue- 
cetero imperpetuu 5int et e- J®®^7' *^a* ^^^^ ever 

^ .. r '^,;^ - ^ 1. , bereafter tb^re may and 

runt intra burgu pdict tres shall be wiAin the bo- 

ministr' sive official-', quoi ro^g^ aforesaid three scr- ^ 
,-«««» ^ 'a. J, • L'^.o vants or officers, of whom 

iinus erit et nommabit' Ser- one sbaU be and shall be 

Viens ad Clavairi burgi pdict', called Serjeant at Mace Serjeant at 

^ altr eoru nominabit^ le Yeo^ t ^^i^'^'T^n f ^''^'Sf^j ^"^' 

' .^1. , , the other shall be called 

man burgl pdlCt , et alter' eoji the Yeoman of the bo- Yeoman. 

nominabitur Bedellus burgi ^^^^^ aforesaid, and the 

?iJ:«4.» • • ^ - - ^*^er shall be called the 

pdlCt , qui imposteru noia- Beadle of the borough a- Beadle. 

bunf et constituenf^^ de tem- foresaid, who shall be 
pore in tempos per major' ^^^%,^Zl:;^ T, 

et aldros borgi pdlCt' pro aldermen of the borough 
telnpore existen' vel maior' aforesaid for the time be- 
^«^' «^ J J. • *°S' ^^ *^^ °^»Jor part of 

part eorundem^ et continua- them, and shall continue 
bunt in officijs illis respective ij^s«cli offices respectively 

quamdiumajorietaldmbur- The^^ and" S^Jr 

gl pdlCt pro tempore existen' of the borough aforesaid 

vel majori parti eoruudem ^'''*.*^ *"^^ ^'J"^' ^"^ ^^^ 

I X ^ major part of them. 

placuent. 

17. Volume antem et p 17. But we will, and 
psentes constituimus et ordi- ^V^^^ ^^""^^f^. ^« ?P- 

J Ti.~ TT ,1 P^*°* ^^^ ordain, that 

namus quod Ricus Hadley Richard Hadley shaU be Richard 
erit vigore preseutiu primus ^^ ^^^^^ °^ **»ese pre- ^[^S?** 

Vam burgi pdict', et quod borough aforesaid, and 

Rieas Harris erit vigore pre- tX^'r^ofttr^f i^'TLt 
sentiii primus et modernus sents the first and modem y^^"""- 
Yeoman burgi pdict', et quod yj^^^"^ ^^ 'be borough 

P*i^^.'^»a ViT^^AU -1 • »fo'^said, and that Fran- Francis 

JfranCus Woodhdms ent Vl- cis Woodhams shall be by Woodhama 

gore psentiu primus et mo- ^^'^ ®^ 'bese presents ^"tbcadle. 

demus Bedellns burgi pdict^ S^ S'4S,™S™afor;: 

e 
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continnaiki' in respcctivis ot- 8«<i> *<> ^Jontifiue in suoh 

A •• Ml* ^ -^j« u . respective officee so lone: 

. ficijs libs quamdm se be«e^t'(,^,fc^,i|^^^gtj,^^ 
gesserint ; Qui quidin RiSna selves prapeiiy > wbuA 
HadleyRiCns Harris etFrau- *f'l ^je^*":^ ^1^*7, 

^ / ii_ !• Richard Hams, and Fran- 

cas W oodharas et queibt aha cis Woddham*, and ete^ 
persona in offic' iff servien* >T person hereafter to b^ 

J I 1 , t nominated and appointed 

ad clavam le yeoman et be- into the offices o/sVrjeaor 
deUi bargi pdict' seu in euS At mace, yeoowo, and 
aliquod imposter' ndminand' J^adle of the borough »- 

* , ^ foresaid, or into either of 

. ' et constituend antequam off them, before they pre^ 
. ficia itt respective exeqni pre* »"bi«. ^ ^^^ute their re- 

, * ^ * <s, spectire offices, shall take 

suinpserint prestabuiit sacra tj^j^ cwporal oaths well 

ina corporal ad re&pectiva and faithfully to ejc«cu|e 

officia sua pdict-bene et fi- :j:jSrtf-" Z 

deliter exequend coram ina^ mayor and recorder of the 

for' et recordator' burgi Sdict' borough aforesaid, or hif 

/ *' . , f ** cf r deputy for the time being, 

3ive deputat sufi pro tempore or either oi tbem, t0 
existen' vel ec^ aliqu\ quib> whom, jointly and seve- 

conjunctim et divisim plan' by^^e ^7ese°t/S 
pbtestat' et anthoritat' ad hii- power and autbority^ta 
moi sacrament' ministrand' administer such oath. 

damns- et concedimus per 

presentes* 
Ihitiesof 18. Vokrans etiam et per ig. We will airo, mid 
•fficcr^ presenter concedimns qtiod bythese presents we ^ant, 

1 1, « • ,1 I that the aforesaid sen eant 

fJdlct serviens ad clavam \e ^t mac«, yeoman, and 
yeoman et bedellns burgi p- bejidle of the borough »•* 

diet' pom huffioi sac^a sua Srr^'ct^Sj^^rshil 
teispective pf estita erunt de be from time to time at-^ 
tempore in tempus attendcn' *^»^*?^ upon the mayor, 

. ^ , , J , recorder, and deputy re- 

in et super major recordator border of the borough a- 

^t deputat' recordator' btii^ foresaid fo* th< time be-^ 



^ict' pro tempore existen' »»s. *• 3«»^>w 6f tbe 
justiciai' ad pacem burgi p- ?;- «/ ^^^"1^;^ 
diet' et canas burgi ^diet' ad of the borougb afbi^said, 
exequend* mandaf pi^cepto ^ ^^f '^ '^^ mandates, 

^ J precepts, and processes 

et proee^us eorandcm ma- of the wme mayor, m- 

jor' recordator' deputat' re- J»rder, deputy recorder, 
1 ^ , . ^. . t J justices of the peace, and 

cordator justiciar ad paccm •[,£ ^^^ courts, and to 
^t ciiriar', et ad faciend' su- wre all tummons, dla- 
moniaSn* districfon* attachia- *"^f ^'' attachments, (ir- 

rests, punishments, im- 

ment arresra^o' correction* prisonments, and procla- 
imprisonam* et proclamafon' matiow within the bo- 

«/> 1 .^i.« rough aforesaid as shall 

infr?> burgU pdlCt proutopiia be necessary, in such man- 

ftierit, et ttibus modo ordine oer and fon^i as to tbe 

*t fomia prout pfat' major' ^SJT^. W 

recordator deputat* recorda- peace, and courts, rt- 

tor' justiciar' ad pacem et spectivfly sWl seem fit. 

curij 8 respective opportiitf vi- 
debitur. 

19- Etulterius damas et i^. And further wegive,Seijeanttb 
per presentes pro nobis here- *»<* by these present!, g^^"^* 

%•« ^ .'i f,. for ourselves, our heirs ' . 

dlbns et SUCCeSSOnboa nFlS and successors, we grant ^ 

coDcedimtts ^faf major^ aU to the aforesaid mayor, 
m et burgenaiba, bargi p. ^WS;^-^ ^S^, 

diet' et SUCCeSSOribns SUis and thdr successors, that 

quod aerviens ad clavam bnr^ *^e serjeant at mace pf 

*. j^ ,, , . the borough aforesaid for 

gi pdict pro tempore exia- the time being, and in hfe 
ten et in eju» absenoia tnoc absence then the yeoman^ 

leyeomanibmclavamargen. ^^J^^Vm^-- 
team yel deauratam signo graved and ornamented 
armox nroA sculpt' et omat' '^''^} ^^^ impresiion of 

« f, j^ • 'S'j* ♦ ^^^ arms, before the 

coram majore burgi pdlCt mayor of the borough a- 

pro tempore exi«ten' in quo* forewkl for the ti»^ be^ 
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tbt loco infra burgum pdict' ing> i» every place mtUn 
. i_. ' , , the borough aforesaid. 

portabit et geret. ^ 

Mayor re- 20. Et ulPius volumus Ct 20. And further We 
fusiiig of- ^ ,^„4.^o ^^^ Jr^uic. U^w>^ wiU> and by these pre- 

ficefine^o/. per psentcs pro nobis here- ^^^;^^ ^^^ ourselves, our 

dibu8 et snccessoribus uris heirs and successors^ we 

concedimus pfaf maiori aU g^^^nt to the aforesaid 

j^, - -* ., / . ^ mayor,aldermen,andbur- 

dris et burgensibus bnrgi p- gesses of the borough a- 

dicf et SUCCe^SOribus suis foresaid, and their suc- 
11 A. \i.z cessors, that whenever 

qaod quapdocunq, et quoties ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ ^„y ^f 
aliqnis aldro& borgi pdict' in the aldermen of the bo- 

offidu Maior' burei illius rough aforesaid shaU have 
, •; . ° been in due manner c- 

debte elect nient, et Bens lected into the office of 

notic' inde sibi datam officiU Mayor of that borough, 
•11 1 . • and ha vine notice for that 

lUud in se suscipere recusa- p^^^^ |,^„ ^^ ^^^ 
verit vel neglexerit, nnllam refuse or neglect to take 
hens raainabil' excnsac6n' »P°P '"'•»*«'* ^^'^\^'^> 

^ , ^ _ having no reasonable ex- 

allocat p major et aldrpS cuse allowed by the mayor 

vel ubi non fiierit major tunc and aldermen, or where 

11^ 1 •'N*i» « I there is no mayor then by 

P aldros burgl pdlCt vel ma^ ^y,^ aldermen of the bo. 

jor' partem eo&dem, quod rough aforesaid, or the 

• tunc et toties bene licebit fiXotSTTt'sSl 

, majori et ceteris aldermannis be lawful for the mayor 

burei illius qui pro tempore a°^ the rest of thealder- 
r > 11- r- • ™cn of that borough for 

fuerint, vel ubi non tuent the time being, or when 

major tunc ceteris aldris bur- tbere shall be no mayor 

• -K* !• .» 1 • • _.♦ ^_ then for the rest of the 

gi pdict vel majon parti eo- jj^^^„ ^^ ^j,^ ^^^ 
rundem^ taxare et imponere aforesaid, or the major 
sup tiem aldrum sic recusan' P*^' ^^ *^«°^' ^ ^,f^^ 

J !• * • m impose upon such alder- 

vel negligen suscipere om- man so . refusing or ne- 
ciu illud ponabilem sumam greeting to take upon 

• o 1 , . himself that office any 
Jive finemnon exceden SU- reasonablesumorfinenot 

'mamvigintilibrarum^aoiMe- exceeding the sum <^ 



\ 
\ 
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diate super (Jem recusac6n' twenty pounds, and im- 

procedere ad elecSin' alteri- St^^^edt Z 

US idonee persone fore ma- election of another fit per- 

jor burei pdicf in loco ttis f"" ^^ ^^ ^°^ay«5, ?^ '^^ 

^ ^ . , , borough aforesaid in the 

persone sic recusan , et sic to- ^lace of such person so 

ties qnoties et quousa ali- refusing, and so as often 

.1 • ' 1 and until another fit per- 

qua idonea persona in locum ^^^ ^^4^ ^een duly efect- 

majoriH burgi pdict' debe e- ed, chosen, and swam 

led* pfect' et jurat' ftierit: et into the place of mayor of 

*, •' . the borough aforesaid: 

quandocuuq^ et quoties an- and whenever and so often 

quis bnreens' burgi pdict' in as any burgess of the bo- 
re ♦ Aij-" 1 • 'ii- ^ 3^ rouerh aforesaid hath been 
Offic Aldri burgl lUlUS debe dulyelected into the office 

elect' ftierit, et tiens notic' of Alderman of that bo- AMermen 

inde sibi datani offic' iUnd in ^""SK ani having notice ^fa-ng. 

for that purpose given 

se suscipere recusaverit vel him shall refuse or neglect 

neglexerit, nullam liens rona- ^J^^^ ^P^?^ himsell such 

° office as aforesaid, having 

no reasonable excuse al- 



bilem 



excusacon 



allocaf ut 



pfert', quod tunc et toties lowed as aforesaid, that 
r 1* ^ ^ 1* u*«. * * * then and so often it shall 

benehceat et licebit majon «„d „,ay be lawful for the 

et aldris burgi illias qui pro mayor and aldermen of 

tempore ftierint vel majori that borough for the time 

\ , •; being, or the major pajjrt 

parti eorundem taxare et im- of them, to tax and im- 
ponere super ttem burgens' pose upon such burgess 

9 1 1*9 SO refusine: or neglectinir 

SIC recusan vel negligen sus- ^^ take upSn himself such 

cipere offic' illud ronabilem office any leasonable sum 

flumam sive finem non exce- "' *^"*,"*'* exceeding the 

^ _ sum of ten pounds ; and 

den sumam decern iibra^ : whenever and as often as 
etquandocunaet quoties ali- »°y ^^ ^^^ burgesses of 

/ , , , , . ^j. , the boroueh aforesaid 

quis de burgens burgi pdict bath been duly elected in- 

in offic* un' Assisten' Burgen' to the office of one of the 

burgi pdict' debte elect' fae- ^t^*^S;'*5 ^^. 
rit, et liens noticiam inde si- having noticefor that pur- "^ 
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bi daf officium illud in se posc^v^nWinshallicfme 

11 to take upon himself tbat . 

SUSCipere recusavent, mUsm office. Dot having any rea- 

liens ronabilem excnsacon' sonable excuse aUowe'l as 

allocaf ut pfertr, qnod tunc afor^id, that then and 

* ,.' *. , , so often it shall be law- 

et toties bene liceblt majon ful for the mayor and ajr 

et aldris burgi Bdicf pro tem.. dermen of the borough 

. ^ V 1 • • ^« aforesaid for the time be- 

pore existen vel majori parti j^g „, j,^ ^^j^, p„t „f 

eorondem taxare et itnpo> them, to tax and impote 

Here super tlem burgens' sic "P?» '"^^ burges, «, t^ 

r 1. ^ • fusmg or neglecting to 

recosan vel negu'gen' »u§ci- take upon himself such 

pere officiQ illud ronabilem office any reason^W sum 

* _ • « or fine not exceeding the 

fiumam sive finem non ex^ sum of five pounds ; and 

ceden* sum' quinq^ librae, ac that in such cases, as 

quqd in ttlbus casibos-quoties J^»- i^f,^l»^;,^^P; 

acciderint bene Uceat et lice- be lawful for the aforc- 

bit pfet* majori aldris et bur-, said mayor, aldermen, and 

*^., , . is,i. 9 burgesses of the borpugh 

gensibus burgl pdlCt et eo^ aforesaid, and their sue- 

6«cces«or* oiliee et singalas cessors, to levy, demand, 

/:»*^« «4. r,n^r»o o:^ *«.^^4.* «♦ have, and take, from time 

fioe^ et sumas sic taxat et ^ .^^^^ ^^ ^;^ ^^^^^^ 

impoit' levare impetrare tiere such fines and sums so 

et percipere de tempore in taxed and imposed by di». 

'^ "^ ,. . ^ , tress and sale of the goods 

tempos per distnccon et ven- and chattels of such pcr^ 

difi&n* bono& et cataIlo& hu- s^ns «o refusing or n^ 

««^ • _ \. • » 1 srlectinff, or each of them 

moi personnji sic recusan vel f ectWely, or by suit, 

uegligen' et cujuslibt eo& re-^ writ, complaint, or actioti 

spective, vel per sectam bre' ^^ ^^^'^^ *^ ^**^ f ***« 

X i* » J ». • 1 mayor,aldermen,andbur- 

querei aut accon deKti ad u»u gesses of the borough a- 

ipsox major' aldros^i et bur- foresaid, and their suc^ 

♦ 1 • '^j* ^» X cessors, without any satis- 

gens burgl pdlCt et SUCCes- faction or any otheJ thing 

SO^ 8UO& absq^ aliquo compo for that purpose in any 

aut aliqu* at proiude nobis "^*?°^' ^ *^^ rendered, 

, 1, 1 , ^. pa*M, or performed to u», 

hered vel successor nrisquo- our heirs^ or successoi-s* 
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quomodo; reddend* soWend' 
sen faciend*. 

21. £t ulterius volnmns 21. And £anhet weConmutii 
et per presentes pro . nobis ^*"' ^]^*l ^V *^««« P^«- ^"'''"' 

- * J, ^ ^., ^, seats, for ourselyes, our 

nered et successor] bos Dris heirs and snccessors, wd 
damns et coneedimus prefat' grant to the aforemd 

M^ • • iJ*^'- xU »u mayor.aldermen.andbur* 

toajon aldns et burgens bur- g,^,'^^ j,,^ j^V^^g^ ^, 
gi pdict' et snccessor* suis foresaid, and tkelr sue 
quod major et aldermanni '=^f«'?' *«* **"/ ™»y«' 

/ . ^ - .•^ , and aldennen of the bo- 

borgi pdict pro tempore ex- ,ough aforesaid for the 

isten* constitut' virtute harii «»ne being, appointed by 

.^ 1 • Tirtue of these presents. 

presentm vel major pars eo^ or the major part of them, 
de tempore in tempos imper- may and shall be from 

•n^.-^^ «:*.♦ **♦ >»«^r^4- r*;tm»«vA *inie to time for ever the 

petan smt et erunt Comune Conunon CouncU of tbe 

Con»iliu burgi pdict' pro re- boraugb aforesaid, for den 

bus et negOtijS bui^i pdict' Jng and trateacting of aU 
» It / things and business of the ' 

tractand et peragend (quo^ borough aforesaid, (of^ 
major burgi pdict' pro tem- whom we will that the 

pore existen' vei senior' al- Z'^:^£\t'^:^^C 
drnm ejusdem burgi in ejus ing, or in his absemce the 
absentiapro tempore existen* »^»^^r aldeman of th« 

^ . ^ . sameborough for the tune 

nnu esse volumus) qui super beingshouldbcone),wha, 
samonic&n' per hufiioi major' «!«» summons gircn by 

.4 J 1» J a» *. the mayor, or by his war- 

aat ejus mandat dand lie- „„t^ J^y'^j l^^^^ ^^^^ 
ant et kebnntplen' potestat' full power, licence, and 

facultat* et authoritat' in p- f^thonty to asse^ible in 

^ the atoresaid hall oi tbe 

diet' aula burgi pdict' vocat' borough aforesaid erfled 
le Court-house ant aliquo alio the Court-hou^c, or any 

1 • > • r 1 - other convenient place 

loco con venien mfra bufgu within the borough afore- 
^ict' assembland'^ et ibm said, and there to frame 
Gondend* et constituend' or- ^^f .*PP^\'> constitute, 
dinand' faciend' et stabiiiend' blish from tinks to time^ 
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dc tempore in tempus leges reasonable, good, sahi-^ 

stataf constituc&nes decret' S'n^^^it*: 
et ordinac6nf;s ronabit bona tutes, constitutions, de- 

salubria Utilia licita honesta crees, and ordinances, ac- 
^ , . cording to their sound 

et necessar juxta eof sanas discretion, for the good 

discrefbnes pro bono regi- order and government of 
^. fe_ /v> u .^ '^ ^^^ borough aforesaid, 

mine et gafenacone burgi p- ,„j ^f ^u%nd singula; 

diet ac omn' et singnloK of- the officers, serrants^ ar- 

ficiar' ministroa arti6ciu in- *^ff' ' inhabitants, and 

, . J^ , , g, t residents within the bo- 

nitan et residen infra bur- rough aforesaid for the 
gu pdict*, ac pro declaracJSne t^™^ ^eing, and for de- 

1 . 1 i~. ^ daring in what manner 

quomodo major aldn et as- the nJyor, aldermen, and 

sisten' bargenses bnrgi pdict' burgesses of the borough 

et ogs et singuH officiar' mi- aforesaid, and all apd sin- 

° , , gular the officers, ser- 

nistri artifices inhabitan' €^t vants, inhabitants. andre- 

residen' infra bargu pdict' in s'dents for the time be- 

/Y^ •• r ^ •! • . •• inff within the borough 

officijs funconibus misteriJS aforesaid shaU from time 

artificijs et negotijs' suis in- to time have, use, and 
fra burgQ pdief et libertat' ^^^^^^^^ . 

et precinct' ejusdem pro tem- mysteries, trades, and bu- 
pore existen' de tempore in sinesses within the bo- 

^ i_ X. rough aforesaid and the 

tempus sese hebunt gerent liberties and precincts 
et utentur pro bono publico thereof, for the common 

coi utilitate etbono regimine f^lr^'^r^W 

burgi pdict'j ac pro victuala- rough aforesaid, and for 

66ne ejusdem, ac de rebus thevictuallingofthesame. 

.r . .- and m all things, causes, 

negotljs et Causis qmbuscunq^ andbusinesseswhatsoever 

burgu pdict' tangen' sen quo- relating to or in anywise 
J » \i, concerning the borough 

quomodo concernen , ac ties aforesaid, and to ass«s 
ronabiles penas fines et pe- and impose such reason- 
nalitat' in et super oes et Hin- »"«?«?*' «»« ' »>"» F" 

^ nalties in and upon all , 

gulos delinquen' contra hu- and every delinquent a- 
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aioi leges statut* constitucon' gainst such laws, statutes, 

J . . t. *^ » constitutions.decrees.and 

decreta^ sive ordiMcon per ^^dmances to be levied or 

districcon' et vendicon' bono& recovered by distress and 

vel per sectambreqnerel sive sale of their goods and 

<vr , , x.^. • » 1 J- chattels, or by suit, wnt, 

accon demi per major aldros and complaint, or action 

et burgenses bnrgi pdict' le- of debt, by the mayor, al- 
j, . ^ j> • dermen, and bureresses of 

vand aut recaperand assi- ^he borough aforesaid, as 
dere et imponere prout eis to them or the major part 

^r^l «v«oC^-; ^o«^; Ar^-* /'r^i-.^*^ of thcm (of wbom the ' 

vel maiori parti eoj (quo& r^A. u i. 

^ •' .^s, 1. , *i • » mayor of the borough a- 
major' burgl pdict' vel senior foresaid or the smior al- 

aldrum eiusdem burei pro d«fman of the borough 

. . , o I aforesaid for the time be- 

tempore existen unura esse i^g ^e will to be one) 

volumus) necessar' opportun' shall seem necessaiy, fit, 

et rpmiisit' videbit' • oiioda. ^°^ requisite 3 and that may reco- 
et requiSU Viaeou , quoaq^ the mayor, aldermen, and ^erpenal- 

major aldri et burgenses bur- burgesses of the borough own ulef" 
gi pdict' pro tempore exis- •^''esaid for the time be- 

7 > 1. '^ • r ^ ii^g may raise, recover, 

ten humoi penas tines et pe- ^nd receive such pains, 

nalitat' ad USU SUU propriu fi»es, and penalties to 
1 . . their own use, without 

levare reciiperare et recipere ^„y ^^tisfactioA or any 
possint absc^ aliquo compo other thing to 6e for that 
sive aliqu' at proinde nobis P»'P?^:? " ^^y^^^f "■«=°: 

J, 1 , ^. dered, done, or performed 

nered vel successor nris quo- to us, our heirs, and suc- 
quomodo reddend' solvend' cessors. 
sive faciend'. 

22. Et ulterius VolumUS 22. And further we Justices 

et per psentes pro nobis he- ^^^; ""f ^^ ^^^^^ P^^- t^^T ' 

A* ^ , ~. J. s^^^s, for ourselves, our ^^ . 

red et successor nns COncedl- heirs, and successors, we ^ 

niuspfat' maiori aldr is et bur- g''*^* ^^ '^^ aforesaid 

.1 1 . ^ ,. , , mayor.aldeimen.andbur- 

gensibus burgl pdlCt et sue- gesses of the borough a- 

cessor' suis qd pdict' Eldrus foresaid, and their sue- 

Heath per psentes constitut' ^^.^f^^ly ^ e t^M-yo. 
major buigi pdict' et quitt al presents appointed mayor 

f 
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tiiajor inde pro tempore ex- of the borough aforesaid^ 
isten* duran' tempore quo of- ?" V.^"^ k*" r^"" 

,^, , ^ tor the time being, during 

. fic' major' burgi illius exer- the time that he shall ex- 

cebit et pro uno anno inteero ^^,"^^ ^^^ °^^^ ^^ ^^l^^ 

. , ^ of that borough, and for 

extuncpxim sequen%necnon. one entire year then next 

pfat' Fulc' Dnus Brooke per following, and also the 
Ci«^«4. ^ J.' J. 1' J J. aforesaid Fulke Lord 

psentes constitut recordator g^^^^^ ^y ,^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ 

Recorder, burgl pdict' Ct quillbt at re- appointed recorder of the 

cordator ejusdem burgi pro b^^ough aforesaid, and 

•'. , or every other recorder of the 

tempore existeu , necnon tres same borough for the time 

and three antiquissimi et maxime se- being, and also the three 
senior Al- • i _t~* i_ • "^ i* ^9 eldest and senior alder* 

dermen : niorcs aldri burgi pdict^ pro ^^n of the borough a- 
tempore existen' (unde pdict' foresaid for the time be- 
Thomas Stratford Edmund j^^^»^ -J^» Jj^ g,^ 

Makepeace et Johes Welton wardMakepeace,andJohn 

erunt primi et modemi) sint Welton are the first and 

^ J ^ .f^, modern) may and shall 

et erunt CUStodes et quiIlbt ^^e, and each and every 

eo& sit et erit CUStOS pacis of <bem shall and may 

nre hered' et successor nro& ^f ^^'^,^'' ^^ ^^^. P^^^^ 

_ ^ ., ^ .«..« ofouxselves,oiir heirs and 

infra burgu pdict' ac justiciar' successors within the bo- 
riri hered' et successor nro& rough aforesaid, and jus- 

j ~ i_ j» **ces of ourselves, our 

ad pacem nrm hered et sue- ^eir^ and successors, to 

cesso^ nroX in f r?. burgu pdict' preserve the peace of our- 
^r^^c^^^r^^^ «« ^A ^w^^'-.*. „:,. selves, our heirs and sue- 

conservand^acadomnetsm- ^^^^^^ ^.^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

gut infra burgum pdict' faci- rough aforesaid, and to do 

end' et exequend' que et qua- *^? perform all and sin- 

,. |. . V . . . ^, J , gular such things within 

Iia ahqui at justiciar nn ad the borough ^foresaid as 
pacem nram alibi conservand' and *" sych manner as 

_ • « J • r ^ other our justices assigned 

assign de jure facere et ex- ^^ ^eep our peace lue- 

equi possint^ ac eos ac aliquos where of light ought to 

dAs^sive plures eoi (quo? do and perform j and them 
. * « ^^ ,« any two or more of them 

major vel recordator vel al- (of whom the mayor or 
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ter de duobus antiquissiinis recorder or either of the 

^4- \^^^:^^r. «««:^-:k,,« «ij:::« two elder and senior al- 

et maxime semoribus aldris j^^^^„ ^^ ^j,^. ^^^^^^ 

burgi pdict' qui erant huihoi aforesaid wbo are such 

castod' et iustic' un' semper keepers and justices as 

' aloresaici we will to be 

esse voluinus) ordinamas et one) we ordain and ap. 

<!onstituiinus justiciarios nros point our justices, to in- 

J . . i» ' *si quire by the oath of good 

ad inquirend per sacrum pro- 2^^ i^^f^j ^^„ J^^^ 

bo& et legalium bolum de borough aforesaid of all 

burffo pdict' de oibus felo- J^l""'«=*' trespasser, of- 

.. ° * » IT fences, contempts, and 

niJS transgress oftens' con- crimes perpetrated or to 

tempt' et malefact' infra bur- be perpetiated within the 

K. J. ^, ^ ^» ^ borough aforesaid, con- 

gnm pdict perpetrat et per- ^„„i„^g ^i,ich any o\her 

petrand" de quibus aliqu' at of our justices assigned 

justiciar' nri ad pacem alibi \^^^f '.''^ P=f^^ ^'*"- 

•J ^ ^ where within this our 

infra hoc riiura* Angt conser- kingdom of EngUnd are 

vand' assign' inqnirere pos- ^^^ *o inquire j and ^^^^^^^^l 

• '11 <v * f* 1 9 near and determine ail >■ 

smt, ac ad humoi felon sorts of felonies, trespass-^'""'* 

transgr* offens' contempt' et es, offences, contempts, 

malefect' secundu leges con- -^ ^t^,— t'J^, • 

suetad' et statut" regui nti statutes of this. our king-' 

Angl audiend' et terminand' dom of England, in such 

^ -. J r ample manner and form 

m tam amplis modo et torma as any other our justices 

prout aliqu' at justiciar nri assigned to keep the peace 

_j 1.1 . . iv^ u elsewhere within our 

ad pacem alibi intra hoc reg- kingdom of England may 

nu Angt conservand' assign' proceed upon, hear, and 

in casibug consitibus proce- determine in similar cases, 

J. , ^ and to chastise and pu-^ 

dere audire et tcrininare pos- nish the persons commit- 

sint', ac ad personas bufnoi ting s"c^ felonies, tres-- 

n 1 , . ^ » ir » passes, offences, con- 

felon transgr oftens con- [empts, and crimes by fine, 

tempt' et malefacf ppetrantes ransom, amercement, for- ' 

per fines redemption' amer- 1^^*"''^' imprisonment or 

^. f . . by any other ways ifoci 

ciam lonsiactur impnsona- means pursuant to the 
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ment* ac alijs vijs et modis ^ws, ouglmiis^ and sta- 
secundum legem et consue- o?EngkS s^^^^^^ 

tndin ac Statut' inSi nf i Angl ever, they proceed not to 

excepting castigaud' et Duniend'; ita ta- the determination of any 

felonies j j j ^ . /^ , felony touching the loss 

touching njen quod ad determmacon of life or limb without 

hfeorhmb. ^jj^^^j^g felou' taugeu' aihlS- the special licence of our- 

> •. . u w • selves, our heirs, and sue- 

siou vite et membroj^ sme ^^33^,;^ 

speciat licenc' nra heredu vel 

successor nro^ non proce- 

dant. 
County 23. Volumus tamen ac in- 23. We will, however, 

i9te/teo£6 nra est q„od justiciar' t^Z^Y:^^^^] 
ro^hto nrihered et successor nro^ ad our heirs and successors 
thlf?dutv pacem nrm hered' et succes- assigned to keep the peace 

^' ~ ^ • 1 ~ T¥7 of ourselves, our heirs 

SO^ nro^ m com nro War-- and successors within the 

wici conservand' assign' bur- county of Warwick shall 
gu pdict' de tempore in tem- f °^ °^7 ^"^"f *i°^\*^ 

o \ f^ time enter into the bo- 

pU8 mgredl possmt et Valeant rough aforesaid to per- 

, ad officia sua pfungenda tti- ^orm their duty in such 

, t r^ r u. manner and form as has 

bus modo et torma prout been accustomed in times 

temporibus retroactis usitat' past, but not otherwise^ 

. fait et uon aliter, aliqu' in :r cSnel'^l,^?^: 
psentibus content' non ob- standings and we will 
Stan'; nolumus autem quod that any such justice 

i. . V /vj . • . , . i should not otherwise in- 

aliquiS bumoi JUStlC se m bur- terpose himself within the 

go pdict' aliff intromittat. borough aforesaid. 

Justices of 24. Et nlterius volumus 24. And further we 

t^Bo' ac per presentes pro nobis ^^' *?^ ^y *H®^^ P'®" 

rough to be 1 « 7^ ' » -»• sents, for ourselves, our 

sworn. nered et successor nriS con- ^eirs and successors we 

cedimus pfat' major' aldris gi^ant to the aforesaid 

.1 » 1 • '^j* ^» J. mayor,aldermen,andbur- 

et burgens burgi pdict qd ^,^3'^^ j^^ bo^^g^ ^. 
pdict' Edrus Heath modo foresaid,that the aforesaid 
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major bnrgi pdict' sacrm pre- Edward Heathy present 

.tabit de offic justiciar' ad ZZt^ln^^^tZ 
pacem bene et fideliter exe- oath well and faithfully 
quend' per lews et statut' *° perform the oflScc of 

i^ . ^. ~. A i . , justice of the peace pro- 

hujus nil nri Angl provis p yided to .he taken hy 

justiciar' ad pacem prestand' justices of the peace ac- 

coram recordator' vel depu- sTi^efSthrs o^king^. 
tat' recordator' burgi pdict' dom of England, before 

pro tempore existen', quibus the recorder or deputy re- 
*^ . , J • • • 1 corner for the time being 

COnjunctim et dlVlSim pie- of the borough aforesaid, 

nam potestat' et authoritat' to whom, jointly and se- 

j 1 /N> . ^» . ■. verally,we give and erant 

ad humoi sacrament mini- ^^ ^^^^ presents full 
strand' damns et concedim* power and authority toad- 
per psentes, absq, aliqu' at minister such oath, with- 

^*^ * / . . out any other warrant or 

warranto sive comissione de commission to be sued for 
nobis hered' vel successor' or obtained from us, our 

^. . ^ i» fc. i» heirs or successors : and 

nriS impetrand sen Bend ; that every other mayor of 

et quod quiftt alius major the borough aforesaid for 
k..«»: 5i^;^4.' ^^^ 4-r.^^^^^^ !«. the time being shall take 

burgi pdict pro tempore ex- ^^^ ^^^ oath before his 
isten' con site sacrm prestabit last predecessor and the 
coram ultimo predecessore deputy recorder of the bo- 

j , J , rough aforesaid for the 

8UO et deputat recordator time being, or either of 

burgi pdict' pro tempore ex- them, to whom, jointly 

isten' aut pox alter' nnihiw and severally, we give and 
ISieu aut eo^ aitei , quiOUS ^^^^^ ^^ ^^lese presents 

COnjunctim et divisim plen' full power and authority 

pQtestat' et authoritat' ad hu- ^. fdminister such oath, 

.*^ . , . . J, without any other war- 

moi sacrament ministrand rant or commission to be 

damus et COncedimus per p- ^^ed for or obtained from 
1 1. 1. us,our heirs,or successors: 

sentes, absque aliquo alio ^^j that the recorder of 
warranto seu comissione de the borough aforesaid for 
nobis hered' vel successor' !^ V^ ^"M*" *!l^'' 

- ^. , the like oath before the 

nris impetrand seu Rend' ; et mayor of the borough a- 
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quod recordator burgi pdict' aforesaid /or the timebe- 

* ■ • ^ » •* ing or one pf the two el- 

pro tempore existen consile ^^^ ^^^ .g^i^r aldettnen 
sacrum prestabit coram ma- of the borough aforesaid 

u • ^J*«4.» ^^^ ^^.^»A^z^ for the time beinc, to 

jore biirgi pdict pro tempore ^^^^ .^.^^j^ ^^^ %^^ 

existen' vel un' de duobus atl- rally, we give and grant 

tiquissimis et maxime seni- by these presents fiiU 

1- 1 i~. i_ . ^ J. , V power and authonty to ad- 

onbus aldns burgi pdict prp minister such oath, with- 

tempore existen', quibus con- out any other warrant or 

. ^ j« • • 1 > commission from us, our 

junctim etdmsim plen po- teirs, or successors, to be 

testat' et authoritat' ad hu- suedorobtainedjandthat 

fiioi sacriment' ministrand' the three eldest and se- 

^ nior aldermen of the bo- 
damus et COncedimus per p- rough aforesaid for the 

sentes. absqv aliquo at war- time being, and each of 

t! . . J them, shall take the like 

ranto sive comissioue de no- ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^e mayor of 

bis hered' vel successor' nris the borough aforesaid for 

topetrand' sen hend' ; et qd J^^^j-^^l^f ^^^ 
tres antiquissimi et maxime aforesaid, or his deputy, 
seniores aldri burffi pdict' pro ^^ the time being, or one 

, * ., of them, to whom, jomt- 

tempore existen consile sa- jy ^^^ severally, we give 

crm prestabant et quilbt eo& and grant by these pre- 

pstabit coram majore burgi Sty'^toEXt^h 
pdict' pro tempore existen'* et oath, without any other 

recordator burffi pdict' sive warrant or commission 
, o * . £j.Qjjj yg^ Qup heirs or suc- 

deputat SUO pro tempore ex- cessors to be asked or ob- 

isten' aut eo^ aliquo, qtiibus tained. 
cpnjunctim et clivisim plen' 
potestat' et authoritat' ad ha- 
moi sacrament' ministraud' 
damns et concedimus perpre- 
sentes, absq^ aliquo alio war- 
ranto jiive comissioue de no- 
bis hered' vel successor' nris 
impetrand' sen liend'. 
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25, Et nlterins volumus 25. And further wecouHof 

. 1 • will, and by these pre- ^^*** *® 

ac per presentes pro nobis, ^^„,;^ ^^^ oLeWes/our ^^..^T 

heredibus et saccessoribus heirs and successors, we 

nris concedimus pfaf major P*"*"* */^ '^^ aforesaid 

,*' .^''. niayor,aldermen,andbur- 

aldris et burgens burgi pdict gesses of the borough a- 

et successor' Sllis qd ipsi et foresaid, and their suc- 

.1 ^ . cessors, that they and their 

SUCCessores SUl de ceterp im- successors may and shall 

perpetuu heant ac teneant ac have and hold for erer 
here et teiiere valeant et pos- ^^^eafter within the bo- 

, . ^ ,. , ■ rough aforesaid a Court 

smt intra bnrgU pdlCt quan- of Pleas of Record before, 

dam' Cur' Ptitoi^ de recordo the mayor or his deputy, 

*. 1 , recorder, deputy recorder, 

coratii niajore sive deputat town clerk or his deputy 
8UO recordator' deputat' re- for the time being, or onb 
cordator' coi ctico vel ejus °^°''"". °\l^''"l' **» ^ 

*' holden m the aforesaid 

deputat' pro tempore existen' hall called the Court 
vel eo& aliquibus seu aliqu' "o^^e, or in any other 

{, . V, T , 1 5 conven ent place within 

tenend m pdict aula vocat the borough aforesaid, to 

le Court-house aut in alio lo- be from time to time ap- 
^ • » • X' u pointed by them, some 

CO conveinen infra burgum P, ^„^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

pdict' per eos vel eoa aliqUOS Wednesdayof every week 

sive aliquem de tempore in (except the weeks of the 

* . i» • J* TiyT Passover and the rente- 

tempusassignand indie Mer- cost and that week upon 
curij in qualibt septimana which the birth-day of 

/ ■ » .• y T% u J. OUT Lord shall annually 

(except septiman Pasche et ^^^^^^ „„j ^^ ^^ ^ 
Pentecost' etseptiman' in qua holden from week to week 
festu Natalis Dni aiiualim ac- ^'"' «'*=■■ ' ""** '.'""j **«= 

. . . same mayor or his depu- 

Clderit) et sic de septiman' in ty, recorder, deputy re- 

septiman' tenend' imperpe- corder, town clerk or his 

^ _ ^ J. • • 1 • . deputy, and each of them 

tuu, et qd iidein major sive fj t^^ ^^^^ being, may 
ejus deputat' recordator de- and shall have full power 
putat; recordator cois dicus ^timt Afandt! 

vel ejus deputat' et eojl qui- termhie in the same court. 



xlviii 
libt pro tempore existen' he- by suit to be made in such 

,,.,, J. J. 3kf u J. ^ > i.x*> court, all and all kinds of 

««ons nit *"** *"* ^^^""! P'^" potestat j^i,j^; ^„„,^^„ ^^. 
exceeding et authoritat de tempore in meats, compacts, tres- 
*°'' tempos audiend' et terrai- P«**«l' "' ^ "''"'« ""■ ?- 

therwise done or to be 

luind' in eadem cur' per que- done,captions,detention8, 
reiineademcur'levand'omn' contempts, deceits, and 

• j> J ».^ <^ other thingrs and actions 

et omniraod debta Comp)a wliatsoever, both person- 

-convention' contract' transgr' al aod mixed, in any man- 

Vi et armis sen aliter fact' ner done, arising or hap- 

. , , . pewJngi or to be done, 

sea fiend caption detention' arise,or happen within the 

contempt' deception' et al res borough aforesaid ofWar- 

. . , X . • wick, and the limits, 

et action personal et mixtas boundaries, and liberties 
quascunq^ infra dcum bur- of the same, so that such 

fir • • . i: •. 1 debt or injuries sued or 

gum Warwici et hmites bun- ^^^^ ^^J.^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 

das et libertat' ejusdem quo- or actions exceed not the 

vismodo fact' ppetrat' emer- sum offorty pounds j and 

, . , r A* moreover that it shaU and 

gen sen contmgen seu faend ^ay be lawful foi the a- 

perpetrand' emergend' seu foresaid mayor or his de- 
j> 1- I J I '^j puty, recorder and deputy 

contmgend dumodo debit Loader, town clerk and 
sive dampna petit' seu pe<- his deputy, and each of 

tend' in hnmoi sectia sive ac J^!'"/"' *'»/ time being. 

to judge and execute pro- 

conibus non excedant sumam cess and execution of 
quadragint' libra^ : ac eciam judgment according to the 

,, Y. ^^T l_•^*^^ laws of this our kingdom 

quod bene liceat et hcebit p- ^f E^gi^nd ^^ and upo" 
diet' major! sive depatat' sao such suits, complaints, 
recordator' et deputat' recor- ""d/cttons by precept to 

J . , , . , be directed to the Serjeant 

dator coi ctico vel ejus de- at mace of the borough 

putat' et eoA cuitt pro tern- aforesaid and the yeoman, 
* . 5 and each of them, or to 

pore existen processus et ex- ^ny other servant of «uch 

ecucon' judicioj^ juxta legem court tobespcciallynamed 

. hujus rni nri Angt in et su- and appointed for the time 

per queret sect'- et acconibus 
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j^kt* judicare et facere per 
precept' servien' ad clavam 
bargi pdict' et le Yeoman ibm ' 
et eo^ alter' vel alicui ai mi* 
tiistro cur' illius pro tempore 
existen' sp^ialiter nominand' 
sive assignand' dirigend'. 

26. £t ulterins de amplU 26. And fui thereof our Oniit of 
ori gpa n¥a sf>iali acexcerta ^"^^ ample and special fi-e.^^^ 

. o . *^ grace, and from our cer- ^ti^^. ^ 

BCieuCia et mero motU nns tain knowledge and mere 

dedimus et concessim* ac per g^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ f^^^^ 

^ , !• 1 J* ^ and eran ted, aUd by these 

pseutes pro nobis hered et presents,foroursehes,our 

successor' nris damus et con- Heirs and successors wc 
cedimus Jifaf majori aldris 1^^^ L^^* SdS! 

et burgens' bnrgi pdict' et men, and burgesses of th« 
successoribtis snis ofhia et ^JJ^ough aforesaid all and 

• % e • all kinds of fines, issues^ 

Omnimoda fines exitus amer<- amercements, and forfeit* 

dament' et forisfectur' impo- ures hereafter to be im* 

iter' imponend* perdend' et |^,t'wSaulJ^5 
jbrisfaciend' tain in omibns et sessions of the peace to be 
isineulis sessionibus pads pro J»?Wen for the borough 

^ ^ , -'■ ■■■ . aforesaid, as in every court 

burgo pdict' tenend' quam in of plea there to be holden 

diet' cur ptitor* ittol ut pfer- »» aforesaid. 

tur tenend'. 

37. £t nlterins Tolnmus ac ^. And further weAndofaii 
pro nobis heredibus et siic- ^ and for ourselves ^™«'^»- 

* *, ~« 1 our heirs and successors * ^ 

cessonbns nns damns con- ^e give, grant, and con- 
cedimus et confiruaamns per firm by these presents to 
Sfipntea nfat' maiori aWria et *^^ aforesaid mayor, al- 

pseni;es piat m^on amns ei ^^^^^^^ ^nd burgesses of 

burgens' burgi pdict' et sud» the borough aforesaid^and 

cessorfbus sttis omn' et om- their successors, all and 

J, * , singular manors^ lands, 

Uimod maner terras tfene^ tenements, wastes, waste 

g 
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lUenta vasta vacna fnnda c^- l«i»d», &niu, coiiim6ti«« 

as rectoria, dedmas glebas ^:::X^^t^i 

advocacon* donation* et pa-« patronageof churches and 

tronatus ecclesiai et vicariaa vicarages, views of frank- 

XL. • 1 •• ^ 1 I» pledge, tolls, picage,&tall- 

TlSUm franci pleglj tolnet age, liherties, franchises, 

piccag' Stallag* libertat* fran- immunities;, exemptions, 

1 » '/-o .^ .» .• » privileges, acquittances, 

ches imumtat exemption Jurigdirtions, fevewion., 

priyileg'qnietanc* jnrisdicf&n' emolnments, and hetedit- 

reverfiin' emoltimen' et here- «ments whatsoevw wUch 

. the hurgesses of the bo- 

ditalnen quecunq^ que bur- rough aforesai^i or the 

Reuses burgi pdict* sen bal- baUiffandburgessesofthe 

ft i 1 •'^»J•^» horouffh aforesaid, or the 

hus et burgenses burgi pdict i^aiMs and burgesses of 

sen battij et burgenses burgi the borough aforesaid, or 

pdict' velaliquiprioresm^jor :;7„f3'^,^^it; 

aldri et burgenses burgi pdict' borough aforesaid, or ei-^ 

Vel aliqui eoi b?time tiuerunt therof them.lawfuUyhave 

, , r' » 1 'J had,enioyed, or possessed, 

gavisi tuer vel possidere seu or ought to have, enjoy, 

here gaudere vel possidere or possess by reason, or 

aeouerunt rone vei ptexra ^^^^ ^^ charters to them 

aliqua^ Ira^ paten' sive car-* byany of our predecessors 

ta& els p aliqtios predecessor' ^"^ ancestors, late kings or 

f^ * I \. queens of England here- 

aut antecessor nros nup re-^ tJrfore made or grafted, or 

ges et reginas Angl antebac any other means whatso- 

.£•_.• 1 ». ever, although they, any 

concessa^aut fact, vel aliquo „, ^[a^„ oAhem. hayc 

alio modo qnocaiK}^ licet ea- not beeu heretofore used, 

dem vel eoa aliqnod vel ali^ *"• j^'%H*" f »''..''- 

^ * . 4 c 9 voided, forfeited, or dis- 

qua antebac usitat non fuer continued, to have, hold, 

vel abus' forisfact' aut discon- and enjoy aU and singular 

<t , ^i*. ♦TT » the premises to the afore- 

tinuat SUntautfuer HabEND said mayor, aldermen, and 

tenend' et gaudend' o&iia et burgesses of the borough 

singula pmissa pfat' majori frrs^tte^tr 

aldris et burgensibus burgi ing and paymg for th«r 
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pdict' et SUCCesSOribllS suis same to us, our hein and 

^^■ni] j«j.oi successors, and to all sucll 

imperpetUU,Reddend etSol- p^„„, respectiyely, and 

Tend' proinde nobis heredi- for such purposes,such,$o 
bus et successoribus nns et many, the swne. and such 

, • . . kinds of rents, services, 

quibustt at person respectivis gums of mone^, and de- 

et ad ties USUS tot tanta ta- mands whatsoeyer as for- 
i. 1 V >vi • . »i merly the mayor, alder- 

lia eadem humoi et consit men, and burgesses of the 
reddit' servitia denar' sumas borough aforesaid of right 
et demand- quecnnq, quot ^^6^* *^ ^^^^" *^^ P^^' 
quanta qualia et qae impum 
maj ori aldri et burgenses bur- 
gi pdict' reddere et solvere de 
jure debuer . 

28. Quare vplnraus et per 29. Wherefore we will. For quiet 
psentes p nobis beredibus et and by these preswxts, for enjoyment. 

successoribus nris firmiter in- ?.""1I^L ^I «f^!S« t« 

successors we strictly en- 
jungendo pcipim^ et manda- join, order, and command 

mus quod pfaf major aldri that the aforesaid mayor, 
^ * '^ aldermen, and burgesses 

et burgens' burgi pdicf et of the borough aforesaid, 
succeasores sui beant teneant and theirsuircesprs,fully, 

^ ^ ^ 1 ^ 1 freely, and entirely may 

utantur et gaudeant ac plene ^^^ g^^aU have, bold, use, 
libe et integre here tenere uti- and enjoy ftw . ever all 

et gaudere valeant et possint manors, lands tenements, 
, P . 1 "^ rectones, tithes, glebes, 

imperpetuQ omn maner* ter- advow8on«, donations, li* 
ras tenement' rector* decimas Gerties, free customs, pri- 

I t J /sj » 1 ^ y vileges, authorities, juris- 

gJebas advocaOSn donacon dictions, acquittanccs,and 
libtat' libas consuetudin' pri- hereditament aforesaid, 
vileg' authoritat' jurisdicc&n; rr^XtSer^ 
quietanc* et hereditament' patent, without any inter- 
pdiet' secundum tenor* et ef. "\P*^^^ ^^ impediment 

r " >i_ T** <« • whatsoever by us, our 

ICCt ba^ Iraj^ nra^ paten* sme beirs or successors 5 being 

occ6ne vel impedimento nro unwilling that the ss^e 
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hered' vel saccessoft i)ro& mayor^ddermeo^andbuj:'! 

q«a^.unq„ nolentes q«od ij- ^^^r Vny'lt^^f 
dem major aldri et borgen* them, should^ byreason of 

8es Veleoi successor' ant eo& *J® premises or any of 
„ . r T . ^ ^ them, be interrupted, mo- 

aliqni vel aliquis racone p- lested, vexed, aggrieved^ 

tnisso^ vel eo& alicujns per or disturbed in the same 
if j» S by us our heirs or suc-f 

nos hered vel succeswres cissow, our ju&tices, she 
nros jtistic' vicecom- escaetor' nS», eschaeton, or o^ov 
aut alios battios sive minis- !>«"«* or servants of our, 

^ selves our heirs or succes-v 

tros nros hered' vel successo]^ sors^ willing,andbytheac 
nro& quoscunck inde ocfii- pr^eots ordering and 

• , commanding as well our 

nent' molestentar vexentur commissionerstbrthecus, 
graventar seu in aliqno ^tnr- tody of the great teal of 

bentor.volentesacppsentes jA&u^T^b^TJ^ 

mand^ntes et precipientes of the exchequer, our at* 

' tarn comissionar' n?is ad ens* ^or^ey^ and solicitor ge^ 

^ J. ,, '> . Ml A «. ueral for the time heme:, 

todiend magn aigillum Aagi ^ ^i^o aU and singufo 

CQmissionar' thesauri iwi ba- other our servants, awl 
«i^w«:k^<. *«^:: i»:i: ^4^^*^ ^4-' «*. officers iirhatsoever. that 
rombua sccij nri attomat et ^either they, any or either 

sollicitat' nris . generat pro of them prosecute or per^ 
tempore existen' quam oban' "»^* 9' *«ff«' ^ ^ P^o*®" 

t* J. i . . ' , /x» cuted any wnt or sum-r 

et SingUt at ministr et offl-* mons of Quo warranto or 

ciar* nHs quibuscunqy qnod any other writ or proc«« 

• • ^1* • 1 aerainst the aforesaid 

^tlT °^'' ipsi nee eoj^.aliqm vel pfayor,aIdermen,andbiir. 

QuoWar'! aliqtiis aliquodbrc seitsumo- gesses of the borough a** 

''^'"'- niain' de Quo Warranto sive ^^^J.^^' ^f *»y <>' ^'^^ 

•i. J 1-^ 1. » 1 • of them, for any causes, 

dhquod ahfi bre vel process* things, matters, oflences, 

v'sus pfat' major' aldros et «^J«°»* or usurpations by 

•L- * 1- • ~j«^j.» ^ them duly claimed, done, 

bWgcns bnrgl pdict aut eoj^ attempted, or had before 

aliquem vel aliquos pro ali- the day of the execution 
' qnibas causis rebus materij. SL;Jr^C^?wJr; 

offens^ clameis l^ttt U9Urpa- caused these our letters to 
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C&n' per ipOS defee clamat' n- be made patent : Witness 

sitaf attempt' sen habit' an- ^/^.^^^.^^^at Westminster 

4.^ J- r '^ 9 ^ . *"^^ eighteenth day of 

te diem COnleccon psentm March in the fifth year of 

prosequant aut proseqai fa^ ^^^ ^^^S^- 

ciant seu permittant mt eo]^ By writ of Privy Serf, 

aliquis prosequi faciat seu PIGOTT, 

permittat. In cujus rei, &c. 

Testibus Rege et Regina a- 

pud Westm' decimo octavo 

die Martij. 

P Bre' de Privat' Sigitt, 

This is a true Copy, from the Original 
Record remaining in the Chapel of 
the Rolls, having been examined, 

JOHN KIPLING. 

f^oy. 1826. 



CONTENtrS. 



Saxon Chronicle relating to Warwick -----. 6 

Domesday Book --'---------- ^ 

Leland's Itinerary ----------- 3 

Gilds and early corporations - -- -,- - - - 10 

First Charter incorporating the Burgesses of Warwick^ 

37 Henry VIll. 5th May, 1546 ------ 12 

Foundation of the Free School --------15 

Second Charter, 1 and 2 Philip and Mary, 12th Nov. 1553 19 

Charter of Inspeximus, 2 Elizabeth, 25th Feb. 1560 - 25 

Sir Thomas Whitens Charity - -- -- - --^ 26 

Information against the Corporati(Hi, 1 1 James I. 1613 30 

Decree of Lord Ellesmere, 13 James I. 28th Nov* 1616 31 
Decree of Lord Keeper Coventry, 13 Charles I. 17th July 

1638 '32 

Contested Election and Parliamentary Petition, 4 

Charles I. - --35 

Test and Corporation Acts ------**« 38 

Third Charter, 16 Charles IL 13th October, 1665 - - 42 

Fourth Charter, 35 Charles II. 18th Dec. 1684 - - - 47 
Governing Charter, 5 William and Mary, 18th March, 1694 49 
Account of destructive Fire at Warwick from the Harleian 

MSS. --.-----* 50 

Warwick Fire Act, 6 and 7 William and Mary, 1694-5 - 51 
t)ecretal Order for the regulation of Sir Thomas White's 

Charity, 10 Geo. L 20th Dec. 1722 - - . * 53 

Second Information against the Corporation, 1 736 - •>• 55 
Decrees of Lord Hardwicke, 11 Geo* II. 1737, and 13 

Geo. II. 1739 --- 55 

Orders of Sequestration 8th Oct. and 18th Dec. 1742 - 56 
Opinion of Mr, Charles Yorke --X-----58 

Order, Report, and Decree, 1 111 and 1 779 - - - - 60 

Mandamus, 1803 63 



/ 



Ivi 

Lord Warwick's letter to tbe Burgesses dated 24tii iSept. 

1799 64 

Loid Warwick's letter to Alderman EdWards^ 20th Peh. 

1802 ^ 1 - ^ .... 70 

Last Order for increase of stipends^ Sst, 58 Geo. III. dated 

22dJan. l8I8- - - ^ - ^ . 72 

Present state of the Corporation - - ... 73 
Office of Mayor ---4--.i--i. 75 
Aldermen •---.--*.----.- 76 

The Assistant Burgesses ---.----*. 81 

The Town Clerk --.^^-------81 

The Borough Magistrates .--^.^---82 
The, Estates and Accounts *a--..--u83 
The funds and disbursements of the Corporation - - 84 

Sir Thomas White's charity ^.8d 

Letter from the Town Clerk of Nottingham^ 28th Dec. 

1814 . - - ^ ^ - 89 

The Free Grammar or College School ------ 87 

Determination Of the right of Election - - - . . 95 
Conclusion -*--------. ..97 

APPENDIX; 

Doomsday relating to Warwick - ■<■ ^ * - - -101 
Leland*s Itinerary relating, to Warwick -^ " - - - 102 
Commission of the Peace^ 1 Jatties I. *«----]07 

Index to the Black Book of the Corporation of Warwick 111 
List of Fees in the Rolls Chapel ..-.---114 
Seal of the Borough of Warwick - - - - - '^ -lid 

List of Harleian Manuscripts relating to the Town^ Castle^ 

County^ and Earls of Warwick - - - - - -117 

Abstract of Poor-Rate Returns - - - - - - - -119 

Abstracts of Population- Act Returns - -- - - -120 

List of Public and Private Charities in Warwick • « - 121 



LETTER. 



TO THE BURGESSES OF 

2%e Borough of IVarwich. 

X MAY safely affirm, that no corporate Borough 
or City in England possesses more liberties and 
franchises, or more adequate ftmds for all pur- 
poses of public improvement and charity, than 
the Borough of Warwick. There are no intel- 
ligent or well-informed persons amongst you who 
do not know that, however useful and expedient 
Corporations may have been in former times, 
their present utility, or, more correctly, the ad- 
vantage of their good mixed with evil, has be- 
come questionable* It has been generally con- 
sidered by all modem writers and authorities on 
public wealth, that they have survived their utili- 
ty, and that very great, reforms and amendments 
iu their administration (particularly the general 
introduction of the popular principle of election), 
ai^e necessary to adapt them to the purposea of 
the present age. But be this as it may^ certain 

B 



it is that few towns possess more corporate ad- 
vantages, none fewer rf/^-advantages of a Corpo- 
ration, if rightly administered, than your own. 

That YOU should have the full enjoyment of 
those privileges and advantages ; that you should 
be enabled to discharge the sacred duty of hand- 
ing them down to your posterity uninjured, if 
not improved, it is necessary for you to know 
what those rights really are. You cannot other- 
wise judge how far you are now possessed or de- 
prived of them, — you cannot appreciate or defend 
civil rights and advantages of which you are igno- 
rant. Very few of you are informed of the ex- 
tent of your municipal privileges ; none, I may 
say, are acquainted with their history and origifi, 
or how they have been administered* 

. To supply such useful knowledge, in a brief, 
faithful, and temperate narrative, is the object of 
these pages ; and if I attain the end in view, I 
shall be amply compensated, by your instruction 
and benefit, for any *^ filthy splashing of vulgar 
abuse," — any misconceptiou or impeachment of 
my motives, which the publication of these pages 
may occasion. I beg that no naember of the Cor^ 
poration, and no Burgess, will su$pect that any 
insinuations, or covert unmanly imputations, are 
even secretly conveyed in this pamphlet : what I 
mean I honestly and plainly write, without fear or 
favour ; and I scorn to adopt the modern fashion^ 
able habit of a part of the public Press, by deaKng 
in personal abuse and slander. On the other band^ 
a conscience-stricken man will sometimes take a 



general observation for a personal one: when 
corruption in general is censured without impli- 
cation of individuals, he that conceives or declares 
himself offended, stands convicted by his own evi- 
dence, and confesses his guilt before he is accused. 
It is impossible to escape this offence, nor do I 
wish it — 

'^ When caps among a crowd are thrown. 
What fits each man he calk his own!'* 

You are all of you, more or less, acquainted 
With the history of your country — of the ancient 
British laws and institutions of government. Their 
original and successive forms and changes are in- 
volved in the history of the Saxons, the Danes, 
and the Normans, who successively invaded En- 
gland, and partially introduced their several cus- 
toms, laws, and legal institutions. I will only Re- 
mark here, that the political institutions of our 
Saxon ancestors w^re undoubtedly of a popular 
diaracter; that is to say; their civil magistracy, 
from'the King to the lowest municipal officer, was 
elective. The Sheriff, the Magistrates, the Mu- 
nicipal Officers of every degree, were elected by 
the People at large, although many of our histori- 
cal writers have denied the fact, and endeavoured 
to conceal its truth. I do not mention these past cir- 
cumstances, or what once was, as any rule for what 
now shoufld be. The appeals to antiquity, for the 
origin and assertion of our civil rights, are justly 
ridiculed, because no political claims are advanced 
in the present day but on their intrinsic merit and 
utility. Old times are now regarded as the in- 



fancy, not the maturity of the world^^ But I men^ 
tion them merely to note, that the institutions of 
England were antiently founded on principles of 
civil freedom, whatever changes or subversion of 
the popular libeities might have subsequently 
taken place. 

The inroad of the Normans,* it is well known, 
introduced the Feudal System, — a system of 
placing the many under the political government 
and spoil oi the few. The Norman customs and 
law-craft quickly superseded the ancient simple 
and popular judicature of local courts, and the' 
elective magistracy ; and it was a long, a forlorn 
period, before the liberties of the country were re- 
covered and improved. At length various causes, 
such as the contentions of the Kings and Ba- 
rons, which rendered the People a third party 
of the estate, in as much as they were alternately 
courted and politically benefited by the two for- 
mer contending parties ; the art of Printing, and 
the diffusion of education; the Reformation ; and 
especially the progress of trade and commerce 
and international intercourse ; burst the bonds of 
feudal vassalage, and ultimately obtained for the 
People the gradual restoration and extension of 
their political rights. To enter on any historical 
detail on these interesting and important facts 



(1) Our famous townsman^ Lord Robert Brooke^ well re- 
marks — " Why should you stand so much upon precedents ? 
The times hereafter will be good or bad 5 if good, precedent 
will do no harm : if bad, power will make a way where it finds 



none. 



wonld^ however, be foreign to my present pur- 
pose, apd I shall therefore only generally mention^ 
that the institution of Corporations, (or the po- 
litical incorporation of the Inhabitants of a Town, 
for the purpose of local government, tbe promo- 
tion and protection of trade, and tbe administra- 
tion of charitable funds), was a most useful barrier 
against the usurpations and spoliage of the feu- 
dal lords ; and in its consequences, most cer- 
tainly beneficial to the general interests of the 
kingdom. It is not sqrprising, that in those early 
ages such institutions should have been perverted 
to the sinister ends of private interest and injuri- 
ous monopoly ; the abuse of a thing is no argu- 
ment against its use : and, undoubtedly, many in- 
stitutions, or certain parts of them, which were 
then of great public utility, may now be of cor- 
responding detriment. 

The general antiquarian history of the Borough 
is well known to you, and the history of the town 
by your intelligent and respected neighbour, the 
Reverend William Field, of Leam,^ contains a col- 
lection of all that former antiquarians and topo- 
graphical writers had recorded. 

I shall not wander into the obscure times of the 
Romans, who are said to have had a station near 
Warwick, or examine into the credibility of the 
traditions of John Rous,^ whose amalgamation of 



(1) An Historical and Descriptive Account of the Town and 
Castle of Warwick, &,c,\S\ 5. 

(2) Joannis Rossi Antiquarii Warwicensis Historia Regum 
AngluB, 8vo. 1745. - 



truth and fiction cannot now be analysed^ because 
it will throw no light on the present inquiry. 
The earliest authentic historical mention of the 
town is in the ancient Saxon Chronicle, where, 
under the date A.D. 913, is the following notice: 
^^ This year, l^y the permission of God, went 
Ethelfleda, Lady of Mercia, with all the Mercians, 
to Tam worth, and built the fort there in the fore 
part of the summer, and before Lammas, that at 
Stafford: in the next year, that at Eddesbury, in 
the beginning of the summer ; and in the same 
year, late in the autumn, that at Warwick." ^ 

The earliest national or political record of tb6 
town is contained in that ancient auji valuable 
survey of England, entitled Domes-Day Bxjok 
(drca 1081,) the report of Commissioners, made 
in the reign of William the Conqueror, by his 
order, and the concurrence of Parliament, on sur- 
veys or inquisitions of the several counties, hun- 
dreds, tithings, &c. Spebnan terms it, *^ if not 
the most ancient, yet, without controversy, the 
most venerable monument of Great Britain." An 
early writer declares that it was done to the in- 
tent that every man should be satisfied with his 
own right, and not usurp with impunity what be- 
longed to another. Other persons have supposed 
that its object was to facilitate and promote the 
royal ends of fiscal extortion and taxation. How- 
ever this might be, it is a most valuable and au- 



(1) The Saxon Chronicles, edited by the Rev. J. Ingram^ 
1823 : Translation, p. 130. 



thentic document of national history. Of the mfi- 
nicipal government of Warwick we learn nothing 
from its pages, but the following extmct of that 
portion of it, relating to the survey of theBorough, 
will be interesting to the presetnt inhabitants. 

^^ In the Burgh of Warwic the King hath in 
his demeasn 113 hoUses, and the King's Bsirons 
hjiye 112, of all which the King hath his tax*"— 
The Survey then notes all the Bishops^ Abbats, 
Barls, and Barons that were possessed of those 
houses. Nothing farther of the Burgiesses and 
Burg to any purpose, except these words — " Jh 
ip$o Burgo XIX Burgenses^ qui habeht xix Man- 
$uras cum Sacd 8f Soca 8g omnibus consuetudi^ 
hihus^ Sg ita habebani T. R. E. — ^In this Burg there 
are nineteen Burgesses who had nineteen houses^ 
with jarisdu^tion, protection, and all customs, or 
fjorfeitures incurred in them, and so it was in 
King Edward's time." ^ 

The Borough was undoubtedly of ancient and 
considerable consequence, from the circumstance 
of its early representation in Parliament. The 
commencement of this inestimable and distih* 
guidhed privilege cannot be ascertained, but Prynae 
gives a concurrent list of its Representatives from 
the 26 Edward I. to 12 Edward IV., with copies 
of several writs of summons and expenses, then 
extant in the Tower.^ And by a finding of the 



(1) Brady*s Historical Treatise of Cities and Burgs, or Bo- 
rougks : and Appendix, No. I. 

(2) Pryimes Writs, part iv. p. 1147-50: Willis's Notitia 
Parliamentaria, 



8 

House of Commons, A. D. 1638, on a con- 
tested return, it was resolved, '^ That the right 
of election for the Town of Warwick belongeth 
to the Commonalty .^^ ^ 

I pass over the freqneut manuscript mention of 
Warwick in the contentions of the early civil wars 
of the Red and the White Roses, and ^ the occa^ 
sional visits of royalty before the dynasty of the 
Stuarts, as affording no information on the rights 
of the inhabitants or the civil government of the 
town. The interesting //merfl^ry, also, of Leland 
the celebrated antiquary, who, in the reign of 
Henry VIII., about the year 1638, by virtue of a 
commission under the great seal, perambulated 
the kingdom in search of objects of antiquity and 
public records, gives no clue to the origin of the 
civil government of the Borough. The account 
of the town, however, is so interesting, that I give 
it entire in the Appendix, copied in its " venera- 
ble orthography," from the original manuscript 
preserved in the Bodleian library, Oxford.^ 

The piety and munificence of our Roman Ca- 
tholic ancestors foundc^d and endowed various re- 
ligious and eleemosynary establishments where 
the resident poor and travelling mendicants were 
supported and employed. It is unnecessary to 
particularize these several institutions, as they are 
all now decayed or suppressed, the greater part 
having been confiscated by Henry VIII,, and their 



(1) Commons Journals, ultimo May\j, 4® Car. I. 1628. 

(2) Appendix, No. II. 
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objects terniinftted in the introduction of the Re- 
formation. Their origin and history are "biiried 
deep in the obscurity of time," and what littJe is 
known of their revenues and administration is^ 
cGfUected in the ditferent antiquarian work^.^ I 
shall only note^ as a gratetill tribute of respect ami 
obligation tb out CATHcriie Ancestors, that the^ 
were the first founders of otir charitable and pub- 
lic institutions ; that they tended the poor and un- 
fortunate, and first cultivated literature and spread 
education ; and that, though tbey may have abused 
the pos^ssion of political frower, and introducetl 
etlrors arid persecution ifito the Christian religioti, 
yet they probably did no more than would h«vc 
been dotie by any other {)olitical party, or any 
other religious establish m<*nf so long possessed 
ct power, in such unenlightened and barbarous 
titiies. We should recollect that their errors have 
been grossly exaggerated, and their good deeds 
studiously concealed ; and riiay it never be forgot- 
t6tt, that they wefe otir ancestors — our parents, 
from whom all that is sacked, valuable, and inter- 
esting, of olden times, is derived and bequeathed 
tb us ; — and if there are those amongst us of an* 
cient and noble families, who still honestly and 
disinterestedly retain (amidst civil disabilities, pre- 
juidice, aUd political temptations) the religious 
feith arid |)e<niliar opinions of our common ances- 



(1) Dugdales Monasticdn: Tanner's Notitia Monastica: 
Dugdale*s Warwickshire, &c. 

C 



10 
try, let us respect them as fellow citizens, and 

AGRE£ TO DIFFER. 

Besides the religious houses, there were also 
in Warwick Gilds, or companies and fraternities 
of the inhabitants, which, indeed, may be consi- 
dered as a sort of original Corporation. The form- 
ation of these associations ha§ been traced to the 
Saxon law, which obliged every freeman of four- 
teen years old to find securities to keep the peace ; 
hence the origin of neighbours entering into a 
sort of club^ in being bound for each other, either 
to produce him who committed an offence, or to 
make satisfaction to the injured party : they raised 
a sum of money, or severally contributed a peri- 
odical payment to a common fund ; and when one 
of their pledges had committed an offence, and 
fled, they rendered satisfaction out oi this stock, 
by payment of money according to the offence.^ 
Whatever may have been the origin of Gilds, they 
were certainly in use in England, in all the larger 
towns and villages, long before any royal licence 
sanctioned them. As trade and manufactures^ — 
the population and opulence of towns increased, 
the objects of these fraternities enlarged, and it 
probably. became necessary to obtain legal consti^ 
tutional powers of incorporation ; the sagacity of 
our Kings also discovered the eligibility of grants 
ing privileges and immunities in exchange for 



(1) Madox, FtrmaBurgi: Brady's Historical Treatise on 
Boroughs, and History • Anderson's History of Commerce, 
vol. i., &c. 



11 

contribtttums and benevolences, towards their per^^- 
sonal pleasures^ their foreign wars, and their con- 
tentions against the Barons. Moreover^ on the 
dissolution of the religious houses by Henry VIII., 
and the great change in the ecclesiastical system, 
it became necessary to provide for the poor, and 
to divert the waters of charity into new channels. 
Hence the origin and general introduction into 
EnglandofCoRPORATiONS. Thereare someCorpo- 
rations that exist by prescription^ or long custom, 
but the greater number, which form the local go- 
vernment of the English Cities and Boroughs, are 
created by Royal Grant or Chcarter, — written in- 
struments on parchment, legally termed L£TT£RS 
Patent, sealed with the great seal of England. 
These deeds convey and vest the public property 
in trust with certain persons, nominated as trus- 
tees, for the M^e* specified in the instruments, 
and enact rules for the conduct of the tnistees, with 
certain powers of fiUing^ up vacancies in fheir cor- 
porate body, occasioned by death, retirement, or 
removal. The Charter is enrolled in a public 
office, — ^THE Rolls Office of the Chancery, 
Chancery Lane, London ; and a duplicate copy is, 
or ought to be, in the town-chest or records of 
the Borough to whom the Letters-Patent are 
granted. Accurate indexes of all the numerous 
City and Borough Charters of several past centu- 
ries are kept at this office, and open to the inspec - 
tion of any persons who pay the customary fees 
of search, and who may read the original roll, or 
obtain an official copy of it, if required, at certain 



1? 

cjiarge?. TbPi»? roU? ^''Pf W'^ very fei^ ei^^p- 
tionSj in ^ipguUr preservation. They are written 
however, unfortunately, in a barbarous law*latia 
toiigue, witfa.Quuierous contractions, sfad are only 
legible or understood by the few who have de* 
yote4 themselves to the i^tiidy of fhe old coort 
^^4^ and the translation qf afideat record^. 

Whese sever^ successive cl^arters have been 
given to a town, the last is callc;!} ti^e Gopiemiv^ 
(^cfrter. l^i^t it is an estal^Hshed niaxim ofCor?- 
poration law, by legal decisions ^p yarious report- 
-ed cases, that former customs ai^ chartered 
powers, when npt coutradictory of tlfe governing 
£)^arter, are bind^ig, s^d m^y bte maiptained. 

But to cetum to Warwick.-rr-We meet with 
jasf^Y instances in whiqh tl^e '^ ^giliffcmd Bur- 
gfs^ef " of Warwic]j: are mentioned .prior to the 
Jleformf^tion ; .find it has been snnpi^4> ^h^^ ^ncfy, 
.descriptiops evi^^pce e^rly ch^irters of incorpora- 
tion now Iqst ^nd i^il^fmwn. Qqttbjs designation, 
doubtless, Qnly ref<^n'e4 to the l^ailiff or steward 
of the ins^noris^ Ipf^ ' ^^d by the naqie Burge^es 
y^ ppierely un4erst:ood the prppqetors and i^ha- 
])it$mts of the old burgage tenures. 

The Corporation of Wanvicji^ was cveated by 
Henry VIII,, by pateqt, or c^iarter, hearing date 
in the 3.7th yefir of his reign, 5th May, 1546.* 

TJiis Charter may l}e pirpperly te]:me4 a trust. 
In, every trpst three chan^oters a;re eaaentially aijid 



(1) The title—'' Quinta pars Paten de anno Kgni Ro^is 
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indispensably popcerned — 1 . the Trustors : % the 
Trustees : 3. the intended Benefitee^. This aub- 
division kept i^) the mind of the reader will s^ve 
Bj^ amplitude of words. , 

In thiH original Charter of Henry VIJI., the 
King was the trustor, and constitutes the Bur- 
gesses at large the trustees of certain therein d^- 
acrib^d freeholds, tithes, and other property, tp 
a'eceive the renjts and proceeds, aijd apply them 
for the common benefit and good of the ^^rg^ses 
and Inhabitants of the Town of lYarwick, and 
mpre particularly to maintain certain objects espe- 
cially nan^ed in the Charter, fie empowers them 
to have a corporate seal for the objects of tbi^ 
above trust only, and by the general name of ^' The 
Burgesses of Warwick" to sue or be sued in legal 
proceedings. 

Two principal and paramount objects appear in 
the grant of these public funds and corporate pri- 
vileges, viz. the endowment an,d due preservation 
of the established religion of the kingdom, and 
th^ found^ion of a public G^A;iyf >f ^r schqol for 
the educatio,n pf the children of the ffurgesaes 
and Inhal)itan^s} Jt will, of coi^rse, be r/ecolr 
Jected, that tjje suppression of the religious bpusjes, 

(1) The perusal of the Original Record will satisfy any ope 
(not .desirous of abridging this invaluable right) that the Inha- 
bUantSf or residents^ ar« most specially named in the Charte> as 
eligible to and intei*ested ii;i this and aU other rights of the 
town. The preamble of the Charter says — '^ Ad dilectos aub^itos 
Qostros Inhabitantes Ville Warwici pro eprum universo comr 
modo Sc communi utilitate incorporand*^ &c." * But more on 
this subject hereafter. 



I 
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and the entire change of the Roman Catholic 
church establishment, had sequestered, and for the 
most part vested in the crown, all the funds which 
had heretofore maintained the ministers of reli- 
gion, and defrayed the expenses of building and 
repairing the edifices of religion and public wor- 
ship. Also, that the Catholic Priesthood had alone 
been hitherto entnisted with the education of 
youth. Hence it became necessary to provide for 
these two great objects of national importance — 
the Church, and Public Education. 

The salaries accordingly ordered to*be paid an- 
nually by the trustees (the Burgesses) , were as 

To the Vicar of St. Mary (such Vicar 

to be appointed by the Crown) - 20 

To a Master of the Town Free School 

(appointmentreserved to the Crown) 10 

Two Chaplains, a Sexton, &c. to be pro- 
vided and paid by the Burgesses. 

A continual vicarage is then established, and 
endowed with a house and annual salary of ^40 , 
and it is ordered that the said vicar " shall be in 
the place of Rector, — shall make his residence 
therein^ and maintain hospitality, — shall take 
daily care of the parishioners^ — shall do andper^ 
form all other things that are sworn to belong to 
the office of Rector or Ficar^' &c. 

The foundation of the school being a very pe- 
culiar and specially worded clause, I give the on* 
ginal and translation in parallel columns. 
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CHARTER. TRANSLATION. 

Ac ULTl lUS SCIATIS qd Nos And further know ye, 

si«g«lari ducti, amore & af- J^llXe '^^J '£! 

fectu quo Sobditi Regni nri tion which we bear in no 
impuberes infra dcfm Com small degree fowards the 

^*^ _,_ ^ . youthful subjects of our 

nrm Warr non pajt pseqmm^ realm within our County 

Ut imposteram ab incumabu- of Warwick, in order that 
!• 1.. .» •r^'x'*^ from henceforth, being 

hs pollClonb3 imbutl tris qm instructed from their era- 
ante nra tempora erat solir dies in more polite litera- 

cnm ad pvecttorem devene- '""= ','""' J^ heretofore 

^ . accustomed, when they 

rint etatem erudiciores eva- shall attain a more ad- 
dant, sic nimirii existimantes vanced age, they may go 

■c^ J.' 'V'^'- A !• forth more learned : thus 

tiCdiam Xpi ATighcanam cu- truly thinking, that the 
jus vices in ten* immediate English Church of Christ 

fferim^ non minus in re tra- ^"^^^^^ ^^^^ *^° ^^^^ ^^ 
gerim non mmus m re ira- immediately bear) ought, 

ria doct' qm prudentib} ad for the universal benefit 

uni^sum Regni nfi COmodum ofourrealm,tobeadorned 

. J ° , - ,. and embellished, not less 

omari decoranq^ quandam Jl- with learned than discreet 

bam Scolam in dc^ villa War- men : We do, by tenor of 

• • J %>r ^ • J these presents, really and 

WlCl de uno Magro Sive peda- ^^Uy /^eate, erect, found, 

gago tenore psenciu realir ordain,make,and establish 
& ad plenu cream^ erigim^ a certain Free School in 
n 1 o J- Q r- • Q o tnesaidXownofWarwicl^. 

tundam^ ordmam-" tacim^ & of one Master or School- 

Stabilim^ ppetuis faturis tem- master -, and we will and 
•1 J \ ^ • ^ T_»i- • command, by these pre- 

ponb3 a^ratur ac sic stabihn ^ents, the same to be es- 
& imppni inviolabilir obser- tablished and inviolably 

varivolum^&iubem^ppsen- *P ^.xf ^Ar'^-I^^" TT 

^ . TWT And that the said School, 

tes, et qd diet Scola sic p Nos by us so founded, created, 
fundat' creaf erect* & Stabi- erected, and established, 

lif vulgari?€De»iitgf|^etoe nS,cauIdan^^ 

<f&Ole of ]0atbDpite imppiii ly entitled the King's New 
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VOCet*^ noiet' & appellef^; Ac School of Warwick: And 

a. • 1 01 '^ ii>r that in (he same school 

qd m eadem Scola erit Ma- there shall be one Master 

^sr sive. PedagOgUS p Nos or Schoolmaster^ by us 

& snccessores nros de tern- ^"** ^""^ successors from 

. time to time, to be no- 
pore m tempUS noiand & ap- minated and apjiointed ; 

tranctnand, qui qnidetti Ma- ^^'^^^ Master or School 

• • Ti J • TWT master, so by us nomi- 

gisfsive PedagOgUS SIC p Nos ^^^^^ ^^ appointed, we 
Qolat* setl appunctuat' p no- will and dDmmand by 
men Magri sive Pedagogi dee **^"^, P^^^*^!'«> ^^f ^ 

o 1 - TT-ii Tir . . called, named, anddeno- 

S>COle nre Vule WarWlCl VO- minated by the name oi 

Cet' appellet' & nuncupetr Master or Schoolmaster 

• ,vi . J .of our -said school of the 
Ipmq^ P idem nomen vocan Town of Warwick 5 and 

& im^pfii nntictipari Tohini^ that he by the same name 

&jobem^p Bsentes. Aceci- ^^^H be called and deno- 

•^ o minated for ever : Ana 

am volum^ qd idem Magis- we also will that the said 

ter sive Pedagogus & snc- Master or Schoolmaster^ 

. Tt^^ . . T* 1 and his successois, Mas* 

Cessores mi Magri dive Pcda- ters or Schoolmasters of 

gogidSeScbleure VilleWar- the said school of our 
wici fieant & hebunt sncces. ^^^5 Jlrpf^eS 

Sionem ppetuam & sint psoiie succession, and be per- 

habiles & capaces tam ad re- *^^? ^^^ ^^^ caipMe at 

,0 . a. .1 • o- ^^"^ ^ receive and take 

eipiend & pquireud sibi & sue- to himself and his success 
cessorib} suis Magris sive Pe- ^""s. Masters or School- 

A^^^^:^ ^:,^r,A e 1 J '^ masters of the same school 

dagogis ejusdem Scolede p- of the aforesaid Burgesses 

dcis BurgeTl8ib3 Ville Warwici of the said Town of War- 
pdicf quendam anhnalem '^^^ • 5^^^"^ T^^^f^y 

* ,j. * . X . rent, pension, or annuity 

redditum peiisionera sive of a^io a year, with a 
animitatem decern librax p elapse of distress for se- 

annu cum clausula distric "am? L^ TanJ Iter 

C&is p securitate soluc&is e-' lands, tenements, posses- 

jusdem, qm eciam quecuna '^'''' ^' hereditaments, 

t' ^ Q '^ ^ OI any persons or person 

Silili tras ten! possessiones & whatsoever, besides «ie 
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hereditamenta de quibus- said yearly rent of ^10, 
• • so that the same do not 

cunq, psdms sive quacumq, ^^^^^^ the annual value 
psona ultf dcm annualem of^lO ayear, &c. . 
redditum decern libra^, du- 
modo non exced annuu valo- 

% t 

rem decern libra^ p annu« 

Some objections have been raised to the eli- 
gibility of boys (not natives) the sons of inhabit 
tants of the Borough, to the advantages of this 
schooK No provision exists in this original Char*- 
ter of foundation for limiting the school to native 
boys of the town; new settlers, therefore, who 
bring their families, their property, and their in- 
dustry to a town, and moreover, by paying the 
town dues , and rates, become Burgesses of the 
Borough, are surely entitled to its liberties and > 
advantages. Law and reason are equally. against 
a contrary construction. The object of the Charter 
is declared to be to benefit the inhabit ants y not any 
particular class of them, but all ; the whole Bo-^ 
rough and. the men of the Borough are the objects 
of the Cliarter. Nor can such arbitrary and illi- 
beral construction be maintained ; for a grant so 
general' cannot be limited to any select body : nei- 
'ther can a bye law j ustify or authorize such in- 
justice, for even if any bye law existed it must be 
invalid and illegal, being contrary to the Charter.^ 



(1) This is an estahlished doctrine of the law. Indeed the^ 
C!onstitution or Common Law imposes on the King's Charters 
and on the King's Grantees consistency with the laws and sta- 
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thert is, ihdeefd, under the ab^Ve-dted mw^ ^ 
the Cbarter, good ground for exteii^ittg to tf» 
County this eligibility, fot this fre* sd&ool Wto 
evidently founded in lieu aif tf¥e feNfWet placte Aiid 
modes of education (under thfe ^ctefesiasti^^i), tLisA 
it is probable that the county tdt^ ^lid its (5d}-> 
legiate church was the great plac^ of resort for the 
education ^nd 'p^^eJmtatioA 9cit Odtteg^ hsK tlbfeHAiiU 
dveih of the t&MlY geft1*einen. The fctttititttt ^ 
Ate Ohafter w<!>Ms, ^* «E;Mm dttW- :^/wW cdilJ'^Tt ^ 
fTitriididkp is l:ft>t thift any scholai^ <jota*d be 4iMt4'> 
^d l&ere, but that su(4l ii^bitMAs ^ th^ CottiAy 
te'dhosfe to ^e^ 1^e^<childten iAto Wat^kk inigkit 
pattieipatfe ^ the ti^etteffits ^ the 4*>*e ^school. AtWl 
srtrch^bAetasio(h a«d tfse^ttifc isrthd^lj'sb fatfroihli^^- 
ing ady ItoSs ^ ad'iF^Aage to the Svlrg^s^es, %^d, 
fts ttppeat^fromthe<ei*ptt4ente a'n^d^ovidiict^^dtliiE^ 
gteat -pfubtec ^^h^ols 1;hf oYigbotit 'the kingdwtt, evi- 
deiitly be afttewded ^by 'b€*nefidal 4*esfi?ts, inastiiuch 
ta the ncrtrfbet^ and femeiaf k ^dktjitA are ^*proba*^ 
bfte toeMis t)f eUsui^ng to ks<^g<«)d«i«uag^ii(tt?nt ; 
and ^o the ptMic *thew ^fiftete^ 4ti the ^advanttigigs 
tt4iicfc *t affords. 

Sudh ^re the few but ^defiwd^^flbjefas Wfdttti^ 
off the first *dharter. It is Wbsei-t^ble tha;t ttife 
9tirgesses "are neyxnittated I^MMs, HWtfhovit ImA^ 
tati6n/]ff miy'piei^icfAatappdMie'd m* t^leieted 'nuttr- 



tutes of the realm. No bye law, contrary to the common law, 
dm, under aily dircUmstancdi, or tinddr amy *charteie, 'he Mip- 
pdi^d. See '€^0lb. 106. 1 1 H. i. 8 b. 34 b. 8 )Iie^. :2M. 
CUmitiberlsthi <tfjIjdiidoii'8*Case>; ind^seea^iieii.'WL^. 7. 
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ber of tbew* C!o^*We^^J>ie dpubt ^p4 4ifl5c\rt<y 

ejcist ^i to.the p??cMe character of a Burgea^ at 
thfrt pe?ipd a^ di&tinet from an luhabitaut. It 1% 
hQwevw> uno;e<5ffips^ry fqr any pres^ut purpose to 
^iigrf s;si oQ d Hubj?ct which has perplexed som^ of 
tib^. fir^t legfil c^nd ai^tiquar^i^L writerti.. A Burgeiu? 
m^y havf bef n 9^ spp^rior swt of freeing, tl^* 
Wipre§^nfeitiv0 qf AQ fiMent b^rgage tem^re;, w 
merely aii iah^bit^nt cpptribiitor to %\\e loca,! 

kvie«, Bwt ha this imi it may^^ it i& prpbabfe tbftt 
tbf y §Qa« bwnme toq q^merousi for aw ^^eci4tive 
bddy^ J^ivJ thftt many inconveniences arose firoap 
wch an indiscriminate trust. Heoce prqbably prv- 

ginated the &|ibseqvient charter which vested th? 
conduct of the public property and the regulation 

of the munieipal rights in the h^ndsi of a Hpaitcd 
body ffei^t.€4 from the B,\irge*8e$ at large. 

We come now to th^ ^e€9^4 Charter «f Iwm^ 
pomtion, 1 aj»d 2 PhiUp aad Mary^ dated the l ^th 
Nofeniber, I §53. The preaiphle qf thi» charter 
recites that -^ Whereas t^e inhabifanU of the Bq- 
rough qf Warwicfc^fore^aid have had and en- 
joyed, within that Borough apd elsewhere witbin 
qttP kipgdoniji divert franchi&es, liberties, free c^w- 
tQoia, jurisdietiqns, privileges, exemptions, ai>d 
afiqnlttanee^, by Feason and qonstn^tipn of the 

deeds, grants, and confirmations anciently made 

by forwer kings qf England to the inhabitants 

of the Borough afioresaid, whieh the same ba¥e' 
not used or enjoyed for great length of time, by 
means whereof the Borpngh afqressLJd hath suf- 
fered no small injury and detriment, and in aljoipst 
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threatened with extreme ruin ; and also the good 
government and order of the same is nearly ex- 
tinguished ; wherefore the inhabitants have hum- 
bly supplicated us, that we, for the purpose of re- 
storing the Borough aforesaid to its former good 
state, and for the civil government thereof, and 
for the support and alleviation of the great bur- 
dens, charges, and expenses which they have from . 
time to time, and are likely more and more con- 
tinually to bear and support, would vouchsafe to 
make, restore, and create the inhabitants of the 
Borough aforesaid into a body politic: We^ there- 
fore, assenting to the prayer of the inhabitants 
aforesaid, 8^c,, do make, ordain," 8^c. 

Other motives, however, perhaps in addition to 
the above, actuated her Majesty to this act of 
grace, viz. the desire of ingratiating herself with 
the people, in order to carry into effect her design 
of restoring the Papal power. Her recent marriage 
with Philip of Spain had also just been made, 
strongly against the feeling of the country, and the 
people considered themselves insulted by the go- 
vernment yielding to Spanish pride and punctilio, 
in allowingPhilip the title of King, and precedency' 
over Mary, in the style of ^^ Philip and Mary.'*^ . 
But however moved to grant this Charter, it was 



( 1 ) Our ancestors, like their posterity John Bull^ were easily 
appeased. Philip drank their health ih tankards of ale^ threw 
handfuls of dollars among them^ &c. The historians write^ that 
he was a handsome, man, richly apparelled, and was gallant to 
the ladies. NoailleSj^ iii. 28^.: Contin. Fabian, 561 . ; Pql^ 
(inini, 36^, 
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undoubtedly, at that period, a most valuable royal 
donation. . 

The Charter is a voluminous record : from a copy 
of the original roll and a translation before me I 
make the following abstract. The Patent incorpo- 
rates the " Town of Warwick" by the style and de- 
scription of the " Bailiffand Burgesses," with a com- 
mon seal. The jurisdiction is defined to extend over 
eight wards, and in length and breadth from Em- 
scott Bridge to the further pait of Long Bridge, 
atnd from Fordwell Brook to Hampton Brook. 
Periodical perambulation of the borougli is then 
enjoined, in order to continue and define the Bo- ^ 
rough limits. " Twelve of the mare honest and 
discreet wiew of the said Borough" are then 
nominated, for " aiding and assisting " the Bailiff* 
concerning all matters and businesses of the town, 
and who are to act for ^^the public good and ad- 
vantage of the Borough and inhabitants." As a 
proof that this limited number was not intended 
to exclude the popular influence and ^dvice, or to 
keep close and secret the business of the trust, the 
following remarkable clause follows: — ^^ And that 
the said Bailiff and twelve Burgesses may make, 
constitute, and admit, from time to time, from the 
more discreet inhabitants of the said Borough, (is 
many other Burgesses of the same Borough as 
they, in their discretion, shall think proper." The 
following subordinate officers are then appointed : 
a Recorder i a Serjeant at Mace ; a Clerk of the 
Market ; a Town Clerk ; and a Public Crier. A 
Mr . Wigston was appointed the Recorder, and with 
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thfi Buttiff for the time beii% W9a nca»in«tffd 9 
Magistrate of the Borough — that office, tbeT^Qre> 
wa& xiot thew «i «>ere hQ«K)iwry co^nsekss appcint- 
me&t.. Tbe maAe-tsi and faivs are then a|^pointeclJ 
The Ccmf t-Hou8,e is thettt ordained to he the Cjqui^ 
mon Hall of the BaiJif emA B^rge^stesy ^^Jor all 
md all smU c^ma/ttwsi, &ct.'* «ppert»iitto^ to the 
town wd pwWie business. The Booth, or M^d(6ti- 
place Hoiaste, is directed to be kept fw the cour 
ventience of the town and straugera att^udiitg mai>- 
kets and faira. The Bailiff and twelve BwgeasoK 
«re to itteet on Miehaelina$^daj> and assign two 
of their nnmher, ^^ tbirt the other men mhmhiiimts 
of the same horoygh then and there |)aresefit> or 
the major part of them, ma;^ choose one of the 
two to the office of Bailiff for one entire year." A 
succeeding clanse then direct^ thftt when any a^ 
aiatant Burgess* ahall ^^ reside miiqf the Bwrmgh" 

(1) Tbe fofeeiof eu^tom is rem^rlii^)^ vsk the ohserrfMfim of 
Suuday- By this Charter two market d^iys a we^k p« cpn^- 
tuted^ viz. Thursday, and " every Sabbath d^y !" A few weeks 
since a Leeds hair-dresser was fined in the penalty of ^ve shil- 
lings, and ten shillings costs, for exereising bis cpaft on Sun- 
day.. A decent appenrance in a place of woiskip was fcKrmerty 
coasldered sa desirable, that %h& ofieratloi) was pt^vfenaded in 
church -yards ; and indeed it was an ancient cust(»a tor our 
harh-arous ancestors to practice their art and mystery in attend- 
ing there before matins, which libeity was terminated by a spe- 
cial prohibltioD of Richard Flemmyng, Bishop of I^inoolB, 

A.D, 1429, 

(2) These twelve Bui^gessies were, of oourse, answer^Uei^o 
the modern name oi Aldermen, a general and antieqt designa- 
tion of ^ great men/^ but not applied to a capital Burgas 
iill a later perk>d. 
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<ir §br mf x0ket «aMse be tecoi&v^iy or «hidl die, 
atiiMheft' Burgees ishail be eletted by the 8«iltff and 
Mmtkig eiteveii to fill tt^ tbe v^cmcfs TMs 
Cfatttter ^grants the Oamrt Lectt. It tbet) gives « 
BMmid^l 9aoA petml locd jumlietioii) pnwer <cif 
kftposiiig fineS) ei^^fcution agwfi A ^?^>odi^ fversMdl 
iittt)i:«beiiiikiie&t) JToriieiitupe of godds of felom^ cer* 
Ijibi <oiiloers to )set tke i^suse t^f breftd^ wioe^ 
vN^htd) ^xicl mtBS^iftes^ ^idcage and >is«fijjlage, &c«^ 
with «be gtanlt «o tlie ^' Bailiff ^ttd &a«ge99e« ** ttrf 
sMdM^ twtd mettbers to ^Hiametft.^ 

Tl^ t)lMirt«r <«%s Jftttt^Mitibly a valtiabk gift to 
^ W$m. As its ipopa)atio& &«vd «rdhe increased) 
Md -as idbe fk^ids t^ H^eniy the fiigbtli's (ragt be* 
Otattte larger, froMi tiie increase 'Of proj^eity; it be* 
cstme Mecessa^tbat a nvore i*egidfitr ifmnici^go* 
tertimeMt isftid hK!i^l magistracy <e(f itbe Boniugh 
sfatmM be ^ta^fishedl Tbe «ml«ie «tf tbe 4(»cfil 
dvM jwisdidMB ^as itiestifaiaMe^ and gan^ that 
jwiidkd ad^P^anttage to Bm^oughs wbidi wais ^already 
^ii^en to CinmHes in tbe <na^9ti«Kcy^--^4Mtrf)ghig 
bftdk the ^a&ou ^yrmclple ctf territwial «e«rtS) and 
ffMfag tftie poor man justice ait (his <ow& door^ anQd 
t«ikhiQ bis tnetms. It is <observaMe^ that nnder lAm 



(]) Although tbe words of this Charter ^eem to limit £he 
parliamentary 'franchise to the Bailiff £ind ^Burgesses ^meacning 
JheCstpitalSurgesfee^, such Ihnitaltion cei4aiii[ly^l]y>1fhe findmgli 
(fftfheiiDttse of CommoBs^ was ^neither law^or <cu9tom. IndLee^^ 
the -preamble of ilbis Charier of 1553 recites, that the (Borou^ 
'' kcis, andjrom time whereof the memory of man runneth not 
to the contrary, hath been accustomed to have, two Burgesses 
df'ihe tante iSorou^in every ParHament;' ^c. 
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Charter'all the offices (except/ perhaps, the most 
subordinate ones) were not salaried, but gratui- 
tously filled. Residency is also here originally 
and expressly enjoined, as a qualification of fitness 
for a Borough oflSce ; and who hut local and resi- 
dent officers can possess an intimate or due know- 
ledge of the interests and condition of those for 
whose service they are appointed ? The periodical 
annual change of the Bailiff, or Chief Magistrate, 
was also an excellent provision, and needs a very 
brief exposition. To say nothing of the constitu- 
tional principles of our government, no one will 
deny that this principle is consistent with common 
sense and every-day experience. A permanent 
magistrate may acquire an influence, and derive an 
interest, that might affect the disinterestedness of 
his administration, or bring upon it suspicion or 
obloquy : particularly where the office is gratui- 
tous and voluntary, the permanent performance of 
its duties would be unjustly burdensome on the 
individual. Persons, also; may in time enter, pub- 
lic life better qualified for office than a late incum- 
bent. If an official man has been a corruption- 
hunter, he will scarcely, if the office is an annual 
one, expose his character and past conduct to scru- 
tiny, by offering himself a second time to choice.. 
" Seven-year-old Mayors,** or even the continu- 
ance in office of gentlemen for three years, are not 
desirable or justifiable on principle ; for however 
honestly they may discharge their duties, the above 
reasons prove that they will not have credit for 
their pains and generous devotion, to the public 
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^90d. CHif S<^tate^Book atte^s tlie poasiUe — ^the 
probable abuses of permanent aathority.^ At a)| 
events, wise men will not place themselves in such^ 
suspicions sitbations. . 

The third Borough Patent I have met with is 
dated in the second year of Queen Elizabeth^ 
25th February, 1560. It is a charter of Inspexi-- 
mus and confirmationi, the immediate cause or mo-* 
tive for which it is unnecessary to investigate. The 
following is a translation of the preamble and rati- 
fication. 

ELIZABETH^ by the Grace of G^, of England^ 
Fifance, and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith^ &c. 
To all to whom these present Letters shall come send- 
eth greeting :. We have inspected the Letters Patent of 
bar Lord Philip and Lady Mary, our most dear sister, 
kitely King and Oueen of England, made as follows, — • 
PHiLipand Mary, bytlie Grace of God, King and Queen 
of England, France^ Nliples, Jerusalem, and Ireland^ 
Defender of the Faith, Princes of .Spain and Sic^ly^ Arch^ 
dukes of Austria, Dukes of MHan^ Burgupdy^ and Bra- 
bant, Counts of Fl^nders^ Hapsburg, and Tirol^ To aU_. 
to whom these present Letters shall come sendeth 
greeting; Whereas our Boro' of Warwick, in our Coun- 
ty of Warwick, is an ancient Borough, Sfc. : We 
therefore, ratifying -the aforesaid Letters Patent, and all 
and singular other the things therein contained, do, for 
ourselves, our heirs and successors, as much as in us 
lie^, accept and approve the same, and do ratify and 



(1) 'See Statutes, 9 Ann. cap. 20, sec. 8{ 13 & 14 Car. llr 
cap. 12. sec. 15. ^lso> a recently published and excellent 
pamphlet — *' Observations upon the Munieipal Bodies in Cities 
and Towns incorporated by Royab Charters, within England 
and Wmles, By R. P. Cntden :"' London, 1826, 

E 
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confirm tooiirwell-belov^edthe present Bailiff and Bur-* 
gesses of the said Boro' of Warwick, and tlieir succes** 
^ors, as the aforesaid Letters Patent in themselves rea- 
sonably testify: In witness whereof we have caused 
these our Letters to be made patent. As witness our- 
selves at Westminster, the 25th day of February, in the 
second year of oilr Reign. 

Abotit this period a most valuable charity was 
founded by Sir Thomas White, an Alderman of 
London, by the investment of the sum of ^1400 
in land, in trust, the proceeds to be rateably di- 
vided between certain corporations of the midland 
counties, of which, by the original deed, and by 
subsequent decrees of the Court of Chancery, 
four-sevenths of the nett produce of these lands 
is directed to be paid, once in every five years, to 
the Corporation of Warwick, for the purpose 
of assisting young tradesmen, ^^ inhabitants, being 
of good famei" in setting up in business, by the 
free loan of <g650, on finding good security for 
nine years. How far the Corporation of Warwick 
faithfully administer this tnist will be matter of 
inquiry and observation in my after pages ; I only 
mention the charity here to preserve my chrono- 
logical order.^ 



t^mmmm^U»tmmmmmmmtm^mm^^mmi»-muAmmmami^ 



(1) By the last returns under the Property Tax it .appears 
that the annual value of the charitable donations and funds of 
Great Britain is ^1,028,993, Ss. lOd. ! viz. 

England 4^972.396 11 

Wales ----.. 3,519 13 11 

Scotland ---------- 53,077 3 11 

Great Britain - - ^1,028,993 8 10 
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The extraordinary increase in the value of En- 
glish charity property is too well known to re- 
quire any instances. Money vested in land many 
centuries since has not only increased in value 
with the progress of agriculture and population, 
but frequently^ from its locality to towns and dif- 
ferent causes, has exceeded in accumulated value 
the progressive increase of other descriptions of 
early investment. In order to judge of the worth 
of money-legacies and other sums, left at differeiit 
times, it is necessary to regard the relative value 
of money at different periods. To assist the reader 
in this respect, the subjoined table is added. It is 
prepared from Appendices viii. and ix, in vol. iii. 
of Eden*s History of the Poor. The interval be- 
tween the Conquest and the year 1601 embraces 
the time when most public charities were founded. 
Since the 43d of Elizabeth, too, there has been 
no alteration either in the standard fineness or 
weight of the ^1 sterling of 20^. Th^^ price of 
wheat is in the money of the time^ as nearly as 
can be ascertained.^ 



(1) The public are aware^ that a most useful and long de- 
sired Parliamentary Commission is still laboriously employed 
in the several counties of England and Wales^ ** To inquire con- 
cerning Charities for the Education of the Poor/' stat. 58 Oeo^ 
III. C.91. 5 and " To extend the powers thereof to other Chari- 
ties^'* stats. 59 Geo, HI* c. 81 . and 6 Geo. IV, c. 58^ a i^ost 
valoable abstract of whoie reports is now publishing in months 
ly pai-t^ of one shilling each. 
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Table ofihe relative value of Money at different 

periods. 





YEilRS. 
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4 
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1 
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I 
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8 
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1 


8 


16 
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1 
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I shall merely remark, in passing, that when 
.charitable donations in progress of time become 
so productive as to be more than adequate to the 
objects of the trust, the law of England has natu- 
rally and justly provided for extension and addition 
to those objects. This power may be obtained of; 
the Court of Gbanoery {equity^ or by Act of Par- 
liament, as the ease may be ; but always of the 
legislature : and those trustees who do not avail- 
themselves of this salntary means of improving 
their trusts are guilty of a violation of their duty ; 
not, peiiiaps, from corrupt motives, vulgarly s6 
palled^ but from motives equally injurious to the 



fafl^eiheic^y t;ib; dam i^^orance or cmlpable iieg<» 
lect; and how a. charity ig mj«red can mlike no^ 
diJOference in th^ degree or loss, nor does the law 
eoncern itself with the motives of wrong doer^ t 
it rectifies the wrong done, and guai^ds against d 
repetition of the injury* " ' 

In some works relating td the cdunty I have 
^ seen memoranda of a Charter of James I. to the 
Borough of Warwick, in most instances alleged 
to have been granted in the tenth year of the reign 
nf that monarch. In searching the indexes of the 
records in the Rolls' Chapel nnder that date, and 
other periods of this reign5 1 eannot discover anj^ 
charter properly so called. The Corporation, bow- 
eyier, in their rolls in the Court ^ouse, possess 
an indthnnent finder the great seal, which pr^ 
bably giave rise >to tho above error -and note^ df 
a charter. The document in qnestion I 'tonsi-^ 
der, judging from the preamble sind context, is 
merely a Cointkhsien of the Peace,,which appears* 
to have been issued on letters patent in order to 
control and' remove certain ontrages, breaches^ 
of the peace, and illegal practices which it would 
seem the local authorities could not suppress. The 
commission is in -aid of the Borough magistracy 9 
as the record is extr«uely interesting and illus^ 
trative of r)Wen times, I print it entire^in the Ap- 
pendix.^ 

By some proceedings in theCourt of Chancery 
it is evident thi|t, in the early part of the reign of 



tl) A^pAxdix, No. 111. 
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James I. the Corporation were in a course of ille- 
gal conduct not imlike the general state of the 
Bui'gesses described in the above special Commis-* 
sion of the Peace. Perhaps, indeed^ the demora-* 
lized state of the inhabitants may be attributed to 
the neglect and abuses of the corporate trusts and 
duties. An information was exhibited against the 
Bailift' and certain Aldermen, by some public-spi* 
rited individuals, on a bil] of complaint, 1 1 James I. 
A. p. 1613, in which the complainants alleged on 
oath various malpractices and abuses, chiefly in 
the neglect by the members of the corporate body 
of their magisterial duties, — ^the tenanting by 
themselves of the corporation lands, at nominal 
rents, — the improper self-appropriation of the 
funds of Henry the Eighth's charity, — ^the low 
state of the Free-Schpol, — and also the corrupt ad-* 
ministration of the private trusts of Oken, Iffeler, 
and Griffin. The Court appointed commissioners 
to visit the Borough and examine into the merits 
of the allegations ; who, after hearing witnesses 
on both sides, reported strongly in favour of the 
complainants, specifying the several abuses proved 
before them. A decree of Lord EUesmere, in 1614, 
recites all these circumstances, the detail of which 
is, however, unnecessary. A final decree was vl^ 
timately made in the cause, dated 13 James I., 
28th November, 1616. The decree simply de-^ 
tails the abuses, and remedy against future recur- 
rence, and tenderly overlooks the past;. and, '^not 
willing to look back to the mis*emp^oyments past, 
have set down and intended a course how the 
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lands^ revenues, stocks of money, and other pro- 
fits whatsoever, of or belonging to* the said town^ 
should be employed henceforth for the general 
good of the said town, and as the same was seve- 
rally given and intended by the donors thereof, 
and not for the private use of the Baili£Fand Bur- 
gesses nor any else, ^c."^ It is then ordered, 
that the estates in future shall be let at a fair 
rental; — ^that the Corporation shall particularly 
provide for a sufficient number of Church of En- 
gland clergy to perform the duties of religion ; — 
that they shall *^ set the poor on woi k ;"— *^ and also 
that they have regard to the schoolmaster of 
the Free Ghrammar School, their and his suc- 
cessors^ being sufficiently painful and diligent in 
their places ,' &c.2 " And furthermore it is or- 
dered and decreed, that the said Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses and their successors, and all others any way 
interested, authorised, or accountable in or touch- 
ing any revenues or profits of or belonging to the 
said town, or to the poor people thereof, for ever 
more hereafter shall, at the. general charge of the 
«aid town, partly once a year make a just and true 
account of the lands, tenements, rents, revenues, 
stocks of money, and profits, of or in any wise be*- 
longing to the said town or poor people thereof, 
or other charitable gift or respects there ; and of 
all their receipts, employments, payments, dis^ 
bursements, and all other their doings therein, or 
concerning the same, to the High Sheriff and Cus- 



(1) t)ecree. 



(2) Ibid. 



32 

tos RoMilofum of the County of Warwidc for th^ 
time being, Sue., tb^ said accounts yearly to be 
made and taken at such time and place as the said 
High Sheriff* and Custos Rotulonim for the tin^ 
being shall appoint, and who, if tbey find any He** 
gligence, fault, or defect, &c^, concealing or mis- 
.employing, &C.9 then they shall rectify such negli* 
gence, &ultb, defects, eoncealmieikts^ and mis-«m-» 
ployments, as shall he meet." * 

Thus early was the Corporation guilty o£ a 
breach of trust, in preferring the ^^interest of 
its members to the good o( tlie town ; and thus 
did the courts of justice endeavour to prevent a 
repetition of the abuses, by the salutary chedc 
iehicfa the pubUcathn and passing of their aooounts 
afforded. Indjeed, the Sh^eriff and .County Ma^s^- 
tracy were by the above record invested with the 
office oimsitori. This frail body, however, soon 
relapsed into its original sin. . 

By a decree of Lord Keeper Coventry, in the 
I3th year of the reign of Charles I.,^ we find from 
the recital, that " the.Bayliffe and Burgesses, for* 
getting the trust in -them reposed, had mis-im* 
ployed the proffitts of the rectoryes, and convert- 
ed the greatest, part of them to their own private 
gaine and benefitt." The Corp<M*ation was also, 
by mismanagement and misappropHation, deejdy 
involved in debt. — The Decree then orders an 
increase of the anunal. stipends, as follows :•— 



(1) Dqcwc. (2) Dated 17tb July, 1638. 
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Old Stipend. Increase* 

' sS s. 

Vicar of St. Mary's - :^ - - 60 - 

Assistant to the said Vicar - - 20 - 

Vicar of St. Nicholas - - - - 40 •- 

Vicar of Budhrooke - - - - 1118 - 

Schoolmaster of the Free School 20 - 

His Usher ---i---. 80- 



10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
2 



The latter increase of the salaries of the school- 
master and his usher is conditional in the words 
of the Decree, — " Soe as such master and usher 
teach ALL the children born and brought up in 
Wanvich from the accedence to y^ grammer and 
soe fcyrwards^ without taking anything for the 
samCy after they are fitt to be taught the acce- 
demceT 

The following increase of petty salaries is then 
ordered : 

Old Salary. Addition. 



8. 



d. 



The Clerk of St. Mary's Church 3 6 8-2 
The Sexton ditto - ----2 00-1 

Under this Decree an annual allowance is for 
' the first time granted to the Bailiff, though by the 
following clause he appears to have always had 
certain fees or perquisites. "And that the Bailife 
of the said town for the time being, for the better 
support and encouragement to undergoe the said 
office, shall have and receive the said allowance 
of 20/. per annum out of the profil;ts of the pre- 
mises which he now hath, and for divers years last 
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past hath had.** The overplus of the Corporation 
funds is then durected to be appropriated and ac- 
counted for as follows. *^ After these payments 
made in such sort as aforesaid^ the overplus of the 
rents and profitts of all and singular y^ premises 
granted by y« said K. H. y® 8* shall be disposed 
and imployed by y« said Corporation for y* time 
being to y« uses following, (vi^.) for and towards 
Y rfepair of y® church and chancell of St. Mary^s, 
in Warwick^ and for and towards binding poor 
children born or bred ia y^ town to be apprentices^ 
and for and towards y^ relief e ojy^ poor and aged 
people of y* said toivne, and for and towards y^ 
repair of y® grpat bridge there leading over y^ river 
Avon^ and consisting of many ai:chesy and to and 
for such other religious, good, and charitable uses^ 
tending td y® g^nerall good of y® towne and y® ease 
of y* inhabitants thereof as y® Bailiffe arid Bur- 
gesses for y^ time being shall think fitt and con- 
venient, y* being hard now to express and foresee 
all such particulars, accidents, and occasions as 
afteftiinies may produce, to restrain y^ from y^ 
performance of any good worke when yy have y* 
means to perform y® same : and for the bett' de- 
claration and manifestation of y^ due imploymn^ 
of y® rents and proffitts of y® said premises soe 
granted by y® said K. H. y^ 8^ as aforesaid, y« said 
Corporation for y® time being shall^ y® s*^ four years 
expired, yearley make true and just accounts of 
y® said rents and proffitts, and of the disposition 
thereof, and shall prepare y« same in paper, fair- 



• p^ 
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ley written^ to .express the receipts and payments 
in particular and not in gross^ and y^ same account 
iioe made shall deliver to 2 of y® Justices of y^ said 
co«nty next adjoyning to y® town of Warwick, and 
nrfao shall reside and inhabitt in y^ county, y® one 
of y*" to be chosen by y^ Corporation of Warwick, 
and y® othea: by y« Vicar of St. Marys in Warwicke 
for y^ time being, and who shall by the said Cor- 
poration be entreated to take y® said account/' 

In the fourth year of this reign (Charles I.,) we 
meet with a most singular and almost incredible 
instance of the degraded and base public character 
of the inhabitants of the Borough in a novel and 
extraordinary attempt to disfranchise themselves, 
bowing the knee to a corrupt corporation and the 
political object of the noble owner of the Castle. 
On 'the issue of a Parliamentary Writ for the 
election of new representatives in the House of 
Commons, the Bailiff and twelve capita! Burgesses 
usurped the sole power of that important suffrage, 
and (without the Burgesses) returned Mr. Robert 
Chr evilly and Mr. Francis hwy the sitting members. 
A petition opposed this illegal return : and a count- 
er petition was got up at the instance of the Cor- 
poration and political patron signed by two hun- 
PR£D Buigesses of the Borough, disclaiming to 
have any right of election ! The Committee of 
Privileges refiised to receive this infamous petition, 
^^ because if but one commoner appear to sue for 
his rightf they will hear him." The Committee 
reported that the right of election for the Borough 
of Warwick belonged to the Commonalty ; that 
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Mr. Grevill and Mr. Lua/ were undU(b/ elected ; 
and that a writ issue for a new choice.^ 

I pass over altogether many, interesting historic 
cal naatters, relating to Warwick and the political' 
character of its inhabitants, in the early part of the 
reign of Charles I., and in the eventful times of 
the Common-wealth, when the people straggled 
and contended against prerogative, and when 
both parties committed grievous errors against hur 
inanity and common sense. I have not been able 
to discover any change in the municipal govern- 
ment of the Borough, except in the provisional 
Commissions of the Parliament party, and the mi- 
litary orders in Council of the King and Cavaliers. 
Warwick, probably under the personal influence 
of the celebrated and patriotic Lord Robert Brooke^ 



(1) Commons JoQrDals> 4t]i Charles I. Brady's Borouglis; 
Oldfield's Parliamentary History, vol. v. p. %Q, 

This base act of servility on the part of a whole town is only 
a single proof of the influence of power ^nA the de-nationalizing 
effect of corrupt corporate bodies. A system of corruption 
and terrorism alone could have extracted such complaisance^ 
an influence, in Cornish Boroughs, vulgarly but significantly 
tenne4 thum bing. The act in question may be attributed to the 
desire of avoiding the charge of wages at an early peiiod paid to 
Members of Parliament, and which was levied on the Burgesses, 
a burthen on account of which many Bort)ughs (particularly 
decayed ones) obtained a royal licence to bje relieved of the pri- 
vilege of representation. But such an exemption could not have 
been sought in the present case of the Warwick Burgesses^ as 
we find no instapces later than Philip and Mary 5 the right of 
returning members being zealously maintained and exercised by 
all the Boroughs entitled from the time ot Elizabeth to the reign 
of Charles L Se^ Dewess Journals, {oh 16S2, p. SO. • . 
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(killed ait the siege of Lichfield,) sided with the po- 
pular party. But the narrative of the occurrences 
will throw no light on the more immediate object 
of these pages j I therefore pass from these critical 
and interesting days to the period of the restora- 
tion, the reign of Charles 11.^ 

With the inconsistency and reaction which al- 
ways attend civil wars and popular commotions^ 
especially in struggles for political liberty before a 
nation is ripe for appreciating aiid enjoying it, the 
English public, which had just shown itself eagerly 
combating for civil freedom, now exhibited a cor- 
responding spirit of servility and prostration to the 
objects and tyrannical designs of a profligate king 
and a corrupt court. So far from any declaration 
of rights ornecessary stipulations being obtained 
from Charles II., to prevent the exercise of those 
unconstitutional prero^tives and usurpations 
which had brought his father to the block, and 
rent the kingdom with civil war, he was permitted 
to return without conditions, and allowed to use 
every former stratagem and illegal prerogative to 
renew and rivet the political chains of his subjects. 

The corporations of course were the principid 
bodies through whom the interests of the monarch 
and his ministers were sought to be advanced. It 
is, natural that political parties should use all law- 



(1) The records of the County Sessions, and the Diary o/ 
Dugdqle, (a most valuable and curious manuscript about to be 
published) contain some interesting local details on this hither- 
to unexplored period. 
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fol. means in tlieir power to ioiiiiieace publiiB opiv 
mofi n Irnt no bad meanB will j astify ends howeYer 
gaod^ amd ^supposing diat the political principles of 
gDveroment andoptedand acted npon by Charles II. 
were for the good of the nation^ the moile by which 
he sought to advance his objects was uncon^titut-- 
4a0nal:aiid :tinpriiiGi|>led. .. 

Hbe Parliament of I16&I ; was the instmment of 
his political operatioiiMs. Of the measurefi^ adopted 
toinfl^e»cethe corpprations and magistracy, aiMl 
to-.m^e them s«diservieiat to.tfae oonrt party^ hyiU 
legally onstii^. apposition ^ ineniber». and a total 
change of their constitution^ we haye ample mei- 
wonak titi cocMtemporary historians. '. Mr. Hum£> 
the {lairtiai narrator and apologist of these arbutra^ 
jry.and unjustifiable proceedtnga, nanstbe consi-* 
itened lati ^ndonbted leyidenpe of the fact. In his 
hisAtoy of the treign of Charles 11.^ on the first par«- 
Ijagifsnt^ he writes ^^ The other measuues of this 
fMdBamei^t still disoovened a miore anxious care 
tOjguard against rebellion in the adbject than en- 
croachments in the: crown : the recent evils of civil 
w»r and usurpation had naturally increased ithe 
ispiritof submission to the monarchy and had thrown 
the nation into that dangerous extreme. During 
!the violeat and jealons government of die Parlia^ 
ment and of the Protectors, all magistrates, liable 
to suspicioiij had been expelled (he corporations ; 
and none had been admitted who gave not proofs 
of affection to the ruling powers, or who refused to 
subscribe the Covenant., To leave all authority in 
such hands seemed dangerous ; and the Parlia- 
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mint, therefore, empewered the King to appoint 
Commissioners far regelating the corporations^ 
and expeUing such magistrates as either intruded 
tbeniselTes by violence or profeilsed priucipknl 
dangerous to the cottstitutibn^ ciril and ecclesias*'' 
tieal. It was aluo enacted^ that all magistrateff 
should disclaim the obh'gatioh di the Gotenaut^ 
and should declare^ both their belief that ' it wa9 
not lawfal^ uponi any pretence whatsoeTer^ to re^ 
siat the king^ and their abhorrence of the traitorous 
position of taking arms by the king's autborhy 
against his person^ or agiiinst those idio were coiok 
ite'ssioned by him;" ^ 

These political objects and changes were in part 
effiscted by the legislature enacting a statute that 
no persons should be eligible to be elected to any 
office relating to the goyemment of any city dr cof.^ 
porsftion unless^ within a twelye-^month before^ 
they had received the sacrament according to the 
rites of the Church of England. The act enjoins 
also that the oaths of allegiance and supremacy 
shall be taken at the same time with the oath of 
office ; and in default of either of these i^quisites 
being' complied with declares the election void: 
This statute was intended to exclude especially all 
Protestant Dissenters from civil office in their se-- 
vrr^l places of residence^ and consequently to dimi- 
nish their numbers and influence. It was depriv^ 
ing them utijusdy (to use no stronger term) of a 
moat valuable portion of their anient civil rights; 



(1) Humes History^ Charles II. 
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and this merely from the circamstance and on the 
plea that that numerous class of English subjects 
had joined the parliament party and opposed the 
tyranny of the Staarts ! This statute, known by the 
name of the Corpcration Act, was as deficient in 
effect against all dishonest Protestant Dissenters as 
it was bad in principle ; the operation of an oath 
can only exclude from office the conscientious ho- 
neSt-minded.man, (who would, whatever his religi- 
ons opinions^ perform his doty to his fellow citi- 
zens in corporate trusts,) but it can never exclude 
the apostate : it may make men hypocrites, but 
cannot make them converts. The mode, also, of 
exclusion by the prostitution of the sacred emblem 
, and sacrament of Christian concord to civil pur- 
poses cannot be too severely reprebended. True 
it is that by subsequent statutes^ the Corporation 
Act has been virtually repealed, but the continued 
use of this* holy rite, even by members of the 
Church of England itself, as the passport to civil 
office, is insulting and degrading to the Church, 
and admits of no apology. What feature is it in 
the opinion, character, or conduct of a Protestant 
Dissenter, the industrious and respected inhabitant 
of a town, which renders him unfit to be trusted 
with the management of the public charity funds ? 
Why should not his class of religious belief par- 
Jticipate in the enjoyment of those funds, and in the 
credit and usefulness of distributing them ? And 
if a Burgess take the sacrament of the Church 



(I) 5 Geo. I. cap. tI. sect. 3. and the lodemnity Act. 
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of England against his conscientious dissent from 
some of the doctrines of the established creed^ 
and some of the ceremonial ^rm^ of the Church, 
(all believing alike the essential substantial truths of 
Christianity) how does it the better qualify him for 
the office of a corporation ? One of our great poets, 
a man of noble understanding though morbid feel^ 
ing, unanswerably argues the abandonment of this 
absurd and impious prostitution of the sacrament— 

'^ Hast thou by Statute shov'd from its design ^ 
The Saviour's feast, his own bliest bread andwine^ 
And made the symbols of atoning grace 
An office-key^ a picklock to a place. 
That infidels may prove their title good 
By an oath dipp'd in sacramental blood } 
A blot that will be still a blot, in spite 
Of all that grave apologists may w^rite j 
And though a Bishop toil to cleanse the stain. 
He wipes and scours the silver cup in vain." (1) 

There may be those amongst you who will think 
these remarks irrelevant to the particular object 
of this letter. But no opportunity should be passed 
by of inculcating the great political principles of 
civil freedom ; of suppressing those unchristian and 
ridiculous prejudices of religious difference under 
which many of us live, ignorant of each other's 
good qualities^ indulging groundless dislikes; and 
of advancing those noble and benevolent national 
refoims and improvements which are the charac- 
teristic signs of the present age* 

The foregoing extract from Mr. Hume's His- 



(1) Cowper: Expostulation with England. 
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tory^ and the subsequent remarks^ will ha^e Bsxtici^ 
pated the probability of a new charter, soma where 
about this peiiod, for accomplishing the purposes 
of Charles II. 

Accordingly we find a third Charter of the Bo-r 
rough, of the date of 13th October, A.D. 16^6, 
in the sixteenth year of his Majesty^s reign, Th^ 
preamble recites that ^^ our beloved subjects the 
present Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid have humbly supplicp,ted us that we, for 
the promotion and better government of the same 
Borough, would extend and graciously afford in 
this behalf our royal grace and munificence, &c. 
with the addition of such liberties, privileges, im- 
munities, and franchises as should to us seem piost 
meet." It is not worth while to ipquire whether 
the inhabitants anticipated the wishes of the mo- 
narch, BXidpro/ormd petitioned for a new charter, 
or whether his Majesty signified to ff^arwick his 
desire to confer this mark of especi^ grace and 
favour. 

This Charter contains the usual clauses consti- 
tuting the inhabitants " one bpdy corporate and 
politic, by the name of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Warwids " It create^ 
1 . A Mayor y to be annually changed, who ^^ shall 
be one of the more discreet and honest men of 
the said Borough." 2. Twelve ^Idermisn of the 
same character. 3. ^^ And also, th3.t in like mau-^ 
ner there may and shall be within the same Bo- 
rough twelve others, of the more bone9t and dis- 
creet men of thg-t Borough^ to be horn time to 
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tinte electted in form hereinafter in these prei^ents 
specified^ who shall be and shall be named As- 
sistant Bur G^ssEs of that Borongh ." The Mayor^ 
Aldermen^ afid Assistant Burgesses afe then no* 
minated and appointed, doubtless all '^ good men 
and true/* and discreetly sensible of the principles 
they were to uphold. It is then directed that the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Assistant Burgesses shall 
be co-e^ual in municipal p jwers ol bye laws, local 
administration of justice, ^c. On death or removal 
Arom office of the Mayor, and on the annual vacation 
of that office, the Aldermen an£? Assistant Burgesses 
are directed to meet and nominate '^ two honest and 
discreet nien from the Aldermen of that Borough, 
who have not before, within the space of two years 
then last past before their saidelectiQn,been chosen 
to the oflSce of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid," 
of which two men the Aldermen and Burgesses 
are to elect eitfaef of the two so assigned to the 
olBSce of Mayor, Vacancies in the body of Alder- 
men occasioned by death, removal from office for 
misconduct, resignation, '^ or not continually inha-* 
biting or residing within the Borough aforesaid^^ 
and being thereon amoved from office by the Cor- 
poration, to be filled up within eight days of such 
vacancies by the majority of the Aldermen, electing 
ad successor a borgess who had '^ inhabited in the 
Borough for the space of three years." The va- 
cancies in the body of Assistant Burgesses by 
d^ath, removal, resignation, ^^ or not constantly 
residing or remaining within the Borough afore- 
said," tb be filled up in like manner by the Mayor 
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and Aldermen with burgesses who had also inha-^ 
bited the town three previous years* Moderate 
fines for refusal of these several offices are then 
enacted. The various offices of Recorder and 
Deputy Recorder are established ; and the Charter 
further proceeds " we will that the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Burgesses shall have for ever hereafter, 
within the Borough aforesaid a man conversant 
with the English Laws who shall be Town Clerk,'* 
8gc. A Court of record is appointed to* sit at the 
Court House every Wednesday. The former and 
usual powers are then given ; and the Charter 
concludes with directing all the officers of the 
corporation to take such oaths as the statutes and 
laws of the realm (to wit, the late statute 13th 
Charles II. st. 2. cap. 1) commanded. 

This Charter, undoubtedly in its particular in- 
junction of residency in the corporate officers, and 
in the creation of the Assistant Burgesses coex- 
tensive in power with the Mayor and Aldermen 
in every thing but the filling up of vacant offices^ 
very greatly favoured the popular and constitu- 
tional principles of civil government. It gave a 
Common Council cot^qual power over the collec- 
tion and expenditure of the town funds, and the 
local administration of jastice. 

But, however well this charter suited the pur- 
poses of the burgesses and inhabitants of War- 
wick it did not altogether " work well" for the 
Court ! The people had now the reward of their 
servility in taxation so excessive and invasions of 
the constitution so barefaced that the King and 
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his minion ministers could no longer manage Par*' 
liamept or control the '^ country party." The 
citizens of London^ ever jealous of their political 
rights, were particularly hostile to the Court, and in 
the metropolis, the very heart of the country, main- 
tained a constant flame of political opposition 
which spread throughout the kingdom. The King, 
by a stretch of arbitrary authority, though per- 
haps according to the^^>rm* of justice, and by the 
instrumentality of venal Judges (who then held 
their judgeships during pleasure and were conse- 
quently under the thumb of the King,) seized up- 
on the charter of the City and adjudged it forfeit- 
ed.^ To an application from the Livery to restore 
the charter the King conditionally consented, tak- 
ing to himself a veto of approval and power to dis-- 
place any corporate officer.^ By the same pro- 
cess of Qwo warranto^ (or writ of inquiry by what 
warrant members of corporatians exercised their 
official powers) all the boroughs and cities were 
laid prostrate at the altar of royal grace. Hume 
writes on these transactions, that *^ it was impos- 
sible that any cause where the Court bent its 
foice could ever be carried against it." That his- 
torian thus prepares us for finding b. fourth Char- 






(1) By the statute 2 William and'Mary cap. 8. ou the Revolu- 
tion^ the judgement was reversed and the charter restored 3 and 
it was enacted that thenceforth no common>law corporation 
should he dissolved for default of electing the Mayor or head 
officer on the charter day« 

(2) For a detail of this case see Burnett's History of his 
own times^ vol. i. p. 535;, fol. ed. 
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tor ofWarwick j "All the csorporations in England^ 
having the exan^ple of London before their eyes^ 
saw how vain h would prove to contend with the 
Court, and were, most of tbeln, sncceasively m- 
dnced to surrender their charters into the King*s 
lianda. Considerable Mms of money were exacted 
for restoring the charters ; and all oflSces of power 
and profit were left at the disposal of the crown".! 
Some years previous to this period another law 
biid passed^ (originating in the violent fear enter^ 
tained by the people of the Roman Catholic oyi^ 
nions of Charles II. and his brother the Diike of 
York^) which again affected and limited eligibility 
to corporate offices^ viz. the Te^ Act (the 26tli 
Car« II. cap. 2«) a statute which required all offi*- 
cers^ or any persons wbo should receive any sala- 
ry, pay, or fee, by reason of any patent of his 
Miyesty, to take the oaths and make the declara-< 
tioBf against transubstantiation, &c. within three 
nionths after admission t6 office.^ As this srtatate 
is %o publicly known, from imposing the disability 
under which Catholics now labcmr, I shall not ar*^ 
gne its policy or impolicy, bat merely observe, 
that it Was certainly intended as a t&mporary 
measure only ;— -that the object of its enactment 
has long since ceased to exist ; — :that its continu- 
ance is peculiarly bard on the Protestant Dissent-- 



(1^ History, Charf6s II. A. D. 1683. 

(2f) Various modifications have, at different times, since been 
made in this act, amongst which may be mentioned the provi- 
sions of the 5th Geo. I. st. 2. cap. 1^ : 2 Geo. Ih cap. 3^1 : 
9 Geo. II. cap. 26 : and 57 Geo. III. cap. 92. 
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era, who acquiesced in it wiidumt aDy idea of its 
being permanently enforced upon theni$elFefl ;— 
and that in itself it is a remnant of the system of 
oaths — 

*' Wbich^ binding polity in s]^ritttal chuins^ 
And tainting piety with temporal stains^ 
Corrupts both State and Churchy and makes an oath 
The knave and atheist's passport into both." 

Sii^^h ^ before alluded to were most probably 
the ^tofe reasons which gave birth to the fourth 
Cbartier, 36 Charle9 II.* bearing date the 18th Dc* 
c^^ibeir^ AfD» 1684. The former charter aa might 
be imagined was agreeably w/rewrfererf, as the new 
one states in the preamble that it is granted ^^ in 
conformity to the humble petition of the late 
]VJ[ayor^ Aldermen^ and Burgesses of the Borough 
of Warwick/' This charter is, in most respects^ 
similar to the preceding one, except that the Asf^ 
sistant Burgesses are limited in number to eight ^ 
and the King, by a special proviso, reserves the 
power of removing any of the corporate officers by 
an order of council, A power is given to the 
*^ Mayor^ Aldermen, and Recorder," *^ at all times 
to repiove any one pr more of the Assistant Bur^- 
gesses, and to increase the number of the Assist^ 
ant Burgesses, as often as to the Mayor, Aiders 
men, and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time, or the greater part of them, it shall seem 
convenient." The oaths and declarations are then 
specially ei\joined to be taken by all officers of tjie 
Borough,. 

The intent, and doubtless the effect, of this 
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charter upon charter, was to make the people the 
creatures of subserviency — 

'^ Hence Charter d Boroughs are such public plagues -, 
And burghers, men immaculate, perhaps. 
In all their private functions, once combin d. 
Become a loathsome body, only fit 
For dissolution, hurtful to the main.'* (1) 

As these interesting and important historical 
facts, relating to the shuffling and changing of 
charter^, illustrate the political history of other 
towns, I am tempted to quote the following 
few but excellent remarks of Bishop Burnett on 
the infamy of these scandalous acts of usurped 
prerogative and public degradation :-^— " The Court 
was every where triumphant. The Duke was high- 
ly complimented by all, and seemed to have over- 
come all difficulties. The Court, not content with 
all their victories, resolved to free themselves 
from the fears of troublesome parliaments for the 
future. The cities and boroughs of England were 
invited and prevailed on to demonstrate their 
loyalty, by surrendering up their charters, and 
taking new ones modeled as the Court thought fit. 
It was much questioned whether those surrend-^ 
ers were good in law or not: it was said that 
those who were in the government in corpora- 
tions, and had their charters and seals trusted to 
tlieir keeping, were not the proprietors nor mas- 
ters of those rights : they could not extinguish 
those corporations, nor part with any of their pri- 

(1) Cowper. 
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talegies. Otlierer sigud> th^it irb^ever soight be ob- 
jteted to the reasoD «Bd equity of the thing, yet^ 
Irhen the 9ed of a oorporatioii was put to any 
deed/stiob a deed was good in kvr« The matter 
goefs beyond my skill in law to deteroiine it ; this 
h oertaifi^ that whatsoever may be said ia hivt^ 
there is no sort of theft or perfidy more criifiinali 
than for a body of men, whom their neighbours 
hate trusted with their cofieerns, to steal away 
thoit dmtt&tSy and affix their seals to sUK^h a deed^ 
belraymg ill that their trust and their oatbs. tn 
former ages, corporations were jealous of theif 
prtYileges :aod cu^toins to excess and <superBti« 
tion/*i 

We now come to the period of the RfivoLi/- 
TiON^ when a better family and more just prind^ 
pies rtdied over the people of £hgiand. The first 
acts of William and Mary weire auspicibas to the 
Uftierties of die country, as their majesties began 
to reverse the abominations and usurpations of 
their royal and worthless predecessors. Most of 
the charters of the cities and boroughs, on their 
happy accession to the throne, and as soon as at^ 
tention could be bestowed on the subject, were 
remoideiedf but changed after a different fashion 
from their former moulding, viz. according to 
law and the advanced state of society. 

The Charter of Wv^rwick was accoi'dingly de- 
termined and renewed in the fifth year of the 
reign of William and Mary, the new one bearing 
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(1) Burnett's Own Times^ toI. i. p. 527* Oxford ed. 1823- 
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date the 18th of March, 1694, the original and 
a translation of which are prefixed to thi« letter. 

I shall defer any observations on the clanses and 
prescriptions of this Charter nntil I examine into 
the present state of the Corporation, whose mem- 
bers ought to administer their trust according to 
the literal and distinct mandate of the Governing 
Charter and the law of the land. In subsequent 
pages I shall show in what respect the Corporation 
legally and properly discharge their public duty, 
and wherein they do not. The original record has 
been printed verbatim and parallel with the trans* 
lation, so that any misconstruction or misstatement 
of the Charter may be readily corrected. 

In this year, September, 1694, a destructive fire 
laid waste the greater part of the town.* 

The devastation consequent on this unfortunate 
event, and the difficulty and litigation attending 
the determination of the respective sites and boun^ 

(1) Harleian MSS. Irtish Museum, F. No. 6839. See a 
supposed letter from a gentleman in Worcester to a friend, en- 
titled '* An Account of the dreadful Fire at Warwick, which 
happened the 5th instant^ at 2 in y* afternoon/' The follow- 
ing is a copy of the manuscript : — 

" This irresistable fire in five howers time consumed all y* 
High-street, Church-street, Ship-street, the Great Church, 
many lanes and other buildings : the howses are numbred at 
present att 460, the damage at the least amounts to 120,000/'. 
this account was sent yesterday to our Bishop with a particular 
of y* money already sent for their releife, Coventry 200/. 
Birmingham 100/. Lord Brooke 40/. Lord Coventry 30/. in 
all about 600/. and wee are just going to make a collection for 
y* support of the misserable inhabitants. — ^Worcester, Sep^ 10> 
1694." 
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tjaries of |»rot>ert7, rendered, it necessary to apply 
to the Legislature for a local statute^ which was 
obtained^ and i» described in the Table ^f Private 
Acts^ as •*' An Act for rebuilding the towne of 
Warwick, and for determining differences touch* 
ing hoiises burnt and demolished by reason of the 
late dreadful fire there."^ 

However injurious this calamitous accident may 
have been to the temporary prosperity of the bo-» 
roughs the towp is probably indebted to it for its 
present architectural and superior appearance com- 
pared with other country towns. This Act^ com- 
monly called the ^^ Warwick Fire Act," contains 
nothing affecting the municipal jurisdiction of 
the borough, except the following clause : ^^ And 
for the better encouragement of gentlemen and 
othisrs to build and reside in the said town^ Be 
it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
justices of the peace for the county of Warwick, 
from time to time being, who shall be inhabitants 
within the said town, may for ever hereafter use 
and exercise their said office to. all intents apd pur- 
poses within the said town and liberties thereof, 
and in the Sessions of the said town to be held, as 
they may or can do in the said county at large or 
in ihe public Sessions thereof ; And thait all other 
persons who from time to time jshall be justices 
of the peace for the said county shall for ever here- 
after use and exercise the said office, within the 
said town and liberties thereof, during the time in^ 



(1) 6° apcl ;<" William and Mary^ 1694-5. 
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whieh the, lUN^aies aod pablic sessions of tlit peace 
for the said coimty shall be theire kept." But I 
af^prehend that this power was altogether invaUd 
under the intrcHDittent claose of the. Gov^rHiag 
Ghaiter^ and was subsequently repealed by the sta* 
tute 9 George i. which merely n&w enaibles ancl 
restricts county magistrates, dwelling ia a cky, 
horoHgh, OP precinct, to- act for the convty a^lafi^e, 
bttt fwt to interfere in the local jnrisdictioB* 

In 1710 an important Act of Parliament waa 
Ifi^de^ ^^ for rendering the proceedings on writaof 
JMfandamus and QuO' waiToata nrifotmatioiis BMre 
speedy and effectual, and for the more easy trying 
and determining the rights of officer and franohasea 
in corporations and boroughs^'^ The section viii*. 
in this statute, is an important part of the enaet- 
menu in its penal consequence to those asmuai 
Mayors and chief officers who shall be illegally 
re-elected or bold over and obstmct the elvctioii 
of a successor : '' And whereas ini divers, countties, 
boroughs, 8gc. where the Maym, Qailifl^ or other 
offie<er or oj^ieer^, to- whom it belongs tOi preside 
at the election, and make return o£ any member 
to serve in Parliament, ought to be asmualLy ele£(t« 
ed, the same person hath been re^cketed into sncb 
office fer several yeavs suecesnively, wUch hadi 
been found inconvenient ; Be it enacted and deb* 
Ci»red', that no person or p^rsoas, who* hath faeean 
or shall be iu such annual office for one wfaofe 
year, idball be capable to be chosen into the same 



(1) StctQte 9- Ann. cap. 20k 
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effioe £Mt the yearHsmedtartelT ensnisfir t aai wbera 
a«7 .acb «Dn.al o&^r«t officers is ^ are to coo^ 
tmiiefor a year^ and until some other persoii or 
pfvsom shall be choseo or sworq into siiieh office, 
if any sneh officer or officer» shall volutftanlff and 
ufdsamfulbf obstruct a»d prevent the choo^mg an^ 
ether person or persons to succeed info such ofjie^ 
gi ike time appointed /or making ano h r ehoioe, 
he or they shall forfeit one hundrsd pounos for 
cferf ancb offeDce^ to be recovered with coata oi 
foaty by such person as will sue for the same in any 
Court of record^ bj itctioo of debt, bill, plaint^ ^c. 
one moiety to the crown, and tlie otbei moiety to 
the person who will sue for the same, ^c/' 

In 1722, An important decretal order of the 
Cbort of Chancery was madein asuit relating to the 
misgoTefiiment and misapplication of Sir Thomais 
mite's charity.^ The Corporation of Coventry 
had scandalously abused this trust ; and by suil»- 
sequent equity decrees the letting of the estates 
was better regulated, and the division of tite assets 
periodically and more equitably divided among tho 
corporations entitled. 

In 1724, a statute further improved the law and 
regulation 4>f corporations, entitkd '^ An Act for 
preventing the inconveniences arising for want of 
elections of Mayors or other chief magistrates oi 
boroughs or corporations being made upou ikm 

(I) DiO^lOGeo.!. December 20^ 1722. SeeAnJccomi 
of the many and great Loans Benefactions and Charities, be^ 
longing to the Qty of Coventry, Svo. London^ 1733^ where the 
Decree is published^ wiih a sc&sdule of the rentals of the estate. 
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days appointed bjr charter or visage for tkat pur- 
pose, and directing in what manner sudb elections 
shall be afterwards made/'^ By the first section of 
the statote it is provided that when th& dection 
of Mayor or other chief oiSicers shall iM>t be made 
on the days appointed by charter or usage, in con^ 
sequence of the non-attendance (concerted or ac* 
cidental) of the Mayor or other chief officers, 
Burgesises may meet in the Town Hall or other 
Usual place of election the dayfolknomg^axiA there 
between the hours of ten and two o'clock {»x>ceed 
by themselves to the election of a Mayor. And 
if no election be made on the following day, as 
above authorized, the King's Bench may award a 
peremptory Mmtdanms for such election . Section 
vi/ of the same statute, also enacts a more specific 
Penal consequence for concerted absence from 
charter^day meetings than before existed under 
the common law ; as follows : ^' and be it ftirther 
enacted that if any Mayor ^ Bmliff or BatUffs, 
€T other chief officer or officers of any city, bo- 
rough, or town corporate shall voluntarily absrnt 
himself or themselves from, or knowingly and 
designedly prevent or hinder the election of any 
other mayor, bailiflF, or other chief officer in the 
i^ame city, borough, or town corporate, upon the 
day or within the time appointed by charter or 
ancient usage for such election, the person or per- 
sons so offending, being thereof lawfully convictedy 
^faall for every such offence suffer imprisonment 



(1) Stat. 11 Geo. Lcafh 4. 
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for the Space of ^is months without bail or iiiaiii<- 

piize^ AKD SHALL BE FOR EVER DISABLED TO TAKE 
HOLD OR EXERCISE ANY OFFICE BELONGING TO THE 
SAMK CITY, BOROUGH, OR CORPORATION." 

. In 1736 the Caarporation were agaia chastised 
by thest^roDg arm of the law, on aji information, at 
the relation of ^^ Joseph Brooks and John Phelps^ 
Thomas Archer and Henry Wise, Esquires ^ on be- 
l^df ofthemselyes and the rest of the inhabitants 
of the. town of Warwick." The relators charge 
their tmstees with the illegal and corrupt applica- 
tion of the fonds of Henry VIII. and Sir Thomas 
White's charity ; with inordinate feasting at the 
exp^ase of the town, "and in erecting stately 
buildings of no use to. the said inhabitants, 8fc. 
there beingtheu several commodious buildings suf- 
ficient to answer all necessary occasions^." It is 
unnecessary to cite all the details of this suit.^ 
By a decree of Lord Hardwicke the general ques- 
tions of amount and augmentations were referred 
to a master, who subsequently reported at consider 
rable length various illegal acts and coi nipt appro- 
priation of funds by the corporation. A second 
and final decree was then made by Lord Hard- 
wicke,^ 13* Geo. IL,|wbich remedied most of the 
evils complained of, and until repayment of all the 
misappropriatiqns and debts placed the charity es- 



(I) In the Mayor's answer he admits taking an increase of 
stipend from £20 to ^60 a year '* in consideration of making 
a treat on his being sworn and on other public occasions.' ' 
. (2) Decree; dated 31 Oct. 1739. 
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totes in -the handa of a receurer' of the Goort. Hie 
woih enactment of the decree^ .&tiil bioditig imd 
iBtperative^ is a most important piHyvinoii for the 
fair letting of the coiporation tmtt property^ 
^^ Sixths that before any part of the said premises 
be let on lease or otherwise, the said corporatioil 
or iu their default the said receiver do canse pnblie 
notice to be given by the respective parii^clerbs 
of Saint Mary and Saint Nicfaoks, and also by tb^ 
several clerks of the parishes whete smch estates 
lye, on a Sunday m the bodies of such ohniches 
respectively immediartely after evemng service, <tf 
the time and place of the letting the said estates 
at the least thirty days before the saine ave let^ 
and that the said estates shall always be let in die 
Shire hall within the said bonoogh between the 
honrs of ten and two of the dock on tbe days mp* 
(lointed for such pnrpose to the person or persons 
who will give the most rent for the same, unless 
such person ar persons be incapable cvf paying or 
giving good secai ity for the payment of such rent/* 
No lease is to exceed twenty-oqe years, and die 
corporation are ordered to appropriate Sir l^mas 
White's fund among ^^ the proper objects within 
the said borough,"' and not to use it themselves. 

iOn the 8th of October 1742, a Sequestration 
issued against all their real and personal estates 
for payment of the sum of ^931 lOs. 5d. the 
costs in this suit ; and a second sequestration on the 
18th December of the same year for the forther 
sum of ^3 1 09 1 3s. 2^d. unaccounted for in their 
general disbursements. The first sequestration 
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was discharged in 1761 ; but previously the c6r- 
porate body were sadly degraded and exposed in ' 
the eyes of the burgesses. They were turned out 
of their Town Hall, and were accustomed to meet 
(as I have been informed) at the house in Jury 

Street now occupied by Mr. Mouhun the Grocer, i] 

in a room called the matted chamber ; and it is a 
tradition that the mace and insignia of office were 
concealed at the Marble Yard for more auspicious 
times. At length, on a petition and order of re- 
storation, dated 25th May, 1769, the municipal 
Jbody were fully remstated in their estates and dig- 
nities. The petitioners humbly represented to the 
Court that all the original Aldermen defendants in 
the suit were dead, and their oflFences therefore 
buried with them ; and that "the principal inha- 
bitants of Warwick" consented to the prayer of 
the petition. Fifty of the principal burgesses ap- 
peared upon petition in the Master s office on the 
proceedings for the restoration, and to watch over 
the interests of the town. 

The Order specially directs the punctual and 
strict observance of Lord Coventry's decree, 13 
Charles I., viz. that the receiver of the Corporation 
shall give in annually to the churchwardens of 
Saint Mary and Saint Nicholas true copies of the 
rent-rolls of the charity eistates, an account of the 
tenants' leases, and a copy of the corporation annual 
accounts intended to be passed before the two , 
magistrates who are to pass the same, lodging also 
copies of the accounts when audited with the 
churchwardens to be kept in the chests of the 

I 
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churches ofthe said parishes* And the Corporation 
are thenceforth to appoint a regular receiver, who 
is to find sufficient securities according to the 
decree ofthe 31st October, 1739. 

In the course of this suit and sequestration 
the Corporation, as appears by a case and opinion 
before me, ^dvised with Mr. Charles Yorke on the 
construction of the decrees and the charges against 
them of misappropriation in unnecessarily building 
the new Court-house ; also, as to certain future 
appropriation of their funds. The case and opinion 
are equally good specimens ofthe craft of corpora- 
tions and lawyers. The learned counsel gives the 
following notable and significant advice at the end 
of an elaborate opinion : 

" Perhaps it may be prudent, in order to prevent 
too much opposition, to confine the first applica- 
tion to the Court by the Corporation to Sir Tho- 
,*^ mas White's money only. There is no advising 
the Corporation without more information than I 
have received, and more consideration than I 
have had opportunityto employ about this busi- 
ness since the papers were laid before me ; but 
" this in general I would take the liberty of observ- 
^^ ing to the Corporation that they can! t proceed in 
^^ this matter too gradually^ cautiously, or silently y 
*^ and that they are more likely to get the better of 
*^ the last decree, the great bulwark of their ad- 
^^ versary's, by sap than by a public assault. My 
" reasons for this hint are too obvious to need 
" mentioning. 
*^ P. S. I believe a rigid account of charity es- 
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tat^s in the hands of corporations for ten yeank 

past would throw xnost'of them into confusion ; 

this is very diflFerent from the temper of the Court ^ i 

" in the times of Lord Elsmere and Lord Coventry 

whose decrees touching this very efitatehave no 

retrospect though they state many particular em- 
" bezzlements, and. the particular persons guilty of 
" them are named too, and yet what was past was 
*' overlook'd, and the Court contented itself with 
^^ setting a guard on the charities for the time to 






. ^ come. 



I have omitted chronologically to mention that 
the Assistant Burg£SS£s were arbitrarily and cor- 
ruptly discontinued in 1700, in the recordership 
of Fulke Lord Brooke. The reason for the discon- 
tinuance and abolition of that popular part of the 
Corporation originated in the opposition of the 
then Assistant Burgesses to his Lordship's interest 
at a contested election in the Borough between 
Admiral Brooke and Sir Thomas WagstaflF, the 
former of whom was suppoited by the noble Re- 
corder and the majority of the Aldermen, but 
failed in the contest. Sir T. WagstaflF being the 
successful candidate ! This fact, and the consequent 
disgraceful and illegal suppression of the Common 
Council, is a sufficient proof of the importance 
of the Assistant Burgesses to the political inde- 
pendence of the Borough, to say nothing of the 
various other advantages attendant on their con- 
stitution and influence. It has been said that the 
Assistant Burgesses have nopowerSy and are there- 
fore a useless body: but the above remarkable ef- 
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feet of their exerdse of political power proves their 
possession of most important influence. They, 
moreover, are entitled to many of the antient co- 
equal rights given them in the patents previous to 
the Governing Charter; and any ambiguity in their 
particular franchises under that latter charter would 
be liberally construed in their favour by reference 
to their former powers. But such chartered rights as 
they do possess would be necessarily popular and 
therefore useful. That body would naturally bring 
the burgesses at large more immediately connected 
with the Corporation, and would, in respect of 
their additional numbers, better inform the bur- 
gesses of the general administration of the corpo- 
rate trusts. ' The Corporation^ also, through the 
assutance of the assistant burgesses, would be bet- 
ter acquainted with the objects entitled to and 
seeking the benefit of the respective trusts under 
their management. There would be no secrets, 
no mysteries. The altered state of things of course 
would not be pleasant to those who seek to conceal 
their corporate acts, but it would be a change high- 
ly agreeable and useful to the public. Numbers 
are proverbially not so easily managed as a few 
persons. 

By an order, dated, 29th May, 1 777 ^ the consi- 
deration of the corporate funds was again referred 
to a Master to report on a further augmentation 
of the stipends, which, on an elaborate statement, 
was duly and in detail reported on the II th Marich, 
1779j and accordingly decreed. 

It may be stated that during the whole of the 
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Jast century the Corporation of Warwick, like 
most other close corporate bodies, has been used 
mainly as a political engine, and as an instru- 
ment of private cabal and individual purpose. The 
Earls of Warwick constantly 'Splayed this card" 
as a means of maintaining their electioneering in- 
fluence: occasionally their agents set up in business 
for themselves, and the servant revolted against 
the master ; and sometimes the great object of in- 
trigue and coutention was among the corporate offi- 
cers themselves, who should obtain the patronage 
of the livings, f laces, and administration of charity 
funds for their personal connections. AH these 
matters have doubtless oftentimes, of old and of 
late, formed a part of the object of seeking and 
accepting the corporate offices, as well as the pub^ 
lie-spirited desire of benefitting their fellow-towns- 
men. In what relative proportion the public and 
private objects existed together it is impossible 
now to detect or expose ; but the fact of the double 
end in view cannot be doubted, unless indeed we 
had seen all the several vacancies of office and pa- 
tronage filled up by the choice of merit instead 
of connection — a change of system incorporations 
. more perhaps to be hoped for than expected. 

The late Lord Warwick, who was Recorder of 
the Borough, Jiad repeated electioneering strug- 
gles with the independent party, and by some 
means or other lost his predominant interest in 
the Corporation. In 780 and 1784, the Hon. C. 
F. Greville and Robert Ladbroke, Esq. were re- 
turned to represent the town in opposition to hi$ 
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lordship's interest ; add in 1802 the late Charles 
Mills, Esquire, again maintained the independence 
of the Borongh, aided by the increased population, 
intelligence, and wealth of the burgesses, who no 
longer chose that their county-town should be a 
close borough represented by the two nominees of 
a noble patron. Rdnk and property ever will and 
ought to have their due and just influence in a 
town proportionate to the manner in which the 
possessors exercise them and comport themsMves ; 
but the* injudicious and covetous attempt to obtain 
a domineering usurpation, and to monopolize, 
often ends in destroying legitimate influence ; as 
the dog in the fable swiming across the river, 
lost the. meat in his mouth by snatching at the 
shadow. 

The corporate history of Warwick has been 
' for nearly half a century so much connexjted with 
the conduct of a deceased member of its body, the 
late Mr. Alderman Wade, that I teel considerable 
reluctance to enter on the detail of Ma^ part of its 
histdry. There is a common-place motto, demor^ 
tuis nil nisi bonum^ speak not ill of t-he dead ; but 
there is a more just version by the substitution of 
the word verum for bonum, (speak nothing but 
truth of the dead,) which is a severe but imperative 
duty towards a public character : tjie ill repute of 
misconduct is a necessary and a just consequence 
on human actions however painful the recurrence 
to it when the grave has received the object of 
animadversion. I shall however, in respect to the 
feelings of the living, merely state that during a 
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long part of Mr. Wade's continuance in the office 
of AJdernian more reprehensible or notorious offi- 
cial misconduct could not exist ; and a usurped 
domineering control was Constantly aimed at and 
exercised, which I may also add reflects equally on 
those other members of the Corporation who al- 
lowed it to exist, and became willing instruments 
and confederates in misconduct. The annual offi- 
cers were seldom changed under his management : 
vacancies in the body of Aldermen were continued 
for several years : and a system of party feeling 
and secrecy was maintained to the total disregard > 
of the interests of the burgesses. Indeed only the 
fear of legal proceedings, and a Mandamus in 
1803,1 induced him to elect to vacant offices ; and 
during many years repeated acts of concerted ab- 
sence from charter-day meetings were arranged 
and persisted in by him. Mr. Wade could not 
plead ignorance of the gross impropriety and ille- 
gality of these official malversations ; having been 
brought up to the bar he well knew his liability 
to be brought up to it in another way for this cri-. 
minal conduct. Justice and truth unwillingly ex- 
tort these remarks from me ; and many details are 
only suppressed from reluctance to disturb farther 
the character of one passed from the cognizance 
of earthly judges. 

An opinion of Mr. Dunning's was taken in 1778, 
which being in the possession of the .Corporation, 



. (1) Dated 7th June, to fill up the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Mr. Lilley Smith. 
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I well know^ fully informed certain of the Alder- 
men of the illegality of their conduct of thepubhc 
trusts, notwithstanding which they persevered^ 
trusting in their fprmer happy and fortunate im- 
punity. 

The most indisputable evidence, however, of 
the corrupt administration of the Corporation at 
this period, is afforded by the following singular 
letter of the late Lord Warwick, who, be it ob- 
served, was the Recorder of this immaculate 
body ! 

To the Independent Burgesses qf the 

Borough of fVarwich. 

Gentlemen, — I think myself particularly called on 
at this time to address you, lest my silence may be im- 
puted to an unwillingness of avowing my sentiments on 
a subject which very materially concerns your interest; 
and I consider it to be in some degree my duty, to 
acquaint you of those proceedings which I conceived 
to be necessary, in order to effect, if possible, the great 
object of my earnest wish, — the restoration of the Cor- 
poration of Warwick to that state of independence and 
respectability from which it has lately fallen. I trust 
that there is not an Independent Burgess of the Bo- 
rough who does not agree with me in opinion, that a 
speedy and an effectual remedy is loudly called for, to 
prevent the continuance of that unprecedented system 
of personal usurpation which, to the disgrace of the 
Corporation, and to the great injury of your interest as 
Burgesses, has for so many years unfortunately existed. 
I am confident, that a simple statement of the fact will 
render all proof of my assertion unnecessary; for there 
is not an individual amongst you who will deny that 
the Mayor has not, in defiance of the express ordinances 



65 

6f the Statutes of the Corporation^ long usui^ed a per^ 
aonal and an illegal power, and suffigred the vacancies 
which the laws of the Corporation direct to be speedily 
filled up to be so totally disregarded, as to render it a 
matter of doubt at times, whether the body was com- 
petent to do any legal act; There is not Iei bui^ess 
who has been permitted to have any knowledge of the 
state of those public trusts which were bequeathed for 
your peculiar benefit, and not for the personal emolu- 
ment or gratification of any individual ; for the Statutes 
ef the Corporation were vrisely formed, to prevent the 
existence of that corruption which must ever be appre- 
hended from uncontrolled power. The distribution of 
your public charities is a mystery of which you are not 
thought worthy to be acquainted ; and I am persuaded^ 
that there is not a man in t&e town, except one or two 
individuals^ who can give any account whatever of the 
manner in which many of the public charities are dis* 
posed of* 

Nor is it known, I btelievcj to any of you, whether 
the very large sums of public money now accumulated 
have ever been secured by a sufficient pledge, or whe^ 
ther any interest whatever has, for a course of years^ 
been required for theiif use. Whether the fact is or is 
not as some have stated it, I confess I know not, but I 
am certain it is a subject on which you are entitled to 
receive the most correct and full information. 

It majrbe asked, why I take the present method of 
delivering my sentiments ih this public manner : — mf 
reply is, that, considering the situation in which I stand 
as a Burgess and as a member of the Corporation, it 
would have been a criminal breach of my duty, had I 
not endeavoured at least to prevent the continuance 
Qf those evils which could not be viewed without a mix- 
ture of concern and indignation 5 and that I owe to the 
justification of my conduct> and to you, an explicit ac- 
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count of the reasons which occasioned me to susi^efid 
the prosecution of those legal proceedings which^ you 
cannot but baVe hedrd, I have for some time past b^eit 
engaged in, with the hopes of reinstating the Corporii* 
tion in such a situation as would entitle it to your c(m^ 
fidence. With this view, my fiirst step was to endda-^ 
rour to render th^ Corporatioti itself the instrument of 
its own restoration ; and I applied to Mr. Wade, and 
stated to him the, necessity of taking some effectual 
measures by which the Corporation might become, 
what it ever ought to be, an independent and an effi- 
cient body ; and I thought I might have flattered my- 
self with the hopes of obtaining his assiiitance, as the 
object I had in view was not grounded on any personal 
motive whatever, but was established on the dearest 
principles of justice, and on the exprete directidns cX 
the Statutes of the Corporation. I am very sdrry to 
add, that in this expectation I have been completely 
disappointed, and that, from the commencemeiit of the 
business to the present hour, 1 have- met with nothing 
but the most decided and pointed opposition from Mr. 
Wade : I therefore resolved to take such legal steps as 
I believed would soon bring the matter to an issue be- 
fore the Court of Chancery; and I applied, by the Town 
Clerk, for such papers as the Maybr had in his posse- 
sion, which^ as Recorder, I conceived I had a right ta 
claim. 

^' I received nothing buta verbal refusal from Mr.. 
Wade, and I have never yet had liberty to obtain even 
the perusal of them. Judging that I could not form a 
reasonable expisctation, that in future an exception 
would be made in my favour, from that undevii^ting 
course of secrecy and concealmeht which has for Bo 
many years obscured those transactions of whid you, 
as Burgesses, have an unquestionable right to be in- 
formed of, I applied to the public offices in London^ 



67 

und obttdned s^qh mtheniiQ Uiformation as epabled me^ 
with the advice of some of the ablp^t qqim^^l in the^ 
kingdom^ talay the case before the Cqurt of Chappery ; 
and J had hoped, that very soon I should have had rea- 
^on to congratulate you qu the fuU re^e^tablishment of 
your rights as Burgesses. 

I coQie now to account for a part of my conduct, 
which I feel may be subject to misapprehension^ — ^if 
DQt to misriepFesentation; and in justification of my own 
character, I think myself called on to state to you the 
reasons which induced me to suspend those legal pro-* 
eeedings which I'had, after a very laborious and diligent 
iayestigaliion, brought to' such a state as would probar 
bly have put a final close to the business. Considering 
, the icertainty of a very heavy expense which would have 
attached to the Corporation, as w^U as the probable 
delay which might be expected ; and hoping that, a3 it 
could not be the personal int^est of any individual pf 
the Corporation to provoke, by illegal measure^, that 
just arid severe jcensure to which he would be subject, — 
I £onfes8 I was induced to believe, it could not'be the 
line of conduct which suiy member of the Corporation 
would adoptr In this hope I was again completely dis- 
appoii^ed ; and I every day had fresh reaaon to be con- 
vinced, that it was Mr. Waders determiuatiQu to secure 
the continuance of that power whiich he had foo Ipng 
ilbgally usurped. But in order to give every possible 
opportunity for him to correct what the smallest degree 
of reflection pnust have convinced him was both an im- 
politic and a reprehensible conduct, I wrote to the 
Mayor the dth day of August last, to request the favour 
of his answer to the following Queries : — 

Ifit. When )ie proposed to swear into of^ce the 
two new!y nominated Aldermen. 

2nd. Whether be would oppose the election of 
^ persona to fill iq> the vacandes in the Corporation. 
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>3rd. Whether he intended to resign his office^ 
or would endeavour to continue in it at the next 
election of Mayor, 

To this letter Mr. Wade has not thought fit to return 
any answer whatever : it therefore becomes my indis- 
pensable duty thus publicly to pledge myself to you, 
that if by any means Mr. Wade shall continue in office 
of Mayor at the next election, I will directly, at att 
events, re-commence the prosecution of those legal 
proceedings which will ultimately establish the posses- 
sion of your long-neglected rights as Bui^esses, and 
prevent the continuance of mal-administration of those 
public benefits which you have a right to claim as your 
inheritance. And here it may be proper for me to re-s 
mark, that as I have never had any personal disa^ee-r 
ment with Mr. Wade, my fixed determination proceeds 
entirely from my sense of the highly unbecoming part 
which I should act, if I should suffer myself to connive 
at what I conceive to be a flagrant breach of public duty. 

The Corporation can never become what it was ori- 
ginally designed to be — 'the efficient protection of your 
interest, unless the legal number of Aldermen is elect- 
ed, and the body rendered complete. And should you 
be so fortunate as to obtain the assistance of respecta- 
ble persons, such as have lately been added to the num- 
ber, and such as you have unfortunately lost by the 
death of that worthy Alderman, Mr. Hiorn, you will no 
longer have reason to entertain a doubt whether the 
Corporation deserves to be considered by you as the 
faithful trustees of your public charities, and the effi- 
cient guardians of your general interest ; you will then 
recover your undoubted rights as Assistant Burgiesses,— - 
tights, now hardly known to exist, but which will, I 
trust, be exercised in future to your honour and the 
public advantage. In regard to the individuals who may 
in future compose the members of the Corporation, I 
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bwe npt a wish^ for' I am confident that loyalty, int^t- 
grity, and ability, Thrill ever be considered as the essenr 
tial* claims to your farour : but though I am sensible 
that no dependent man deserves to be conside:red as v^ 
fit person to discharge a public trust, I confess I have 
always thought, that to be a very narrow and illiberal 
policy, which would endeavour to exclude every one, 
however eminent for moral character and ability, mere-* 
)y because he was engaged in trade. 

Gentlemen, I have now discharged my duty and th^ 
dictates of my conscience, by stating the situation in 
which 1 stand relative to you and the Corporation. I 
ai^ sensible that the assistance which I can offer to you 
is very limited, but such as it is, I shall freely exert it; 
and I trust that you will do me the justice %o believe, 
that in the prosecution of this business I have at least 
proved that I am incapable of remaining an indifferent 
spectator, when I . think I can in any degree be the 
piean^ of preventing the continuance of those evils, of 
which you have al^ready ha4 too long so much just rea-; 
9on to complain. 

I am. Gentlemen, you^r obedient humble Servant,. 

WARWICK, 
Recorder of the Borough of Warwick. 
Wab wick-Castle, Sept. 24^ 1799. 

About this time Lord Warwick entertained the 
serious determination of thoroughly reforming the 
Corporation ; and with this view had a complete 
transcript made of all the charters, and ti'anslations 
by Mr. Vandersee an experienced antiquarian law- 
yer. But his lordship's sinisterpbjects of governing 
and using the Corporation, I have been informed, 
prevailed over his desire of reforming it; and no- 
thing was effected beyond the effect of threats. In 
three years afterwards we find his lordship again 
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actively engaged in correspondence with the Cor- 
poration, but his own object transpires through 
the design of influencing the corporate body to per- 
form their duty. The subject of the second letter 
was the intended choice of Mr. Weston, instead of 
a nominee of his lordship's. The following is a 
copy of this singular epistolary and mnnicipaldoN- 
cument : it was sent by Lord Warwick to Mr. 
Edwards the Mayor, on the morning of its date^ 
being the day on which Mr. Weston was elected 
an alderman of the borough, to the great annoy- 
ance of his lordship, who had anxiously sought th^ 
substitution of Mr. Ford Naish iii hii^ stead. 

Sir, W. C. Feb' 20. 1802.. 

When I consider the very serious Consequences 
which must inevitably follow the pleasures which may 
this Day be adopted by the Coipor*", I think it neces- 
sary to write to you, trusting to your Character that 
you will give my Letter a candid Consideration. 

You cannot I am sure believe that it is the Interest ' 
of the Corporation of the Town of Warwick that the 
Corporation its Recorder & the Head of my Family 
should be at varience : and the seeds of constant alter- 
catiou and Enmity should be suffer'd to exist, you will 
recollect the Conditions on which jny Brother Mr. Gre^ 
ville resigned his Gowir, which he surely woul4 not b^ve 
done had be conceived that it would have been the In<^ 
teation of the Corporation to elect a person a IV^inber 
of its Body whose Enjnity to me has been publickly ' 
declgyrM and who may therefore be reasonably copsider'd 
as hostile to every object which I may have in view for ' 
the purpose of reinstating the Corporation in the good 
opinioa of the Borough as the faithfull Guardians of its 
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pttbfic Iiiterestd. {There are certainly many valid Ob-» 
jections to Mr. Weston's l^lection^ particularly as being 
one of the Partners in a Bank with a Person who is the 
Treasurer of very large Sums of the Publick Money. 

But to prove that I have no other Wish than to pre- 
vent if possible an Appeal to the Court of King's Bench 
to which if the Conduct of the Corporation is not 
speedily greatly altered I must fesort— 

I will if the Corporation thinks fit nmv to elect Mr^ 
Ford Naish not oppose by any Interest which I may 
have the Election of Mr. Weston on a future Vacancy.. 
After having made this perfectly candid Offer^ I shall 
consider the rejection of it as a mark of that disregard 
id tiae personally which my public Conduct does not 
justify, and as a declared Intention of the Corporation 
to persist in that line of Oonduct which I owe to the 
public to oppose by every measure in my power and I 
doubt not but that I shall ultimately succeed in render- 
ing the Corporation no longer the seat of scandalous 
Chicane, concealmeht, and neglect of that public Duty 
which the members of the Corporation are bound ta 
discharge as Guardians and protectors of the Interests 
and^rights of the Borough of Warwick. 
The Mayor \ I am Sir Your humble S^r*. 

of Warwick./ ' ' W, 

P.S, Thinking it right that my Sentiments may be 
known I beg leave to^ desire that this Letter may be 
communicated to the Corporation previous to the Elec- 
tion of an Aldermaii. 

The disgraceful intriguing between the noble 
Earl and the Corporation is too palpable to need 

any comment : his lordship^ in the first part of his 
letter, states objections in principle to the election 
of Mr. Weston, md then oflfers, if the Corporation 
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will first elect Mr. Naish, not to oppose Mr. Wefd-a 
ton's election on a ftitnre vacancy ! Lord Warwick 
lived to experience the common fate of those who 
make and nse tooU,viz. to see them turn against 
himself when it better suited their purposes. ^ 

Various subsequent reports^ orders^ and decrees^ 
not necessary to particularize^ have from time to 
time augmented the stipends of the corporate offi- 
cers^ clei^gy^ and schoolmiastersy as the charity funds 
progressively increased. It will, however, be only 
necessary to detail the last ord£R, made by the! 
Master of the Rolls, on the application of the Sti- 
pendiaries under the tmsts of the Corporation for 
an increase of their salaries, the application of the 
surplus, 8fc.^ The respective stipends are now in- 
creased as follows : 

Stipendiaries, Lbie Siipeftd, Increase. Total Stipend, 

Vicar of St. Mary - 135 - 115 - 250 

Assistant - - - 60 6 - 45 - 105 

Vicar of St. Nicholas 100 0-100 0-200 

Vicar of Budbrooke 56 18 - 43 2 - 100 

Master of School - 75 - 60 - 135 

Clerk of St. Mary - 11 16 8 - 8 3 4 - 20 

Sextoa of ditto - - 6 10 - 4 - 10 10 

Mayor of Warwick 100 - 50 - 150 

Town Clerk ---15 00- 10 00- 25 00 

Serjeant at Mace -15 00- 500- 20 00 

Yeoman Serjeant -10 0- 500- 15 00 

Beadle ---- 5. 00- 500- 10 



(2) ^1,040 10 



(1) 58 George III. dated 22d January, 1818. 

(2) In this order the schoolmaster s assistant or usher, be^ 
ing. non-existent, is not named, or the stipend increased. 
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No libera] or edacated person can object to the 
proper remnneration of the clergy and the instruc- 
tors of yonth, or indeed can deny'that in general, 
and compared with other professions^ they are un- 
derpaid for their important and indispensable 
services in society. The present stipends from 
the Corporation of Warwick, so far from being 
excessive, are in fact too scanty, and ought to be 
further increased as the public funds grow in value, 
that, is to say, if the several parties really perform 
their respective duties, and show the same lively 
and zealons interest in those duties which they 
never fail to display in seeking an increase of 
stipends'. 

This curious history of the Corporation and 
public trusts of theBorough of Warwick will have 
convinced every reader of the frailty of corporate, 
officers, and of the necessity of jealously watch- 
ing and defending the administration of chartered 
powers. The corruption and malversation here 
proved to have existed from the earliest period of 
the incorporation of the Borough, and which alike 
exist in all corporations where historical li^ht can 
penetrate through the darkness of their transact 
tions, is convincing evidence of the talue of the 
precise regulations in the old charters for periodi- 
cal elections and open accounts, as also of the ne- 
cessity of legally controlling, punishing, and re- 
medying, violations of corporate trusts. 

I proceed now to the most important, difficult, 
and tender part of my letter, viz.^ the present 
STATE of the Corporation of Warwick. I shall 
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however as fearlessly and plainly ei^amme into its 
jiresentas its past condition ; and though atich 
corrupt misconduct may not be detected, I shall 
expose abuse and malvei^ation of public trusty 
equally ijijurious to the Burgesses and in open 
violation of their chartered rights. 

T shall investigate the state of the Corporation 
by the simple and indisputable evidence of the ob- 
servance or non-observance of the oovernino 
CHARTER, and the law ot corporations. • By this 
test the members of the corporate body must be 
tried ; it is a jurisdiction to which they must 
plead, and where if wrongfully accused they must 
also appeal for acquittal. 

I shall premise that ignorance can form no jus- 
tification of the abuse of chartered authority. If a 
man is competent and eligible to fill a public office 
it is his bounden duty to inform himself zealously 
and thoroughly of the nature, extent, and limita- 
tion of his duties ; if be does not so inform hin^-* 
self he has no business to undertake the office. 
Nor can abu56 be ever legalized or sanctioned by 
long continuance and custom. It is absurd to toy 
that Burgesses are not permitted to exercise a 
(Chartered privilege because they never show an 
inclination to enjoy It : the long discontinuance 
of a right naturally begets an indifference to its 
value ; and instead of that apathy being an argu- 
ment against reviving the public interest it is pre- 
cisely the contrary, a reason why they shoukl be 
awakened to a Sjense of their rights. But I cannot 
impute ignorance in the present iuBtance because 
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the Corpomtion so abounded and abounds with 
law yens and magistrates, that th^y must have had 
a kooivfedge of their chartered duty. It would 
beve been far more creditable, not to say more poli- 
tic, had the present members pf the Corporation 
manfully come forward to the Burgesses and said • 
^^ we, are aware that you have long been deprived 
of maoy of your mumcipal rights, the Corporation 
haw long misconducted your public trusts, and wp 
will remedy all your just subjects of complaint." 

This honest and handsome coaduct would have 
conciliated all, and would have insured for the 
Corporation th€ grateful confidettce of the Bur- 
gesaee. But the last choice of Aldermen was the 
public derision and contempt of the whole town. 
And what little knowledge of and community with 
the Burgesses did that choice Exhibit ! 

I now proceed to examine the prescription of 
the Governing Charter^ and how its provisions 
we respected in the present administration of the 
Garporatiou. 

The Mayor. 

First, The Charter directs the annual periodi- 
cal change of the Mayor ^ by the majority of Al- 
dermen aissigniog every Michajelmas-day two pf 
their body who have not served the office of 
mayor within three previous years, for the elec- 
tion by the Burgesses of ja new officer. Has this 
direction of the Charter been observed ? It has 
not. The late Mr* Wade and Mr. John Bohun 
Smyth Wiere mayors for several successive years 
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by the illegal connivance aii/i permission 6f some 
of the aldermen now living ; and the latc^liolding 
over by Mr. Wilmshurst, the Ex-Mayor, displaced 
by the recent Mandamus in his third successive 
mayordlty, is fresh in the recollection of the Bur- 
gesses. I shall not allude to the circumstances 
attendant on Mr. Wilmshurst*s last entry on the 
office, as they were the subject of legal proceed- 
ings ; but the /acts above stated are indisputable 
violations of the Charter, insulting and injurious 
to the Burgesses. The discontinuance, also, of 
the customary public dinner to the principal Bur- 
gesses is highly discreditable, from whatever mo- 
tive it proceeds. Certain funds are allowed the 
Mayor from the public purse, for an annual en- 
tertainment 2 the decrees cited in these pages es- 
pecially order and allow this stipend for the pur- 
poses of hospitaliti/. Such periodical feasts bring 
the chief magistrates of towns in very useful com- 
munication with tlie burgesses : they are fit oc- 
casions for the display of public opinion, when all 
party spirit has a truce, and at which there should 
be no distinction of party or opinion. But at all 
events, if any periodical and useful customs are 
discontinued, th^ funds decreed for their expenses 
should not be drawn from the public purse. 

The Ald£RM£n« 

Second. The Charter ordains that vacancies in 
the body of Aldermen occasioned by death, re- 
tirement, non-residence, misconduct, or removal 
for any just cause, should be filled up by the 
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Corporation within eight day Sy fTon[i among the 
most honest and discrete resident Burgesses of 
the town, who shall have resided at least three 
years in the Borough ; unquestionably meaning, 
from among those persons whose long connection 
with the Burgesses,-7-whose intimate knowledge 
of their interests, — whose age and experience, best 
qualify them to administer the public trusts. Now, 
has this Charter direction been observed ? It has 
been disregarded and violated in every possible 
way. The body of Aldermen some years since was 
allowed to continue so vacant that one more death, 
reducing it within the minority of six, would have 
forfeited the Charter ! For many years past per- 
sons not only ill qualified but notoriously ineligi^ 
ble have been elected by the Corporation, quali- 
fied, and acted as aldermen. Mr. Kelynge Green- 
way was elected when Treasurer or Receiver of 
the Corporation, and held the two inconsistent 
ofi[ices for a considerable time. His brother, Mr. 
George Cattell Greenway, is the present Trea- 
surer. Mr. Weston, a patrtner in the bank of 
Messrs. Wliitehead and Greenway, is continued an 
alderman years after he has constantly resided at 
Stratford-on-Avon, eight miles from the Borough ! 
The Reverend Thomas Cattell, a cousin of Mr. 
Greenway, a clergyman whose legal and frequent 
residence is or ought to be at his living of Berks- 
well, was elected, qualified, and continues an al- 
derman. Sir Charles Greville, K.C.B. a general 
in the army, a brother of the Recorder Lord War- 
wick^ the member also for the Borough, who ne- 
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vet* remdea and seldom enters the Borough, was 
elected an alderman and qualified, and stiil holds 
his office ! ^ A few months since Mr. Farr, anOi- 
ther relation of Mr. Greenway, who had only re- 
sided in the borough two years, — who lives, though 
in the borough, out of the town, — and whose ill 
health and lamented paralysis renders him totally 
incapable of and unfit for public duties, and who 
is, moreover, an entire stranger to the Burgesses 
and their interests, was elected an alderman. 
Whether he has qualified I know not ; if he has 
not, I hope he will have the decency and prudence 
to decline the office thus illegally conferred upon 
him. The Town Clerk, Mr. Tibbitts senior, was 
elected an alderman at the same time ; and it is 
ieurrently reported that the pulse of the Corpora^ 
tion was felt as to the nomination of Mr. Edward 
Greaves (another partner in the same bank), who 
was also ineligible from defect of residence, and 
whose youth was surely a complete di&qualificar- 
tion for such an office till future years shall have 
placed his daims on a par with those of older bur^ 
gesses. Age and experience, and the tempering 
of opinions by the addition of yeat^, must be al^ 
lowed to form discretion (the Charter requisite), 
without any reflection on that gentleman* It is 
surely a singular coincidence, that all the probity 
and fitness for the office of alderman should een^ 



"•■*«^i^— •^■^ 



(I) When Sir Cbarles Greville was nominated^ his oame was 
directed by one of the aldermea since deceased to be interline- 
ated or antedated in the levy book, which was accordingly done,^ 
but I am sure, without his knowledge or concurrence. 
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terin one family and connection I It is Purely not 
fitting that the purse and the pnrse-stl-ings of the 
public trusts should be held in the same bands. 
The object of familV influence in all thepe; ar- 
rangements is too palpable not to l>e apparent to 
the whole town. It is perceived and condemned 
by tlie majority of the Burgesses^ though it is pos- 
sible that the feet in ay not be known to the Cor- 
poration. Those who are asking favours and 
craving the- benefit of the trusts are not likely to 
tell unpalatable truths to their benefactors. It is 
a vulgar error to suppose that monetf i^ the only 
influence which operates on men's mipds to ob- 
tain the control of pubKc trusts: money Vworth, 
in the article power ^ is a much more coveted pos- 
^ session; the former will never influence men of 
the acknowledged and udimpeached private inte- 
grity of Mr. Greenway, when the latter will have 
its silent efiect. 

I shall here ofler a few remarks on the subject of 
the class of burgesses best qualified for the oflice of 
aldermen. I do not say that the aldermen should 
exclusiveh/ he selected from -the tradesmen and 
commercial ranks ; but surely a few tradesmen 
and old burgesses among the lawyers ai:^d gentry 
would not disgrace or revolutionize the Corpora- 
tion. As the late Recorder Lord Warwick ob- 
serves in his letter, it is " a very narrow and illi- 
beral policy which Would endeavour to exclude 
every one, however eminent for moral character 
and ability, merely because he was . engaged in 
trade." It is observable, also, that aU the old char- 
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ters of the Borongh nominate the majority of the 
aldermen from among the tradesmen of the town^ 
and that at a time when it is well known the Bo- 
rough was the town residence of many more gen- 
try than at present* It will hardly be contended 
that the moral or intellectual character of the mid- 
dle classes has receded of late years ; it is rather in 
advance compared with that of their "betters." The 
trading inhabitants of the town are more likely to 
l^e informed and interested in the wants of their 
fellow townsmen^ and acquainted with the most de- 
serving objects of assistance and charity; they are 
Least likely in a body to prostitute the powers and 
trusts of the corporation to />o/i7?'ca/ purposes : but 
surely clergymen are of all classes the most im- 
proper intruders. The clergy when they meddle 
with secular affairs violate a solemn vow made at 
their ordination, to give themselves ^^ wholly to 
their vocation \' and the Gentile Apostle wisely 
counsels the deacons of the Corinthian Church — 
'^ if then ye have judgments pertaining to this 
life, s^t them to judge who are least esteemed in 
the church/' The old law of the land, by exempt- 
ing the ministei*s of religion from the burthen of 
.civil duties, doubtless considers them unable con- 
sistently to assume them. I believe very little 
difference of opinion prevails on this head among 
the laity. — ^Nor cai)i I conceive that military men 
liable to be called out on duty are proper persons 
for such offices : their election must have some 
object different from the simple interest of the Bo- 
rough ; but, unquestionably, native residents with 
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large property and connections in the Borough 
are more eligible persons for the civil trusts. The 
election of Sir Charles GreviUe, the brother of the 
Recorder ; of Colonel Steward, who was in the 
Recorder's militia, second in command ; of Mr. 
Wilmshnrst, the snrgeon of the same militia, are 
singular coincidences, and reflections naturally oc- 
cur, that these appointments were not solely for 
the sake of the burgesses. I affirm unreservedly, 
that these are not the elections which should be 
made, or which are agreeable to the burge8ses,whose 
interests are compromised in such partialities. 

The Assistant Burgesses. 

This part of the Common Council of the cor- 
porate body is entirely wanting, and a constant 
violation of the Charter will exist till it is restored 
and its full number completed. When the Assist- 
ant Burgesses are again elected, they will judge 
for themselves what powei;* they possess. 

The Town Clerk. 

The Charters direct that this officer shall be a 
MAN learned in the laws, the legal interpretation 
of which is an admitted attorney, or a gentleman 
called to the Bar. The recent appointment by the 
Recorder of Mr. Tibbitts Junior y a minor, not out 
of his articles of clerkship, and therefore very 
inexperienced and unlearned in the law, is ano- 
ther gross viqlation of the Charter. Under such 
circumstances the Mayor will be guilty of a breach 
of duty if he swears him into office. The duties 

M 
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&T the Town Clerk are most iittportaat : lie is th^ 
legal adviser of the Gorporation (and that they 
want a better than they have hitherto bad is now 
pretty evident) ; be issnes the process of the local 
jurisdiction on small debts ; he is the lieal jnstice 
of petty ofiences, — ^the interpreter of the bye laws* 
Is such an office to be made hereditary ?-^to fae 
entmsted to boys 9 Are the personal liberties oehI 
judicial interests of the bni^sses to be so litde 
considered ; and are ail the experienced atid re-» 
spectable professional gentlemen of the Bonni^ 
to be thus passed over ? Surely the Recorcfer and 
Corporation will not thus continue to despise the 
good opinion of the town. 

Th£ Borough Magistrates^ or Senior 

Aldermen. 

By the Governing Charter llie Mayor and the 
two senior Aldermen are the magistrates or jus-* 
tices of the peace for the Borough* The Corpo- 
ration are highly reprehensible in allowing the 
inefficient performance of the greater part of these 
important duties by Mr. Boswell. Age and past 
services entitle men to the grateful respect of their 
fellow townsmen % and I should greatly regret if^ 
in these necessary remarks, I was guilty of one 
disrespectful expression towards the character 
and former services of that worthy aidennan* 
But Mr. BoswelFs infirmities render him utterly 
unfit to discharge his important magisterial func* 
tibns ; he should be relieved of duties whidi can- 
not but be oppressive to himself and ill-performed 
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t^Umonbehaifof the burgesses. I am inlbrmed 
that hfi vi«hes to retire, and I therefore do not en* 
ter into many partieulars which would uicontesti* 
Hj pro^e the josdce of the9e relnctant remarks. 

The £»tat](:s and Accounts. 

By the decrees and orders, before abstracted 
the trast estates are to be let by puEUc auction in 
the Shire Hall. The public Auids are thereby 
greatly increased, and every bus^ess has his equal 
diance o£ tenancy. The accounts are to be 9^ 
unaliy and {mblicly audited, not in gross but l^ 
detail : copies are to be lodged with the church* 
wardens a week before the audit, and fair tam^ 
scripts also, when passed, are to be deposited in 
the parish chest. I am aware that tbese.ordof^ 
are. partially observed, which I believe few c^the 
burgesses know ; indeed, little more is known at 
Warwick of the Corporation than the occasional 
sight of the mace and paraphernalia of office. I 
ccMitend that the burgesses at large should be in- 
formed of every item of the corporate receipts, and 
disbursements : a general abstract^ at least, ou|^t 
to be annually /^a^i/i^Aefi^ for the information of the 
town. If the Corporation faithfully administer the 
public trusts, the public ought to know it, and give 
them credit for it : ^' let your light so shine before 
men that tbey ipay $m your good deeds ;" th^ 
authority of which the revermui alderman wel) 
knows and should enforce on the Corporation.^ 

(1) The puhUc aceoiinto are publiab^ is many cocporate 
towns. In the (^ity of London the C^bokhi. Council aonually 
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The Corporation of Y^arwick are eow the tnistees 
of public ftinds to the amoant of Five Thousand 
Pounds per annum, or. thereabouts : the yearly 
Stipends they have to pay only amount to ^1040 ; 
and these funds, adequate to every want of the 
Borough, are likely to increase progressively to a 
much larger income ! In the last year the Corpo- 
ration received from the rental of Henry Vlllth's 
estates alone the sum of ^2,756, 16^. 9d.\ for 
the last year's arrears ^1,3 11, 0^. 6rf.; for build- 
ing materials of Mr. Wise, on Worrall's land, 
^201, 3^.; and for timber ^69, 9^. lOrf.: total 
on this estate only, a receipt of four thousand two 
hundred and seventy-eight pounds, nine shillings. 
They charge themselves with the disbursement of 
^5,429, 13^, 2\d.i the burgesses would be faT 
voured by the publication of the itetns. Consi-r 
derably above one thousand pounds, I believe, viras 
expended over the new burial-ground and chapel 
in Friar's Lane ! 

The valuation of Oaketf s Charity estate by Mr. 
William Whately in 1821^ amounted to the an- 
nual rental of ^779, 1^. 

The annual proceeds of Sir Thomas White's 
Charity — ^the accumulations of which must be very 
great, — ^and the mode of investment and interest 



order their accounts to be printed and distributed^ which is' re- 
gularly done^ entitled — '' A Statement of the Produce and Exr- 
penditure of the City's Estate^ for the year ending 31st Dec. 
1826 3 to which is subjoined^ the Balance remaining in Mr. 
Chamberlain's hands^ &c. of all the several Accounts kept in 
the Chamber of liondon, &c»" 
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of the accamnlation^ are unknown to me. I have 
reason to believe that this valuable charity is now 
more than adequate to the objects of the donor, 
and that its benefits might be materially extended. 
A complaint exists, however well founded I know 
xiot, that applications for the loans of this estate 
are unanswered for months together, because the 
Corporation do not periodically or legally assem- 
ble : and a much more serious complaint prevails, 
viz. that legal proceedings, unauthorised by the 
Corporation, have been commenced against some 
parties from political feelings. I can scarcely 
believe that these assertions are well founded; 
if they are, I feel confident that this public notice 
of them will at once stop so illiberal a neglect of 
public rights and so unjust an exercise of public 
power. 

By the following letter from the Town Clerk of 
Nottingham to the Mayor of Warwick it appears 
that the Coventry Corporation did not honestly 
administer Sir Thomas White's funds ; and the item 
of interest in all the corporations enjoying this 
trust is still said to be not properly credited. 

Sir, — In September last a deputation was sent from 
ttiis Corporation to Coventry, to receive the proportion 
of the rents of Sir Thomas White's estate, which, ac- 
cording to rotation, then became payable to the Corpo-> 
ration of Nottingham. It has, in consequence, unavoid- 
ably happened, that the accounts of the Corporation of 
Coventry, as the receivers and trustees of this charity, 
have been the subject of investigation by the Mayor and 
Common Council of this town. In the course of such 
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ei^iuaai^atioa it i^ppe^red to %h^m, tbut tb^ prodnef of 
the rents of this ^ait«t9 remitiiis in tbe band^ of tbe Cor* 
poration of Coventry, or their receiver, for one whol^ 
year previous to the balance being paid over, without 
any interest being allowed for the same, which the 
members of this Corporation think is improper. There 
doe« appear to this Corporation to be a good siod valid 
rcafiOB for the retention of the money for tbe year be« 
y<9pd tb9 time nt which it is origi«£dly received, bat 
none at all why the receiver sho\^ not make himself 
re^ponaible for the amount of interest which be may 
derive upon the balance remaining in his hands until it 
is again paid over. The money is retained a year, be- 
cause by this means the receiver has always in hand a 
sum of money more than competent to meet every pos- 
sible disbursement which may fall upon the estate, ac- 
cording to an arrangement of the accounts by whieh 
efbph separate Cprppratioo is charged with its fifth pwrt 
or share of each particular head of annual expenditur^i 
so that although the receiver is bound to pay each head 
of disbursem^ when it is incurred, he cannot be re^ 
iipbursed that distinct head by a repayment specifically 
on that account until five yesurs after it is first paid, but 
he is virtuaUy repaid every disbursement when the next 
year's rent is in hand. In any other way of arranging 
these accounts, the receipts of each pjarticular yesffweuM 
be subject to the disbursements of that particular year, 
and thus the clear produce for each particuli^* year 
would be uncertain and fluctuating, and subject to be 
digressed or raised at the pleasure of the Corporation 
of Coventry, who might thus themselves derive, or ena* 
ble other favourite Corporations to derive, more than 
their due proportion of the profits. The Corporation 
of Nottingham however, submit, that after the expira^ 
tion of the year when the receiver is again ui the re^ 
ceipt of another year's rent of the estate, he ought to b^ 



tttadd ncdaaniable (being paid jSW a ye^t tat recelvnig 
theiB^ r^its) for the interest Upon the rents reiieived) 
after deducting therefrom the amount of the disburse* 
ments chargeable to the Corporation entitled to the 
preceding yearns clear produce of this estate. 

This letter is addressed to you. Sir, by desire of the 
Corp'oration of Nottingham, who through me reqaest 
that you will take an early opportunity of layiftg it b*- 
fdre^the members of the Corporation of Warwick ; and 
if you should concur with them in opiniofi^ that the 
con^laint of this Corporation is well founded^ they wiU 
be glad to adopt some means of concerting the best 
manner of acting in concert with the other Corporations 
interested herein in endeavouring to get the error rec- 
tified. I have been Greeted to write in similar terms 
to the Mayors of Northampton and Leicester, and when 
I have the pleasure of bearing from yon nod them, I 
have no doubt I shall be ^ected to address you again 
\}n thifi^ subject. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your's very respectfully, 

GEORGE COLDHAM, 

Town Clerk. 

NoTTtKGHAM, 

itdth December, 1814. 

Th£ Free Grammar School. 

The valae of public education is now too well 
acknowledged and estimated to require any re- 
marks on the importance to the Borougbv of a 
Free Public School, where the children of the bur- 
gesses may be instrocted witfaont expense, and iti 
the best possible maimer. The late in valnabk^ la- 
bours of Mr. Brougham, and the investigations 
and reports of the Parliamentary Commission of 
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inquiry into the state of the public schools of the 
kingdom are universally known^ and have revived 
numerous important rights of the public. 

The present inefficient condition of the King's 
School of Warwick is deeply to be regretted and 
condemned. The responsibility of its present de- 
cayed and almost annihilated state rests on the 
Corporation^ because that public body, as the con- 
servators of the public rights, ought not only to 
have maintained but to have improved its utility. 
The office of schoolmaster is at present very little 
removed from a sinecure. That provision vi^hich 
ought to educate ALL the children of the town^ 
scarcely educates any. In 1 8 1 8, when Mr. Nicho- 
las Carlisle published his valuable history of the 
endowed Grammar Schools of England and Wales, 
he stated, that " at present there are but one or 
two boys in the school T — his own italics and note 
of admiration. Mr. Carlisle's work was composed 
from materials obtained through the liberal ai^d 
courteous communications of the trustees and mas- 
ters of the several endowed schools throughout the 
kingdom : but of the College School of Warwick 
hecouldlearn nothingbeyoVid its decayed state; and 
he concludes a meagre account of it by reconling, 
that '^ no answer has be^ received to the repeated 
applications of the authn^r At the present time, 
I am informed, the school does not contain more 
than jioe scholars ! — ^In stating these facts, I beg 
leave not to be considered as making any reflec- 
tion on the Reverend Mr. Innes, the headmaster: 
I only regret that the Borough should not derive 






greater advantages from his acknowleclgecl aceom- 
piishments and capabUittes of instruction. It is 
said Aat the course of infitniction prescribed by 
theSTATUTES includes only the leat ned languages i 
of the truth of this report I cannot judge, as I 
merer saw the statutes here alluded to, or knew 
of any burgeiis being fortunate enough to obtain a 
sight of diem. But 4f such bye-laws of regulation 
leaUy exist, they were of course supplemental to 
the original Charter of Henry VIII., cited in 
page 15 of tiiis letter, and were, doubtless, intend- 
ed to extend the utility of the school. Seeing, 
hnwever, that the present restrictive effect of these 
said statutes has been to ruin the school, it is cer-- 
tainly the bounden duty of the Corporation, as the 
trustees and visitors, to revise the statutes, and to 
extend the course of instruction to commercial 
and popular education, as that most adapted to the 
general rank of the burgesses. If they have not 
themselves the power of thus re-modelling the 
sdioo], they can obtain it of the legislature or 
Chancery ; and by neglecting longer to extend the 
system of instruction, they are committing a breads 
of tpost. To the stipends of die head master and 
«i^r H further increase might be advantageously 
and liberally made, provided a more general mode 
of education were established. The premises and 
funds are ample for both a classical and a com" 
mercial school, optional to the inhabitants, as they 
nay jndge best to place their children : or the 
. masters might be allowed, as in the Scotch coU 
leges, tatake a moderate gratnity- from each scho- 
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kr for any extra instruction — ^an incentive genc'^^ 
rally agreeable to. the masters and advantageous 
to the scholars. There are two exhibitions, of 
the present annual value of ^70 each, for young 
men natives of the Boroiigh and educated at this 
school, towards defraying the expense of theur 
education at Oxford for seven years; and also two 
other exhibitions at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
for scholars from' Cranbrook or Warwick schools. 
These constitute invaluable rights: native pre-^ 
eminent talent, in bumble circumstances, may by 
them obtain the* advantages of university educa^ 
tion, and they should produce scholars and men 
of genius equal to those who have been the glory 
of almost all the other public schools of the king- 
dom * If merit was made the sole ground of eligi- 
bility, to these exhibitions, a principle of emula- 
tion would be created that could not fail to form 
a flourishing school. Merit often has not elevated 
boys to this preferment, whilst Corporation and 
individual interest h<is^ in nmny instances, so ele- 
vated them, to the gross injustice of the claims of 
native burgesses. I do not cite instances, because 
I began these pages with a resolution of avoiding 
all unnecessary retrospective personal reflections. 
But the fact is sufiiciently notorious : I have thus 
broadly stated it : I am ready with examples. The 
nuisance ought to be abated. The Corporation 
possess the power of rectifying such palpable 
abuses, and they ought to exercise it. Every ew- 
couragefnent ought to be held out and afforded 
for the burgesses to place their sons at this school: 
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its system of instruction ought immediately to be 
reconsidered^ revised^ and extended ; an assistant 
usher should be appointed, and an institution 
which at present is but a dead letter, would then 
be made useful and beneficial to the town. Such 
an extension of the object of the royal founder 
may be exampled in the Acts of Parliament ob- 
tained for the Shrewsbury Free School, the Lon- 
don Public Schools, and is indeed at this moment 
in progress in the County of Warwick, under the 
laudable application of the governors of the Bir- 
mingham Free School, to extend the benefits of 
their increasing funds. The present improved 
regulations and advantages, aUo, of Lord Leices- 
ter's Hospital in this borough — ^an eleemosynary 
foundation most excellently conducted — is a local 
example.^ I cannot dismiss this subject without 
again disclaiming all intention of making any per- 
sonal reflection on Mr. Innes, who, I am sure, 
would gladly forward any plan of improvement, and 
who cannot be so well satisfied in receiving a sine- 
cure stipend from the trust funds of the town, as 
he would be in becoming the promoter and instru- 
ment of a real system of public education suited 
to the habits, station, and circumstances of the 
great body of the burgesses. I consider the pre- 
sent state of this school as the greatest reflection 

(1) I avail myself of this opportunity of a sincere tribute of 
praise to the laudable exertions and conduct of the Master^ the 
Reverend Mr. Kendal^ my early instructor^ who is always for- 
ward to communicate any needed information to the antiquarian 
inquirer on this ancient and interesting foundation. 
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an the Corpmatidn ; and if tliey do not iminiedi^ 
ately adopt measures for its revival and utility 
I trust the bui^sses will take the matter into 
their own hands^ — ^for this there are ways and 
means.^ 

1 have now conclnded a task which I may ua- 
affeetedly say has been laborknis and painfoi. I 
can have had no personal or sinister interest in 
the publication of these pages, and pethaps they 
may be received more graciously and less suspioi* 
ously from one who does not live in die town* 
'Oj^osition to power is seldoni popular^ and never' 
gainful. He who boldly undertalces it must expect 
misrepresentation and opprobrious epithets: i 
shall tl>erefore neither be alnnoyed by the one not 
surprised by the other. It is possibj'e that in tb^ 
zealous and determined spirit of in<|uiry and ex* 
posure, I may have viewed too partially the mis* 
government of the Corporation, and not allbwed 
thje fair meed of praise for their public services* 



(I) 1 have been informed, that some tew years since the 
Corporatioia paid Mn Boiiidier the i!»alai^.of u^er of thi^ school, 
he, Mr.Boudier, tnerely receiving it as s^ botaus for his insuffi*^ 
cient stipend as church lecturer. I am the advocate of a li- 
beral and further increase of the stipends, proportionate to the 
tank which the clergy and conductors of public education should 
hold and be! enabled to maintain. But services and salaries 
might go together, and not apart.- — It is to be regretted that 
the ofiiciating curates aie so often changed, and that both the 
Vicars of the two parish churches should not tonstantly reside ^ 
in the insl^aBce of Dr. Wade es(>ectaUy, whose liberal opinions 
and literary attainments are highly appreciated by the inhabi* 
tants^ and would be additionally Useftxl. 
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Bot I confess I cannot discoter the claims of the 
Corporation to any particular gratitude from th^e 
hui^esses. I have proved the illegal and injurious 
violation of the chartered rights and franchises of 
the burgesses in the contempt of ahnost every 
pn'ovisron of the Governing Charter. I have fairly 
cited the records and documents which evidence 
such misrule, and in no one instance have know^ 
iifigly misconstrued, suppressed, or exaggerated. I 
have treated the Corporation in their public 
character, and never, when I could avoid it, as in* 
dividuals. On the private character oi no mem^ 
her of that body have I intentionally reflected § 
indeed I am willing to bear my testimony to their 
individual respectability and integrity. — ^But theit 
public conduct has subjected them to the remarkis 
of these pages ; and if they sincerely intend U|>- 
rightly to discharge their public trtists^ let them 
^how their resolves by their deeds. There are 
two sorts of genera,! language in the world, the 
language of our words and the language of out 
m^onsy our words speak and our deeds also ; and 
wise men take care to let their actions speak^ as 
Well as their tongues. 

I regret to observe the personal calumny which 
has been recently introduced into the town. I can- 
not bring myself to believe that it is grateful to 
those in whose behalf it is impertinently used. 
It is not likely to answer its venal purpose, andis 
iar too contemptible to meet with the slijghtest 
notice from the well known and respectable io^ 
habitants who are the objects of its vulgar abuse 
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and fiilsehood. It cannot be defended on the score 
of retaliation, for I honestly believe that the legal 
proceedings past, and those intended, are con- 
ducted on public grounds, and with the sole de- 
termination of reforming the Corporation and 
obliging them for the future to respect the Char- 
ter, to which, for their very existence, they arc 
obliged. 

It is due to Mr. William Collins particularly 
to record in these pages the independent determi- 
nation and assistance he has individually contri- 
buted towards reviving the rights of the bui^sses, 
an acknowledgement I am the more induced to 
make from the consequent proportionate share he 
has had of personal abuse. ^ The good fame of 
his public spirited and disinterested endeavours 
. will exist after his calumniators are forgotten. I 
know that it was his firm determination (long 
before the false motives attributed to him could 
have existed) to do his utmost towards restoring 
the chartered rights, and I am confident he will 
never be deterred by temporary misrepresentation 
from accomplishing their complete restoration. 

As these pages treat of the rights and franchises 
of the Borough of Warwick, I cannot, in closing 
them, but point out, as a bright example to the inde^ 
pendent electors of every populous city and borough 
in the kingdom, the recent return to Parliament 
by the burgesses of John Tomes, Esq. one of the 
present members for the town, free of expense ; 
a representative who from his local residence is 
connected and acquainted with the interests of the 



95 

Borough^ and who/ as he has not haughty will not 
sell it. This is a coDstitutional exercise of the 
elective franchise, as honourable as it js rare and 
worthy of imitation. And I trust that the inde*- 
pendent electors of Warwick will ever oppose any 
futore political influence of the Coq>oration^ and 
will at least be represented by one of themselves 
or their immediate neighbours^ the representative 
of honest enlightened and constitutional political 
principles.^ 

If any justification of this research into the 
origin and conduct of the trusts of the Corporation 
is required^ I may appeal to several recent publican 
tions of acknowledged reputation and utility for an 
example of similar inquiry and exposure. I need 
scarcely allude to Mr. Merewetber's report of the 
case of the borough of West Looe, which, it ii 
hoped, is but the precursor of a more fuH history of 
bmoughs and a treatise on the law of corporations. 
The charters and other documents relating to the 
king^s town and parish of Maidstone in the county 
of Kent, have been published and edited by Mr. 

James with many valuable notes and annotations ; 

> 

(1) For the determination of the right of election for Bnr* 
gesses at Wai'wick, see Journals of the House of Commons^ 
Jovis, 31 die Januarii; anno 9'' Georgii Regis 1722. 

Ultimo Mayij 4» Car. I. 1638. ^' Resolved, that the rigfa^ 
of election foif the town of Warwick helongeth to the como^ 



The copy of the following returns were produced, all which 
are thus — '' Burgensea et Inkabitantes Burgi elegerunt.*' 1 6th 
Jan. 1700 : 22ad July, 1702 : 5th May, 1708 : 4th October^ 
1710. 
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a^Tabo a MUectioQ hj Mr. Griffitli, «f the mticknt 
i^eoords <^ th€ borough of Hontingdon . I hare be^ 
fore Qoticed the pamphlet by Mr.Crndeu^ to wfaom 
I JiftTe beeu occastonalty indebted in these paget^ 
tbottgh^ perhaps, be has been rather partial toGor^ 
pomtioDs. Marlborough, Devizes, and many olhfir 
corporation^^ soioe not a hwidred miles from 
Warwick^^ are likely to be submitted to legal re^ 
fiirm ; indeed, there prevails throngfaout the coniir* 
try a determination to expose and to reedfy iiba 
abuses prevaleiBt in these oligarcfaic hodiea, the 
evik and loeal tyrannies of which caaoBly be prac^ 
tically knosra to those who have seen them m 
action. 

Jt would be very desirable and advantageonfl if 
some few of the liberal and opiileat inhabit£m|]B of 
the towns governed by dose oorporationd, adod 
possessing lai^ public trust funds, would unite to 
obtain traxiscripts xuid translattonf of the local 
diarters and public seconds ; the diflcoyeries would 
amply repay them, and in most instances iindoubtr 
edly point the way to an easy and aitire reform 
of corporate abuses i^ 



(1 ) In a neighbouring oorporation tbe dectors on wiiel: is 
xaiUed " the Corporation intereist** Yery leceatly reeeived ft gtiCh 
tuity of sS4 per man I One iof the oppidsition voters, conoetYing 
(that he could do no harm in sharing the piunder, afiplied for 
W douceur. A member of libe Corporation sitting at ^e ceeeipt 
of custom objected to him as an opponent ; " Yes," said the man, 
'* but I may another time vote your way/' The jrepiy was, *^ (is 
f-ou put uathiag into the toeU you can dranc uwtbing^ui /'* 

(2) In the Apptfiodiz, No. V. see a nofte of the fees of sesrch 
and transcript in the Rolls Chapelj^ Chancery Lane, London* 
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I tfiMt tkat Mr. Pee} an4 M?* S^rragham^ to 
wboiB the eoontry no^ look up for jaclicM im^ 
pt^veme^ta^ will undertake this importwt inv^sl^ir 
gation. The goTeraingchcirters and records of every 
boraagh and city ought to be universally kuowB> 
and published in an authorized and legal form ;--r' 
the anomalies^ inconsistencies, and unsettled state 
of the law of corporations ought to be investi- 
gated an<l remedied ^ ; — the many benefits of corr 
porations and local jurisdictions retained and ex- 
tended, and the man^ abuses abolished, llie ad- 
vantage to the country would be incalculable, fq^* 
th^ generality of clo$e boroughs are the sinks of 
corruption and party spiriti^ 
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(1) No general legislative measure has been attemf^te4 smcff 
tke year 1 748. 8ffioUeit thus drily records it — r^' By the report 
of the secret committee it appeared^ that the thi^B ii^inister had 
tommenced pvosectttions against tbe mayors of boroughs 
who oppoAsd his influence in the diectioas of memh^vs of pavr 
Imm&itf These {Hrosecutions were fouod/sd on ambiguities i9 
eharters> or trivial informalities in the choice of magistrates,. 
An appeal on such a process was brought into the House of 
Lords J and this evil falling under consideration^ a bill was 
prepared for securing the independently of corporations j buf 
(H$ it tended to dminUh the infiuenee of the ministry, they 
wrgued against it w^h their umaL eagertiess and 9ucce88, a^d it 
was rejected on a division J* — Smollett's History^ vol. iii. 

(2) The Eev^rend Robert Barnard of Lighthorne in Uie 
county of Warwick, the incumbent ,<^ considerable church pr^i^ 
fi^rment^ (whose wife and acm are presumptive iuheritors oi the 
barony and property of Willoaghby de Broke) and who has beem 
for many years an active magistrate of Warwickshirie^ has 
thought flt^ in addition to all his secular ^nploymenis^ to her 
come an Alderman of the Boiough of Banbury-io Owfordshire, 
a borough with y^eh ha is totally unconnected save and except 

o 
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At some future period it is my intention to 
publish a more particular and lull account of the 
various public and private charities of Warwick, 
towards which I have already made a considerable 
collection of original documents^ accompanied also 
with much historical information, illustrative of the 
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a8 hereinafter appears. I mean no personal disrespect towards 
that Reverend Magistrate when I ask what possible object or 
motiye consistent with his holy calling he can have in becoming 
a member of that corporate body ? For the information of my 
readers I shall throw some light on the worldly motives. The 
Corporation of Banbury consists of fewer than twenty mem- 
bers : they return one representative to Parliament. The 
borough is well known to be patranaged by the E^arl of Guild- 
fordj the near relative of the Honourable Mrs. Barnard. A 
i-elative of the Guildford family is usually returned for the bo- 
rough, as in the instance ot the present member the Hon. Mr. 
Legge. Thd Reverend Mr. Barnard therefore, to strengthen 
the family compact, is made an Alderman ! In the last Par- 
liament a Bishop in the House of Lords sl^rongly reprobated the 
holding of corporate offices by the Clergy, and stated his invaria- 
ble discouragement of it in his diocese. Had those remarks 
come from the late pious and venerable Dr. North Bishop of 
Winchester, the patron of Mr. Barnard, possibly that gentle- 
man might not have accepted his preferment in the Corporation 
of Banbury.— Those who recollect, apd many there are who do, 
the remarkable schism some years since in the said Corporation 
of Banbury headed by the Reverend Dr. Lamb against the inter- 
est of his noble patron Lord Guildford, and which terminated in 
seating a Warwickshire country gentleman in opposition to the 
noble Earl's nominee, well know the present reason of stuffing 
this Corporation with family connections. And it is some- 
what amusing that this same Dr. Lamb, who has since through 
a new light seen the error of his ways and returned to the 
bosom of ^his patron, went under noble influence to vote for Mr. 
Brougham in Westmoreland ! — If the parishioners of Berkes- 
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antiquity and former state of the town.^ These 
appear to mie most useful and interesting invest 
tigations ; and they are subjects on which little is 
known or communicated by antiquarian and topo- 
graphical writers. Should leisure and health be 
allowed me^ I shall probably extend this collection 
and publication to the records of all the corpora- 
tions and public trusts of the county. 

My right to institute the free and unceremoni- 
dus inquiries of these pages, may be questioned by 
some who have no idea of public principle^ and 
who conceive that a man not seeking his own in- 
dividual interest can never be well employed. To 
them I shall only reply that, as an inhabitant of 
the county, I am locally interested in the investi- 
gation ; — that I am a native of the borough, and 
have been a resident burgess. Moreover, as the 
professional agent of the past and intended legal 
proceedings for recovery of lost or abused fran- 



wdl and Liglithorne^ in the simplicity of their natures^ should 
address their Reverend patrons hy their civil honours as Mr. 
Alderman Catteil and Mr. Alderman Barnard, how ridiculous 
they would feel ? And, when chief officers of theii* respective 
Corporations, the title of Worship would be somewhat anti- 
christian and idolatrous. 

The Corporation of Banbury is about to be looked into, the 
petition of Lord Nugent is preparatory. 

(1) A curious manuscript volume belongs to the Warwick 
Corporation, a record of many remarkable local matters^ called 
the Black Book, See Appendix No. IV. where I have given 
the Index of Contents. No. VII. in the Appendix contains a 
List of MS. Authorities relating to Warwick in the Harletan 
Collection. 
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diises^ my responsibility in so public a catise is not 
slight ; and these pages are due equally to myself^ 
and to the respectable burgesses whom I represents 
On this and on every future occasion I will fear^ 
lassly use any humble talent or acquirement I floay 
possess for the public benefit, without respect of 
persons^ and caring nothing for the ^^ wof Idly oobt' 
sequences*' I may entail upon myself. 

That these pages may prove an earnest of such 
endeavours and resolutions, and may aid the fikir-i^ 
gesses of Warwick in the recovery and mainte*' 
nance of their privileges^ is the ardent hope and 
desire of their fitithful Servant^ 

JOSEPH PARKES, 



February, 1827. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I.— P. 7. 

t ^^ 

Doomsday relating to fParwick. 

IN the Borough of Warwick the King has in his 
demesne! 13 houses, and the King's Barons have U2^ 
from the whole of which the King has his tax.* 

The Bishop of Worcester has 9, messuages : the Bi- 
shop of Chester 7 '• the Abbat of Coventry 36, and 4 are 
destroyed for the enlargement of the Castle : tiie Bishop 
of Constance has I house : the Earl of Mellent 12 mes- 
suages : Earl Aubrey had 4, which belonged to the land 
he held : Hugh de Grentemaisnil 4, and the Monks of 
Pilardintone hold one of him : Henry de Fereres has 2^ 
Harold 2, Robert de Stadford 6, Roger de Ivri 2, Rich- 
ard Venator 1, Ralph de Limesi 9, the Abbat of 
Malmesberie 1, William Bonvaslet 1, William Fiiz 
Corbucion 2, Geoffrey de Magneville 1, Geoffrey de 
Wirce 1, Gilbert de Gant 2, Gilbert Budi 1, Nicholas 
Balistarius 1« Stephen Stirman 1, Turcbie 4, Harold 2, 
Osbom, son of Richard, 1, Christina 1, Luith, a nun, 2. 

These messuages belong to lands which these Barons f 
hold without the Borough, and are there valued. 

Besides the above-mentioned messuages, there are 
in that Borough 19 Burgesses who have 19 messuages^ 



* Geldum suum : his Danegeld^ viz. a tribute of two shil- 
lings for every bide of laad^ first imposed by the Saxon Mo.- 
narchs to defray the oppressive extortions of the Danes^ and 
continued long after those people had ceased their predatory in- 
cursions. 

t Barones : the King's greater tenants. 

P 
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with sac and soc^ and all customs ; and so they had in 
the time of King Edward.* 

In the time of King Edward^ the Sheriffwick of War- 
wick^ with the Borough, and with the Royal Manors^ 
paid ^65y and 36 sextars of honey, or £24, 6s. in- 
stead of th^ bon^y. Nqw, between the term of the 
Royal Manors and the Pleas of the County, it pays j^l45 
by weight, and ^£"23 for the custom of dogs, and 20 
shillings for a sumpter-horse, and ^10 for an hawk, 
and 100 shillings for Queen-gold. Besides this; it pays 
24 sextars of honey, of the larger measure ; and from 
the Borough 6 sextars of honey, namely, the sextar for 
15 pence. Of this the Earl of Meilent hsts 6 sextars 
and 5 shillings. 

The custom of Warwick wa^^ that whea iba^ f&t^g 
went on an expeditioii by land, ten Burgesses of W^t**^ 
wick went for all the other^^ He who, being wopte^ 
did* not go, paid 100 shillings to. the King. But if ihe 
King went by sea against his enemies, th^y sent; 4 mar 
riners or 4 pounds to him. 



*.««WMW«*M^— ^B>i«iVWiVWi^pM 



No. H.— P.a 

Leland!s Jtinerary relating to Warwick. 

I ROADE from Banbury to Warwik 12 miles by cham- 
paine groundes, fruitfuU of corne and grasse, barren 9!^ 
wood, and 2 miles by some enclosed and woody gtoupdes^ 

About halfe a mile ere I entred into Warwik I passed 
over a stone bridge of one arch, and there runnetlj a 
praty brookett towardes Avon River. 

The Towne of Warwicke hath beene right strongly 
ditched and walled, havinge the coippasse of a good, 
mile within the wall. The dike is most manifestly per- 
ceived from the Castle to the West Gale, and there is 
the great crest of earA that the wall stood on. Part of 
the walles ^eere the gates are yet scene. 

The East and the West Gate yet remaine. The North 

* About 20 years previous to the I)9q^a(l%]r Survey. 
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^at6 is downe. The strfen^ of the Bridge by the Cas- 
tle «tood for the South Gate. 

> • The ttfi^iiificent and stronge Castle of Wanvike he- 
teg at t^e west-iouth-west ende of the tdwne, hard 
by the right ripe t)f.Avon, is sett upon an huge tocke 
4Df ^tbnle, and hath 3 goodly Towres in the east front 
of it. There is a fayreTowre on the north syde of it, 
and in this part of the Castle K. Rich. 3. pulled downe 
H petce of the wall, and beganne and half finished a 
mighty Towre, or strength, for to shoote out gunnes. 
TM« peice a^ he left it soe it remaineth unfinished. The 
Dungeon now in mine standeth in the west- north-west 
pItrt'Of the Castle. There is alsoe a Towre west-north- 
west, and through it is a posterne-gate of iron . . 

.All the prindpall lodginges of the Castle, with an 
HftU and ChappelF, lye on the south syde of the Castle, 
and the King doth much cost in. makinge foundations 
in the fockes to susteinethat syde of the Castle; foir 
great "^ei^es fell out of tlie rocke that ^usteined it. 

- There was since the Conquest a Collegiate Church in 
Wfli^pdke Castle. 

The Towne of Warwike standeth on a mainei rocky 
hill, rysinge from east to west. 

The beauty and glory of the Towne is in 2 streets, 
whereof the one is called the High-Street, and gbeth 
from the East Gate to the West, havinge a right goo(Uy 
Cto'sse in>the middle of it j* the other crosseth the mi- 
dle of it, makinge a quadrivium, and goeth from north 
to south. 

Within the precinct of the towne is but one Paroche 
Church, dedicated to St. Marye, standing in the midle 
of the towne. This Churchis fayre and large. Hogerus 
de Bellamont did tr&nstate-ihe CoUedge in the Castle to 
this Chcrrch, endoVeinge it with fayre possession^. 

Tho. de Bello-Campo, -E, of Warwike, grand father 
U^ Richr E.>of Warwike, leife-tenant to King Hen. 6. in 
Fraunce, commanded by testament, (as I heard^Say) 
that His execvitets should remdifie, m th^new Chancell 
or' east part of St. Marie's Church y and soe they did ; 
and he is buried there with bis -wife* 
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Earle Richard of Warwike, Lieutenant of France, de« 
vised a right fayre, large, and sumptuous Chappell on 
the south syde of the Quire. This stately peice of worke 
was after made hy the executors of his testament, and 
there he is intombed right princely, and portrayed with 
an image of copper and guilt, hooped over with staves 
of copper, an guilt like a 

Noblemen buried in the body of our Lady Church in 
Warwike. 

John Tunstall, Kt. familiar to one of the late £arle8 
cf Warwike, 

William Barkeswell, Deane of Warwik, one of the 
executors of the testament of E. Richard, that sawe the 
bilding of our Lady Chappell, and the new buildinge 
of the CoUedge House begun by E. Richard finished. 

Johannes Rous, Capellanus Cantuarise de Guy-cliffe, 
qui super porticum australem librariarum construxit, 
& libris omavit. Qbiit 14 Jan. 1491. This Rous was 
well learned in those dayes in Mathesi, and was a great 
historiographer, borne (as it is supposed) of the b^use 
of the Rouses of Ragley, by Aulcester. 

In the South Isle. 

Power armiger. 

' There be buried d of the Hugfordes, heires of Ed- 
mundscote, about halfe a mile above Warwike on Avon. 
And ....... Beaufo, to whom part of Hugfordes 

lands descended. 

In the Crosse-IslCf betwisrt the body of the ChurchAtnd 

the Quire. 

Tho. de Bello-Campo, in a goodly tombe of marble. 
He was father to E. Rich. Lieutenant of France. 

Guil. Peto. dnus de Chesterton & ejus uxor. 

Alester, Deane of Warwike^ lyeth in the same place^ 
at the west end of our Lady, wher E. Rich, first lay 
buried. This Alester translated the body of E.* Bichp 
into our Lady Chappell. 

Mr. Haly, a well learned man that lately dyed. 

Haseley, Deane of Warwike, sometime achoole-mais- 
ter to King Henery the Seaventh. 
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In the Quire. 

Tho. de Bello-Campo and hiB wife. He was grand^ 
fa. to E. Richard. 

Katherine, eldest daughter to the saydEarle Thomas^ 
is buried under a fiatt marble stone, at the head of her 
father's tombe* 

In our Lady ChappelL 

Rich. E. of Warwike, with this epitaph, who dyed 
30 Apr. 1439. 17 H. 6. 

Praye devoutly for the soule (whome God asseile) of 
one of the most worshipful! knightes in his dayes, of 
manhood and cunninge, KichardBeauchampe, lateEarle 
of Warwike, Lord Despencer of Abergeveny, and many 
other great lordshippes, whose body here lesteth under 
this tombe, in a full fayre volt of stone sett in a bare 
rocke ; the which visited with long siqknesse in the Cas- 
tle of Rohan, therein decei^sed full Chri^tianlye, 30. Apr. 
1439, he being at that tyme Lieutenant of France, Bnd 
Dutchy of Normandy, by sufficient authoritye of our 
Soyeraine K. Hen. 6. The which body, by great delibe- 
ration and worshipfuU conduct by sea and by land, was 
brought to Warwike 4. October in the sayd yeare, and 
was layed with solemue exequies in a fayre diest made 
of stone in the west doore of this Chappeli, according 
to his last will and testament, therein to rest 'till this 
Chappeli, by him devised in his life*tyme, werd made ; 
all die which Chappeli founded on the rocke, and all 
the members thereof, his executors did fully make, and 
appareled by the authority of his sayd last will and tes- 
tament, and thereafter by the sayd authority, they did 
translate worshipfully the sayd body into the vault 
abovesayd. Honoured be God therefore. 

7%inges excerpted out of the East Glassy Window of 

our Ldtdy Chappeli. 
Elizabeth, daughter and heire to Tho. L. Bericeley 
and Lisle, first wife to Rich. Beauchamp E.ofWarwicke. 
The sayd Richard and Elizabeth had 3 daughters; Mar- 
garett, nifuried to John E. of Shrewsbury ; Eleonor, 
married to EUlmund Beaufort, Earl of Somerset ; Eliza- 
beth, married to George Nevile, L. Latimer. Earle 
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Richard had his second lAh, Isabel^ Lady Spenser of 
Glamorgan and Morgannok. 

Henery^ Duke of Warwicke^ sbnne and heire t6 Earle 
Jlichard fuid Isabella married Cicely Da. to ftich. Ne- 
Till, JBarle of Salesbnry. 

Anne, daughter of Rich. Beauchampe, E/'df War^ 
wike, and Isabell, was married to Richard Nevill, sonne 
tod heire to Rich. Nerill, second Earle of Salesburye. 

There lyeth buried (as some saye)/in the west end 
of our Lady Chappell, one of the Nevills, L. Latimer, 
slayne at Edgcote-Feild by Banbury (as some suppose ;) 
Imt there is neither tombe nor scripture scene. This 
wii8.Sir.IIen»Nevill, Sonne and heir to Geor. Nevill^ 
l^rd .Latimer : hut he was never lord, for he dyed be- 
fore his father. This Henery Netdlle was grandfathei^ 
to the Lord Latimer now livmge. 

. . Hie ould Mansion-Place of the Colledge and Beanry 
of St. Maries in Warwike stood there where now the 
east-south-^east part of theCemetay i6. The New Col- 
ledge Lodging, haxd without the west end of the Cemi-* 
tery, was builded by the executors of the testament of 
Richy Earle of Warwike. Most of the prebendes houses 
be at the west ^ end of our Ladie's Church in the street, 
"{here bee in the Colledge a deane and 5 prebendsoies. 
c. .There is over the East Gate a fayre Chappell of St; 
Pet6r« There is oyer the West Gate a goodly Chappell 
Af.St. James. 

I jOu the north syde of St. James is a pretty Colledge^ 
havinge a 4 priestes that singe in St. James Chappell, 
and they b.elonge to a fraternity of our Lady and St. 
George. Some thinke that this fraternitye begunne 
about E. Richard's dayes, and that he was the benefae*^ 
tour to it. 
The Burgeses of Warwike be rulers of this. ., 
The suburbe widiout the East Gate is called Smithe's 
Streete t (the Jews iiometimes dwelled in it.) In this 
suburbe was a colledge dedicate to St. John, and atf 
hospitall in it. 

, There is a suburbe in the south-east syde , of the 
towne wherein is a Paroch Church of St. NidK>las^ ap- 
^optisXe to St. Mary Colledge ia Warwike. ^ — 
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l!tie attburbe Vjia^ south beyoa tlie Biiic^e is c^ed 
the Bru%€ Ende. 

Theife is a ChappeU of St. John in the Bridge Endt 
^ attburbe^ that belonged to the Prior^ of St. John's in 
liondon. The landea of this came to the commandoy 
ol Balleahall by Warwike, 

. The sufourbe without the West. Gate is called the 
WQ$t-Ende. It is a very large street* There ^al e 
GoUedge of Blacke Freres in the north part of thra'sob-^ 
uf be. It was a large house, and the Botelers L. Su Aey^ 
iod the Mountforts, were the founders of it, (as I heard 
9aye) ; bdt.hitl^rto I have not read of any notable act 
m foundation made since the Conquest in Warwike, bsl 
by the Earles of Warwike. . ^ 

Thbre is a ^uburbe in the north syde of Warwike, ahd 

, tfaerdinis the Chappel of St. Michaell, where sometimes 

was a GoUedge^ havinge. a maister et confrates; l^ui 

nowe it is taken as a free ch'appell. The Kihgegivedi 

it. Thebuildinges of the house are sore decayed. 



No. Ill— R 29. 

Commission of the Peocefor. the Borough of fFanvick, 

1 James 1. A.D. 1605. 

JAMES, by the graee of God, of England^ Scottsod, 
dud Ireland King, Defender of: the Fai&, and so forlh^ 
Tt» our wdl-beloved and faithfid; counsellors, Thoaia» 
Egert^OD, Knight, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, Tho- 
mas liordBuchurst, Lord Treasurer of England, and to' 
^nn: beloved and faithful the Bailiff of the Boro' of 
Warwick for the time being, the Recorder of the same 
BfKrough of Warwick for the time being, William Foster^ 
Wmiam Spieer, John Greene, and John Townshende> 
gwtjemeo, sendetfa greeting: fttioftlf ^t^ that we haver 
as&i^pfted you, jointly and severally, and each of yon, ovr 
jostiees to keep our peace within the said Boroagh x4 
Warwick > aforesaid and the ptecindis. aikd libnrties^ 
thereof^ and to keep and cause to be kept all ordinanee^- 
ac^ statutes: ordained fcnr the good of om: peace^ and lor 
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the preservation of the same^ and for the peaceable or* 
dering and government of our people, in all and singu* 
lar the articles within the Borough aforesaid, the pre- 
cincts and liberties thereof, as well within liberties as 
without, according to the force, form, and effect thereof, 
and to chastise and punish all delinquents against the 
form, ordinances, or statutes thereof, or any of them, 
within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and liber- 
ties of the same, as ought to be done according to the 
form, statutes, and ordinances thereof; and to bring be^ 
fore you, or some one of you, all persons who shall 
threaten any one or more of our people with bodily 
harm or burning of their houses, to give good security 
to keep the peace, and for the good behaviour of them- 
selves towards us and our subjects^ and if they should 
refuse to give such security, then to cause them to be 
kept in our prison until they shall have found such se- 
curity : We have also assigned you, and any two or 
more of you (of whom our Lord Keeper of the Great 
Seal of England, our Lord Treasurer of England, the 
Bailiff of the Borough aforesud for the time beings the 
Recorder for the same Borough for the time being, Wil- 
liam Foster and William Spycer, we will to be one) our 
justices to inquire, by the oath of good and lawful men 
of the Boroutfh i^oresaid, the precincts and liberties 
thereof, by whom the truth of the matter shall better - 
appear of all such kinds of felonies, witchcrafts, inchant- 
ments, sorceries, magic, trespasses, forestallings, re- 
gratings, ingrossings, and extortions whatsoever, i^d 
all and singular firauds and offences whatsoever, con- 
ceniing which the justices of our peace can or ought to 
inquire of, by whomsoever or howsoever done or per- 
petrated, within the Borough aforesaid, the liberties and 
precincts thereof, or which may hereafter happen to be 
there done or attempted ; and also of all those who go 
or ride, or shall hereafter presume to go or ride armed 
in smaU parties witiiin the Borough aforesaid, the pre- 
cmcts and liberties thereof, against our peace, and to 
the terror of our people ; and also of all such as lie con- 
cealed, or shall hereafter presume to lie concealed, for 
the purpose of maiming or killing anv of our subjects; 
and also concerning innkeepers, ana all and singular 



001^ peraottfl W^ i^ftTis Krans^ressed or attempted Ho 
tranftgf ess in tbe abuse of weights or itieasures, or m 
the sale o^ provisions contrary to the forms, statutes^ 
and ordinances, or any of them, made for the dommon 
^ood of our said kingdom of England and of our sub- 
jects thereof, or who shall hereafter presume to trans- 
gress, or to attempt so to do, within the Borough afore-* 
said and the preancts and liberties thereof; and also 
concerning all sheriffs, bailiffs, seneschath, constables, 
gaolers, and other oificers who shall have behaved them-^ 
selves improperly in the' execution of our offices about 
the premises, or any of them, or who shaH presume 
hereafter to behave themseives improperly, or shall h^ive 
been slack, remiss, or negligent, or shall happen here- 
after so to be within the Borough aforesaid and the pre- 
cincts and liberties thereof; and eoncernmg an and sin-^ 
gidar articles, circumstances, and other things^whatso- 
ever, by whomsoever or howsoever done or perpetrated 
within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and liber- 
ties thereof, or which shall hereafter happen to be done 
or attempted there, of what sort soever, conceming^the 
fttll execution of the premises, or of any of them; and to 
inspect all ju(^ments whatsoever, as weH those taken 
or to be taken before you or any of you, as done, taken,* 
imd not yet finished before any our late justices of the 
peace within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and 
hberties thereof; and to issue and continue thenceforth 
against nil and singular the persons so condemned^ or 
those who shall hereafter happen to be condemned be- 
fore you, until they ate taken or surrender themselves 
or be outlawed ; and to hear and determine all and sin^ 
guiar felonies, witchcrafts, incantations^ sorceries, arts 
ma^c, trespasses, forestaliings, regratings, and ingross- 
ings, extortions, unlawftil meetings, and judgments 
aforesaid^ and all and singular the premises, according 
to the laws and customs^ of our kingdom of England, as 
ip such case ought and has been accustomed, and to 
punish and chastise such delinquents, and every of them^ 
lor their respective offences, by fines, ransoms, amercia^-r 
ments, forfeitures, or in any other manner as hath been 
used or accustomed according to the laws and customs 
of-our kii^om of England and the form of the statutes 
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Imd ordinances aforeaud : fMSPttKt dUtUigff that if ai^; 
case of difiGlculty in determining any of the premises 
shall happen to come before you or any two or more oi 
you^ then you shall by no means proceed to. such de- 
termination before yourselves or any two, of you, unless 
in the presence of one of our justices of one or the other 
bench^ or one of our justices assigned to take the assise 
in our said County of Warwick ; and therefore we com- 
mand you and each of you, that you, diligently apply 
yourselves to the keeping of the ordinances, statutes^ 
and all and singular the premises aforesaid, and at cer- 
tain days and places which you or any twd of you shall 
as aforesaid appoint for that purpose, ye shall itud^e 
enquiry of the premises^ and hear and determine all and 
.singular the premises aforesaid x and that ye do and 
perform all these things in the form aforesaid^ hence- 
forth administering justice according to the laws and 
customs of our .kingdom of England, saving to us 
amerciaments ; for we command by the tenor of these 
presents the clerk of the mace of the Borough of War- 
wick aforesaid for the time being, at certam days and 
times which you or any two or more of you snail as 
aforesaid appoint, that ye cause to come before you 
or any two or more of you, as aforesaid, such and so 
many good and lawful men of the Borough aforesaid^ 
the precincts and liberties thereof, as well within liber- 
ties as without, before whom the truth of the premises 
may better appear and be inquired into. We have^ 
moreover, assigned you the Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being Keeper of the Rolls of our 
peace within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and 
liberties thereof; and also that you, at the days imd 
times aforesaid, bring before you and your companions 
all the writs, precepts^ processes, and judgments afore^ 
said, that they may be mspected and in due manner be 
determined as aforesaid. 3f(tt tdlttttOttS whereof wehave 
caused these our letters to be made patent* Witness 
ourselves at Westminster, the twenty-sixth day of April 
in the first year of our reign in the kingdom of £n^la^^ 
France, and Ireland^ and in Scotland the thirty-sixth. 

TOPPIN. 
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Index to the Black Book of the Corporation of fFarwick. 
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^ote of the Fees of Search and Transcript in the Molk 

Chapel. 

The Keeper of the Records takes care of the records 
in the Chapel at the Rolls; he makes annual indexes or 
calendars of them^ as they are brought to the Chapel : 
he attends and produces such indexes and recoros to 
those who are desirous of making searches, or of read^ 
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ing the records themselves : he makes copies and ex:em>- 
plifications of them when required : he attends the two 
Houses of Parliament or their Committees^ and the 
Courts of Judicature, with the rolls, ;when required. — ' 

His fees are — j£ s d 

Search of the calendar book for every 

year --------^ 010 

Copy of all records in the Chapel of the 
Rolls, for every sheet containing fif- ^ 
teen lines and six words in each line 8 
tie-examination of every copy written 
out of the records in the Rolls, each 
sheet --------- 00 1 

Clerk's hand to each copy - - - 2 P 
Attendance vrith every record out of the 
Rolls by order ------- 100 

Where parties, desirous of making searches, are un^ 
provided with the necessary heads for reference, and are 
uncertain to t^hat number of years the search might ex<^ 
tend, the fee is in such cases frequently compounded for 
at the sum of Five Guineas^ at which cost therefore the 
whole indexes may be searched for the local records of 
any place. 



No.Vl. 

Seal of the Borough of JFarwick, — MSS. HarL Nb* 

1167, fo. 60. 

The wood-cut trick of the Common Seal of the Bo- 
rough of Wa(rwick in the title page is copied from ah 
heraldic manuscript book in folio, in the Harleian MSS., 
No. 1167, entitled— '* The Visitation of the County of 
Warwick ; taken anno 16 19 by Sampson Lennard Blew- 
mantle and Augustine Vincent Rouge-Rose, being Mar-^ 
shalls and deputies for William Camden Clarentiux 
King of Armes/* Though this volume is hot the origi- 
nal yet much of it is in the hand writing of Lennard, and 
the corporation seals are tricked by the same painter 
trho rode with him to this and other visitations, and 



lie 

tricked them in the original papers. The fpDowingpara^ 
graph is copied from the foot of the seal. 

<< This is the Seale of the Borough of Warwick, ^t 
incorporated in the 37 yeare of king Henry the 8 by 
the name only of Burgesses of the Towne of War-* 
wicke^ and since, a** 1 et 2 Phil, et Mariae, reincorpo- 
rated by the name of Bailiffe and Burgesses of the saide 
Borough of Warwicke, and enabled w*^ divers great and 
large privileges, as (amonge manie other) to be a free 
Borough, — ^to plead and be implettded, — ^to have a com- 
mon seale, — to have twelve Assistantes, besides twelve 
principall Burgesses, — ^to have power to make lawes and 
ordinances for the more benefit of the said Borough, — 
to have a Recorder, Sergiant at Mace, and C^^rl^e of the 
Market, — ^to have power tp choose i^nd elect a new Bai- 
liffe, Burgesses, and Recorder,— ^that the Bai^ffe, Re- 
corder, and two of the auncientest Burgesses b:halbe 
Justices of the Peace and Quorqm w^in the said Bo- 
rough, and no otheriustices to intromit^ — ^to have power 
to punish the Bailiro refusinge to hold upon election,-^ 
together w^ many other wholsome immunities then and 
since by o^ soveraigne lord King James that now is 
granted and confirmed : and at the time of this present 
visitacion, videlicet 28 Augusti a*" 1619, Edward San- 
ders, gent, was Bailiffe, John Townesend, Ralph 
Townesend, JohnRugeley, Alexander Rogers, William 
Roe, Richard Lice, Thomas Shakespeare, Alexander 
Dungan, William Hopkins, Michaell Hariott, Thomas 
Chaunders, and Richard Yardley, gentlemen, principall 
Bujcgesses, John Norton, gent. Steward and Deputie 
Rd'corder^ and Sur Foulk GreviU^ Kt. Recorder/' 



V 
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No.VU.— P.98. 

List of the Harleian Manuscripts in the British Mu- 
seum, relating to the Town, Castle^ County y and 
Earls of fFarwick. 

^fumbe^• F. V 

60. 57. Codex M embranaceus in 4to ampliori, quo 
continentiir, Taxatio Spiritualium & Temporali- 
umClerl, infraDioecesimLondon, circa A.D. 1291. 
Fratrum Hospitalie de Warwyk. 
71. 1. Survey of Castles iijWarwicke, ^c. 

311. 28. ExChronicisMS. Johannis Rossi aliasRous 
Warwicensis, in Bibliotheca Cottotiiana (A.D. 
1638) collectanea quasdam de temp. Guliel. I. 

374. 13. letter from Joan Foster to hep Father Mr. 
J. StoWe, dated from Warwicke (3. Dec, 1580) 
desiring him to seek but for the Foundation of the 
Hospital of Warwicke by the Earls of the same^ 
for Mr. Oliver Brooke her friend the Owner (or 
Master) tbereoif. At the bottom Mr. Stowe has 
put down some small notes touching the same. 

259. 23. List of Sheriffs, Com. Warwic. & Leices- 
tr« ab anno 1 R. Hen. II. usq. ad annum 4 R. 
Carol! I. 

433, 1819. Letre to the Stewarde, S;e. of the Lord- 
ship of Warrwike, latiDg them wit that the King 
hath given unto Henry Smythe oone of the Gen- 
tilmen of the ChapeUe a Tenement within the 
said Towne, during the nonne-age of the Erie of 
Warrewike. 

506, 37. Extracts. Ex Libro Eccjesiae CoUegiatae B. 
Maride Warwic, 

525. 341, Speculum Gydonis de Warrewyke, secun- 
dum AlquinumHeremitam. — aTheolcgicaJ Poem, 

566. Praecedents of Barronyes by Wrytte, descend- 
inge with the Lands to the heirs males and not to 
the heirs females.-— Baronny of Warwike, Sfc. 

453. 745. To William §elby, a Confirmation of the 
Portership of the Castel of Warwike, Sfc. during 
the non-nage of the Due of Clarence (i. e, of E^ 
ward Plantagenet Earl of Warwick, son to George 
last Duke of Clarence) with other emoluments. 
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Number. F. 

433. 1491. Warrant for paymeat to Nicholas Spicer 
^28, 10^. by him delivered to the King's use, as 
follows in the MS. Youeq at the Castelle of 
Warrewyke the 9th day of Aug. an. prim. [Edw, 
V. vel Ric. III.] 

1544. Grant of the Office of Armourer within 
the Castelle of Warrewyke to William Wynter. 
Youen at Pountfret 24. Sept. a** prim. 

1269. John Hugforde hath the Advouson of 
the Prebende of St, James within the Church Col- 
legiat of Warrewike. 
433. 1413. Mr. Ric. Brakynburghe hath the Denry 
of the Collegiate Church of Warwike by the re- 
signation of Mr. Albone. 
785. 20. Forms of Deeds, ^c. of Ambrose Dudley 
Earl of Warwick, Ann Countess of Pembroke, S^c. 

1026. 10-11. Liber Micellaneorum, 1633, Notes by 
a Mr. Justinian Pagitt, — Remarkable things which 
I observed in my journey thro* Warwickshire, ^c. 

J 100. 3. Trick of the Seal of the Borough of War- 
wick by Mr. John Saunders; from Camden, 16l9t 

1167- Ditto, Lennard. 

1300. 8. Coronation of K. Richard II.—" Thomas 
Beauchampe Erie of Warwick, cleamed to bear^ 
the Thirde Sworde." 

1370. 8. Armes of the Towne of Warwicke. 

2044.^ 19. Collectanea ex Libro Ecclesise Collegiatae 
B. Mariae de Warwici. 

2113. 34. Armes in Blason of some antient Warwick- 
shire Families, jeceived from Nicolas Ifler, Dutchcr 
man and Glaziar of Warwick, \% March 1588. 

2044, 21* Collectanea ex Chartis Edwardi Aston de 
Tixhall in Com. Stafford. 

Divers ^f thepe relate to persons awd places in 
Warwickshire, 

2262. 130. Docquet of the Presentation of Moses 
Hodges, p. D. to the Vicarage of St. Maries in 
Warwick, sealed 26 Jan, 1705-6, 

d868» H. Earl of Warwick's grant of Compton 
Church to the College of St. Mary's Warw. 

5804. I. Several things relating to the Co. of War- 
wick. 



> 
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Number. F. 

6075. In a paper book^ see Ecclesiastical revenues of 

the County of Warwick, &c. 
6082-5. Warwici Comites, ^c. 
116586-9. Ditto; 
6839* 60. Account of the dreadful Fire at Warwick, 

Sept. 5. 1694. 
7505. 2. An Inventory of the Goods of the Collegiate 
Church of Warwick, May 21, 1691. 
' 7. Ancient Deeds copied at Warwick, 
7505. 8. Copy of an Inspeximus to which the Broad 
seal of Henry VI. was annexed. 

6. Value of the Rectorys. — ^Valor terrar* et 
tentor' fynar' et rectoriar' appa' Decano et Capi- 
tulo eccliffi Colleg. beate Marie Warr. ^c. Copied 
from the original by Mr. Wanley. 
6839. 2. Gifts to the Poor of Coventry, yearly. 1675. 
160. 30. Original letter of Robt. .Earl of Warwick 
to Sir Simon D'Ewes touching his Petition to be 
heard in the House of Commons, 28 March, 1642. 
744. See Index of Incorporation of Towns. 
1104. The manner of creating Robt. Dudley Baron 
Denbigh by Queen Elizabeth. 



No. VIII. 

Supplemental Appendix to Report/ram Select Com- 
mittee on Poor-Rate Returns. 

WARWICK BOROUGH. 

teirt ending St. Mary. St. l«chora3, 

85tb March. ^ S. sS S. 

1816 2615 14 - • - 1326 

1817 ---.-- 3241 13 - - - 1115 16 

1818 3416 6 - - - 1179 7 

1819 3267 4 . - - llOO 13 

1820 2941 11 - - - 1271 4 

1821 3521 6 - - - 1222 
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NO..X. ■ 

A "List of theyPuhUc and Private Charities^ Donors* 
names, date and description of Charity, in the Pa- 
rishes of St. Mary and St, Nicholas in ffarwick, in 
the ddministration of the Corporation and othet 
trusts. 

WARWICK BOROUGH. 



ST. MARY. 



HMMM 



*«i 



ifc 



Name of Person wHo 
gave the Ch^fflty. 



Sir Thdmkft White 



John ToOlie .. . < . 
Thomas Gken . . . 



Earl of L«iMit«r . 



givep. 



1551 



1553 
1570 



1686 



Richard'Gf^ffiti . i 



Nicholas IlfOf . . . 



John Smith 
Ditto 



John Prici. .... 

Richai^Sdf^Krorth 

Sir 'niomas\ 
Puckering/ •*• 



Ditto 



Jiia« Tarville . . . 
Thomas Aylworth 
John Yardley, * . * 



1592 

1599 

1624 
Do. 

1625 

1645 

1655 

Do. 



^658 
1660 
1702 



%W1]1 
or Demi. 



Witt 



Do. 
Deed 



AciPtoi 



Deed 

wm 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



H^teHftititk ofChnitjf uid for what 
p«rpo«6t given. 



Do. 

Will 

Do. 



To be l<nt to youngtradesmien 
of Warwi4;k, at 50/. each 
for 8 years, free of interest 

To the poor ^ Warwi<:k 

For teaching poor children, 
repairing the highwa}^, 
and Ibr other purposed^ for 
this borough 

For a master and twelve poor 
brethren ttbm Warwick, 
Kttdil worth , Stratford -up - 
on-'Aron ,Wootton-under- 
£dftf,and Erlinghani alter- 
tBMij 

For clothing for the poor of 
Warwick, atid ]0^.foraMf<» 
mon #..i, 

For the residence, clothing, 
firing, and ininoney to four 
poor women 

For clothing ten poor .... 

("or bread and shoes to the 
poor of Warwick 

To the poor of ditto not re- 
ceiving parish relief. . . . 

To the poor of ditto, and for 
tt^o sermons 

For the habitations of 16* poor 
women, and for the endow- 
mcmt of the same ...... 

For the residence of poor 
tradesmen, and to take ap 
prefttices in. — ^For want of 
such tradesmen, the trus- 
tees have let the houses 
and apply the rents for ap- 
prenticing poor children. . 

For cloth. to 4 poor men and 
8 poor women of Warwick . 

For gowns and bread to the 
poor of Castle Ward. . . , 

For habitations fdr four poor 
women.* •..•*••<•■•. 



Money^ 
Land. 

I Land and 
I Houses.^ 



I Land and 
f Houses^ 



J 



Is Lnfti or 

Money. 



Ditto. 



} 



Land and 
House. 



Ditto. 
Ditto. 
HousCi 

Rent-charge^ 

}8 Houses. 
Rent-cbar« 



Houses. 
Rfot char^. 
Lamd. 
Almshouse. *^ 
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ST. MARY— (CoB««ued.) 



Name of Ptrtoa w1u> 
ttn th« Ckwrity. 



Robert Heath . . . 

SiiThos.Wheatley 
The C vrporation . 
John Hadley .... 

Richard Grimes. . 



Richard Veonor . . 
Jos. Blissett 

Hon. Sarah \ 

Greville / •*• 
George Webb.... 

Alderman Lane. . 



Mattliew Busby. . 
SirThomas Delves 



Whtn 



Jane Tompkys . . 
NicholasRothwell 
Ann Johnston .. . 



J^alk Weale 



Henry the Vlllth. 

Henry Archer . . . 
Earl of Warwick . 



Mrs. Haiiimond. . 
Hon. Mr. Grevillc 



William Viner... 



1684 

1695 
1695 
1702 

1710 



1712 
1713 

1719 
1722 

1723 



1723 
1727 



By Will 
or Dtod. 



1729 

1729 
1732 



Mrs« Tnnrille. . . . 
A Countess of \ 

Pevonshire . ./ 
John and Joan\ 

Stanton ..../ 



1729 



17 Car. I 
1768 

1769 



1778 
1783 



1693 



1667 
Unkn. 

Do. 



Will 

Do. 

Gift 
Will 

Do. 



Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 



Do. 
Do. 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



Do. 



Deed 

Will 
Gift 



Will 
Gift 



Deed 



Unkn. 
Do. 

Do. 



DmcriptioB of Charity, and for what 
pvrpoww gmn. 



<poor 



For apprenticing one 
boy of Warwick .... 

To 4 poor tradesmen of ditto 

For the residence uf 28 poor 

For apprenticing poor chil- 
dren of Warwick 

I'or bread to the pdor )0«., 
and for three clotn coats for 
ditto 40s. 

To the poor 

For bread to eight poor house- 
keepers 

For clothing and teaching 
poor children 

For apprenticing poor chil- 
dren,iind for oth«r purposes 

For apprenticing one poor 
boy of either pansh, and 
assisting them to set up in 
their respective trades. . . . 

For bread to the poor, and for 
apprenticing poor children 

For clothing and apprentic- 
ing poor children, and for 
clothing and relief to the 
poor not leceiving parish 
relief 

To the poor of Warwick . 

For bread and beef to the poor 

For apprenticing poor chil- 
dren, assisting them to set 
up in «.heir respective 



In Laa4 or 

Monqr. 



Rent-tliarge. 

Ditto. 
House. 

Money. 



Rent-charge. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 



• 



Money. 
Land. 



Rent-charg;e. 
House. 



Money. 

Dittos 

Land. 






trades ; and to the poor of | "O'l*** 



Warwick 
For clothing and teaching 
poor children 

For bread to the poor 

For coals to the poor 

For the purpose of selling 
coals to the poor at reduced 
prices (the interest) 

To six poor widows 

In addition to the fund for 
purchasing coals for the 
poor 

To the master and assistant 
of King's School, and du- 
ring the neglect of their 
duty, to poor householders 
of Warwick i....<. 

For linen to the poor 

To the poor 



Lahd and 



Rent-ciiaree. 

{Land and 
Houses. 
Money. 



Ditto. 
Ditto. 



I 



[ 

i 



il' 



For gowns to the poor in 
West-street Ward 



Ditto. 



Rent 'Charge. 
Money. 

Unknown. 
Money. 
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ST. MAHY— (Continued.) 



Nam* of PtnoB who 
fuwe the Chaiity. 



Unknown 

Ditto 

George Weale .. . 
Lady Gaildford. . 

Hon. John Smith 

Nicholas Ifler . . . 



Wh«a 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
1701 

1704 

1793 



Rcv.Thos.Har- 

hUige 

Edward Slade . 



Sir Thomas White 

John Tpolie 

Thomas Oaken . . 
Earl of Leicester . 
Richard Griffin.. 

John Smith 

Daniel Ihrice 

Henry FuFQis. . .. 
Thomas <)wen ... 
RichardEdeworth 
JaneTuryille.. .. 
Edmund Maker 1 

•peace, seq. . . j 
Edmand l^Iake- \ 

peace, jun... / 
Robert Heath . . . 
SirThosrWheately 
John Hadley .... 
Richard Grimes . 

John Wilson . . . , 
Hon. Sarah) 

Greville./'-* 
George Webb.... 

Sir Thos. Delves . 



JaneTomlcys.... 
Anne Johnstone>. 
Katharine Burton 
Henry the Vlllth. 
Henry Archer .. . 

Earl of Warwick . 
Martha Holyoake 

Henry Harper .. . 
Hon. C. Greville . 

William Vinw... 



By Will 
or Deed. 



Unkn 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Will 



Oetcriptioii of Charity, end for what 
parpoees giTCO. 



To the poor of Salisford Ward 

Ditto., 

For bread to the poor of W. 
For cioching and teaching 

poor children of ditto 

For apprenticing one poor 

boy of ditto 

To the poor 



In Laad or 
Money. 



.>l 



MORETON MORRELL. 



1769 



•^.jj For teaching four poor chil- 
dren 

Do. For bread to the poor 

ST. NICHOLAS. 



Ditto. 

R.ent-chargt. 

Ditto. 

Money. 

Ditto. 
Rentrchargo. 



Money, 
Ditto. 



1551 


Will 


1553 


Do. 


1570 


Deed 


1586 


ActPnrl. 


1592 


Deed 


1624 


Will 


1625 


Do. 


1628 


Do. 


1643 


Do. 


1645 


Do. 


1658 


Deed 


1693 


Will 


1693 


Do. 


1684 


Do. 


1695 


Do. 


1702 


Do. 


1710 


. • . f . . 


1693 




1719 


Do. 


1722 


Do. 


1723 


Do. 


1727 


Do. 


1729 


Do. 


1732 


Do. 


1741 


Do. 


1749 


Deed 


1768 


.Will 


1768 


Gift 


1781 


Will 


1781 


Deed 


1783 


Gift 


1693 


Deed 



For bread to the poor 
To the poor 



For bread to the poor 



Ditto 



For clothes and bread to the 
poor 

For clothes to the poor .... 

For clothing and teaching 
poor children « 



For clothing and apprentic- 
ing poor children , and for 
other charitable purposes . 



To twenty poor widows . . . 

For bread to the poor 

For selling coiils to the poor 
at reduced prices 

Ditto 

For clothes and bread to the 
poor 

For shoes to the poor 

In addition to fund for pur- 
chasing coals for the poor 



Rent-charge. 
Land. 



Rent-charge. 
Ditto. 



Rent-charge. 
House&Luid 

Money. 



Ditto. 



Land. 

Do. & Houses 

Money. 
Ditto. 

Land. 
Ditto. 

Money. 
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Thbae IB exk ancient Township of the name of War- 
wick in Cumberland^ four miles from Carlisle, which 
contained in 1811^ 88 houses and 401 inhabitantSv^'- 
See Magna Britannia^ vol. iv. p. 164, — ^The Manor 
was given by Hubert de Vaux and Robert his son to 
Odard/fitst Lord of Corkby, whose posterity assumed 
the name of Warwick. Francis Warwick, Esq. the last 
heir male, died in 1772^ without issue. Mr. Robert 
Ponner, then the only representative of the family in 
the female line (through the Maddison's), took the namie 
in 1792, and is the present proprietor of the Warwick 
estate. The iVrms of the family are — ^Azure, three lions 
rampant, argent. Crest ; a de?d^er arm couped at tJxe 
shoulder, in arI^our, holding in the gauntlet a battle^ 
^e, all proper. 



THE END. 



Printed by Abthur TatloR| BMingbftll Street. 
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